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ADVERTISEMENT 

SECOND EDITION. 

Jr ROM a diffidence of his owaabilitie$« 
and from, other motives not fo well 
founded, the Author of the following 
Letters thought it expedient, in the 
Firft Edition, to throw a flight veil 
over the real fituation in which thejr 
were written : he imagined alio, that 
by this means fome refleftions, parti- 
cularly thofe on gaming, might be in* 
troduced more naturally, and with a 
ftronger efied. But Having been af- 
furedby thofe of whofe friendfhip and 
judgment he is equally convinced, that 
the afliimed charader and feigned 
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iituation in the two firft letters gave 
an air qf fi<9tiDn to the real incidents^ 
in the reft of the work, he has now 
reftored ihofe twp letters to their ori^ 
ginal foroi. 
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AbVERTISEJV^ENT- 

JL HE late Revolution in France has 
been confidered as a proof, that ah 
erroneous idea of the fentiments of the 
French nation on the fubjeft of Go- 
Vemrtient, is conveyed in this work- 
It Ought to be reniembered, howe- 
ver, that the Firft Edition appeared in 
the year 1779* between which and the 
year of the Revolution,' I'^Sg, there h 
tiS long an interval as that in which 
nations of ^itior^ fteady chafader thari 
the Frenchj hdVe chahged their poli- 
tical fentiments alnd condudt, 

A traveller who pafled through En- 
gland in the yeaf 1649, would give a 
Very different account of the general 
bias of political opinion, from what 
would be given by another who lived 
in the fame country at the year of ilx 
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Reftoration ; and yet both accounts 
might be ]uil. 

What a very oppofite turri did the 
national fentiment on the fubjed of 
Government again take towards the 
end of the reign of Charleathe Second^ 
when Ruffel and Sidney fibred ; and 
afterwafd^ when the feeds of liberty^ 
which thofe patriots had iQwn» came to 
maturity, and produced the Revolution. 
Opinions, a$ well as nunners, are con^* 
tinually varying ; all that an obferver 
can do, is to catch them living as they 
rifey and defcribe them as they are i not 
as they will be when they alter, or diet 

Thofe who are acquainted with what 
the prevalent manners and opinions of 
the French were, when thefe Letter^^ 
firft appeared, will perhaps do the Au^- 
thor the juftice to fay^ the view he hs^ 
given is pretty accurate. 

But France had not then formed at\ 



alliance with America; J^rcnch armies 
and fleets, fraught vndi American opi- 
nioiis^ and zealous to diffufe them, had 
Slot returned to their mtive county ; 
nor did the Author forefee their ior 
fiuence, when ftrtogthened by thofe 
writings bn Governmenr, which iflued 
from the French prefs about the lame 
^ixnm, with a freedom unknown before. 
Although he could not forefee thofe 
combined oiu&s, noff their e&fts, yet 
no man would have had mor& fatif- 
fcdion in a view of the deftruftion of 
defpotifm in France, and in the hope 
that a fair and rational fyftem of free-* 
dom would be eftabliftied in a country 
fo rich in tafte, fb fertile in fancy, and 
which had fo long (ufiered from the 
complicated oppreffions of its govern- 
ment. This fentiment, it is natural to 
think, he has in commsn with thofe 



liberal - minded inhabitants of tHft 
sfland, who have a juft fenfe of the 
blefiiiig of a free govemm^nt; a blef* 
fing wrcfted, by the perfevering efforts 
of their anceftord;^ from the reludb^nc 
hands of tyranny. , 

-That to rejoice in the ©tcrthrow of a 
neighbouring ftrufture of defpotiftii, 
knplies in Briti(h fubjcdts a wilh to irK 
jure that well^poifed fabric of freedom, 
raifed by the wifdom.and cemented by 
the blood of their anceflors, is an idea 
which can arife only in the brain of 
ideotifm, and be only promulgated by 
the tongue of malevolence. 

With regard to thofe fcehes of in* 
juftice, horror, and barbarity, that have . 
of late been afted in France, and which 
difgrace the name of freedom, and re- 
volt the heart of humanity, it. is hoped 
there is but one fencimeht in Britain and 
Ireland. 



TO HIS GRACE , 

DOUG LA S,. 

Duhe qf Hamilton and BjtAVBpir^ 
Marquis of Douglas, etc^ 

My lokd DUiCfi, 

AlthoucJh eftablilhed praiiice 
might, on this occafion, juftify my 
holding a language to. your Grace 
which I never before ufed, yet you 
have nothing of that -kind to fear ; it 
is as^inconfiftent with my difpofition 
to offer ddulatiorn, as it is cpntrary to 
yours to defire it. — Nor does this ad- 
-drcrs proceed frofii a vain belief that 
the luftre of your name will ^difpofe 

a* 
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tot Public to wink at the blemiilies 
of my performance. The higheft titles 
do not fcreen even thofe to whom 
they belong from contempt, when their 
peribnal cbaraAen are contemptible ; 
hf lefs can they (belter the dulnefs or 
, folly of others. 

I am prompted to offer this View of 
Society and Manners to your Grace, 
by fentiments of the moft finccre efteem 
and attachment ; and, excluflve of all 
confiderations of that nature, it is pre- 
fented with peculiar propriety to you, 
as no other peribn has had equal op- 
portunities of knowing how far the 
ot^efts.it comprehends are juft, and 
faithfully drawn from nature. 

Some perhaps may imagine, that I 
(hould have difplayed more prudenop 
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in offerrng this work to a lefs competent 
judge ; but I am encouraged in my 
defire of prefixing your Name to 
thefe imperfe<% iketches, by the fond 
perfuafion, that nobody can be mqre 
inclined to afford them the indulgence 
of which I am ieniible they ftand in lb 
much need. 

I have the honour to be^ with the 
moft refpe&iful and cordial regard^ 

YOUR GRACE'S 

Moft abedient, and 

obliged Stnraiity 

THE AUTHOR. 
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SOCIETY AND MANNERS,' 



LETTER I. 

' . Paris, 

1 WAS greatly diOippoiitted by your not 
coming to-tdwd, as you intendedj.lKiving been 
for fome tia^e imp^tienC to ioforn^ yoa of 
whst pafled between your young friend -^ 
and ipae ; I relied tiil the saep^nt of our de*- 
parture on having an Qpppr-tuniry of d4>in|; 
this, perfonally. '^ Siqce qur a(rriv;|l at Paris 
fay time )fsi$ been tgleen up with ^rtain iif^ 
tlifpQnbble arrangeixients for the; Pufee-of 
Hamiltonjr and I %oft ftise ^he firftiOiGM^ 
VOL. I, A 
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Con of communicating the whole to yoQ^ 
in the only manner at prefent in my power. 

You will remember the uneafinefs yoa 
£>nce cxprefied to me oh^MccouBt of that 
gentleman's propenfity to gaming, and of 
die inconveniencies to which he had been 
put by Tome recent loiles ; you will alfo re» 
ipi^mb^r the refolutions whichi in confis 
quence of your requeft, he formed againft 
play ; but you have yet to learn, that he re« 
fumed the dice before the month was ended 
in which he had determined oever to touch 
them xnore^ and concluded one unfortu* 
nate night, by throwing away a fum &r 
exceeding any of his former lotks. 

Aihamed of his weaknefs/ he carefully 

cr^ocealed his miisfdrtune from you, and 

' thereby has been fubjected to fome diftref- 

fes of a more mortifying nature than any 

jhe had formerly felt. 

What fhocked him mdft^ was a clrcomi- 
ibuKc which will not greatly aftonifli yon 
f— the indifierence which many^ who call 
ihemfelv^s his friebds ; Ihewed at his fitua« 
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tlon, and the coIdnc(s with-whidi thqrex- 
cufed themfelves from making any attemptf 
to relieve him from his dlEScoltics. Scr^ 
ral to whom he had advanced confiderable 
{iims in the days of his good fortanet dc« 
clared^a perfect uiabiUtY of repaying asy 
part of their debt; they told fome (ad taio 
of an miforefeen accident, which bad pat 
that entirely oat of their power (ot the pie* 
fent ; yet one of thofe uofortmiate gentle* 
^aen, the fame evening that he refiifed to 
repay our friend, Wft double the (nm^ 
every farthing of which he actaally paid in 
ready money^ 

Mr. — *s expe<^tions from thofe |«* 
(burces having in a great meafure ^kd, h# 
applied to Mr. P — in the City, whofup^ioi 
him witjh money at legal inteiefi^.fufficfent 
4o clear all his debts^ for which -he hakgraa« 
ted him 41 mortgage on his.eftate. -^ While 
our young frjend informed me of all. this, 
he declared,, that the rcmorfe he felton the 
recollection ; of his ioMy ms infinitriv 
greater than any pleafqre he h^ ever exf^ 
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rienced from the utmoft fuccefs. He ex- 
fretkdy at the feme time, a ftrong fenfc of 
oMigation to you and to me, for our en- 
d^avoiirs to wean him from the habit of 
gaming, regretted that fhey had not been 
Iboiner fucce(sfu1» but was happy td find, 
diat he ftill hai enough teft to enable him 
to Jive in a decent manner, agreable to a 
plan of oeconomy whkrh he has laid down, 
and to which he is refolved to adhere till the 
mortgage is relieved, *' I have now (added 
\ft In a^folemn manner) formed an ultimate 
|«folation again ft gaff^hrg for the reft of my 
life ; if I ever deviate frpm this, you have a 
right to confider me as djevoid of manly 
^rmnefsand truth, unwoahy of your friend^ 
Ihjf :,'and the w«keft of mortals. '* 
: .Kotwitbft:aii4ing^ the young gentleman's 
failure on z former occajjon, yet the juil 
ofefieSions he made on his paft conduct, and * 
ihedetermiiied manner in which he fpoke,^ 
pve megreat hopes that he will keep his 
prefmt nefolution..^^ To hipi I feemed ful- 
4v peifoadeQ pf tbif ^ auid. V$mure4 fo fay^ 



that I could (carcely regret hU laft ran of 
bad luck, which had operated fo blefle4 aa 
effect ; for he who has the vigoar to difen^ 
tangle himfelf from the fnares of deep pUy, 
at the expence of half his fortune, and with 
his charaAer entire, may on the whole be 
eftcenied a fortunate man* I therefore in* 
iifted Arongly on the wifiiom of his plani 
which I contrafied with the ufual determi* 
nation of thofe who have been unlucky a( 
play. Without fortitude to retrench their 
expences, or bear their firft misfortunesi 
they can only bring ihemfelvcs the. length 
of refolvin^ to renounce gaming asfon^as tbtg 
fiaU regain what |^ havteU^\ and imagining 
they have dill a claim, to the money which 
is now in the pockets of others, becaufe it 
was once in their own, they throw awaj 
their whole fortune in fearch of an inconii* 
derable part, and fini/h by being completely 
ruined, becaufe they could not fupport a 
fmail inconvenience. I pointed out, hoif 
infinitely more honourable it was to depend 
for repairing hi$ fortune on bis own good 
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fcnfe and perreverance^ than on the rcvoltt- 
tions of chance; which, even if they fhould 
be favourable, could only re-efliablifli him at 
the expence of others, moft probably of 
thofe who had no hand in occafioning his 
}oi!et. Hts infeparable companion — — 
entered while I wa^ in the middle of my 
harangue. Our friend, who had previoufly 
acquainted htm with his determination of 
renouncing gaming, endeavoured to prevail 
on that geiHleman to adopt the fame mea* 
iure, but in vaim — -— laughed at his pro- 
poTal, feid, " he was too eafily terrified-; 
that one tolerable run of good fortune would 
retrieve his zSairs ; that my fears about ruin, 
were mere bugbears ; that the word ruitr, 
like cannon charged with powder, had an 
alarming found, but was attended with no 
danger ; that if the word fhould happen, I 
could but be ruined ; which was only being 
in the feme ittuation with fome of the moft 
faihionable people in the nation.'* 

He then enumerate many inftances of 
thole who lived as well a& the weaithieft 



men in England, and yet every body prc^* 
Aounced them rained^ ** There is Gharlet 
Fox, added he, a man completely mined ^ 
yet beloved by hit friends, and admired by 
his cooBlry as much as ever." 

To this fine rdaforting I replied, "iThat 
the lofs of fortune could not ruin Mr. 
J^ox; that if nobody had been influenced 
by that gentleman^s exaimple, except thofe 
v^ho pofieffed his gei^ius^ his turn for play 
would never boYt oiie matl in the kingdom t 
but that thofe who owed their importance 
iblely to their fortui^e, ought not to riik 
it fo Wiantonly as be might do, whofe' 
fortune had always been of little impor* 
tance, when compared with his abilities;^ 
and fince they covild not iniifate Mr. Fox 
iti the tliiifgs for which he was fo juftly 
applauded^ they ought not to follow his^ 
example in thofe for which he was as- 
jtiftly condemned^ for the fame fire which 
burns a piece of wood to afhes, can onlf 
melt a guinea, which ftill retains its iiiv' 
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trinfic value, tbcugb bis Afajejiy^s countmamfi 
no longer Jhiru% on it, ". 

— — — did not feem to Velifli my 
argument, and foon after left us; but oar 
young friend feemed confirmed in his refo- 
lutions, and gave me frefh affurances, the 
day on which I left London, that he never 
would vary. . . 

Knowing the intereft you take ii> his 
welfare, and the high efteem he has for 
you, I have thought it rigjbt to give this, 
piece of information, which I know will 
afford you pleafure. His greateft difl&culty 
in adhering to the new adopted plan will 
be at firft ; in his prefent ftate of mind, the 
fpothings and fupport of friendftiip may be 
of the greatcll fcFvice, 

When your affairs permit you to go to 
London, I dare fay you will take the earlieft 
opportunity of throwing yourfelf ia his 
way : You will find no difficulty in perfuad« 
ing him to accompany you to the country. 
Removed for fome months from his prefent 
companions and ufual lounging places, the 



tnfiuence of his old habits will gra^uallf 
diminifti ; and, confirmed by your conver* 
fation, foiall chance will remain of his being 
focked into the old fyftem, and again whirled 
round in the vortex of diffipation and 
gaming. 



, LETTER IL' 

JL oun fctting Out for London imme* 
diately on the receipt of my leirer, is what 
might have been expe<fted. -— Nothing ren- 
ders a man fo a£live as an eager defire of 
doing good ; and 1 tnigbt have fotefeeh 
that you would catch at the opportunity 
with which I furnlfhcd you to indulge a 
ruling paflion. 

It gives me gr^t rat*ufaftion to know, 
tliat oar young frietid and you are upoh 

A* 
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(vLch a confidential footing ; and I heartily 
hope that nothing wilt interrupt a connec-^ 
tion which ihufl. be a fource <^/plea(ing 
refieftion to you, and* in every way advan* 
tageotts to.hini. -—I bad- no doubt that he 
would readily agree to accompany you^ t^ 
the country ; but I was not fo certain that 
Ke might not have found it neceflary to 
accept of your other yery friendly propofal. 
*-*- His refufa! is a proof, that he has recon- 
ciled his mind to his circumftances ; and 
with thofe fentiments, I am convinced that 
he will be able to live within his remaining 
yearly income with, more fatisfadioii than 
he enjoyed when he fpent five times that 
film. 

You infift fo much on my writing to yo^ 
tegularly, from the different places where I 
tnay re^e during my abfence from England^ 
that I begin to believe you are in earneftj 
and fhall certainly obey your commands. 

1 know you do not expefi from me a 
minute account of churches and palaces* 
However s^reeable thefe may be to the 



^o^ator» the^ generally afford but a flen-- 
der entertainment when ferved up in dc» 
foiption. 

There are cauntries. fome of which I maj 
again viiit before mv return to England, 
whofe appearance' i||ways ftrikes the eye 
vritk delight ; but it is difficult to convey a' 
precife idea of their beauties in words. The 
l^encil is a more powerful vehicle than the' 
pen for that purpofe ; for the landfcape ir 
apt to vanillv from the mind before the de-~ 
fcription can be readi 

The manners, cuftoms, and cbara£)ienr^ 
of the people may probably, furnifh the 
thief materials in the correfpondence yott' 
exa6l| with fuch- reflections as may arife' 
from the fubjeC);. In thefe, I apprife yoa 
before-hand, I fhall take what latitude I' 
pileafe : and though the complexion of my'' 
letters may mod probably receive fometint^ 
or /bade of colouring from* the country' 
where they may be wrote; yet if I take' 
it into my head to infill on the little tricks* 
erf an auorney^ when y,ou cxpc£k to hearpf'f 
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the politics of a prime minifter; or, if I 
tell you a tale about an old woman, when 
you are impatient for anecdotes of a great 
general, you mud not fret or fall into a 
pailion ; for if you do not permit me to 
t^rite on what fubjcOT^ pleafe, and treat 
them ift my own way, the correfpondence 
you require would become a fad flavery 
to me, and of confequence no amufement 
to you. Whereas, if you leave me free 
and unreftrained, it will at leaft form fome 
occupation to myfelf, may wean me from 
the habit of lounging, and will afford an 
cxcufe, in my own mind, for my leaving 
thofe parties of pleafure where people are 
apt to continue, forcing fmiles and yawning 
fpontaneouily for two or three hours after 
all relifh is fled. 

Yet in this difmal condition many remain 
liight after night, becaufe the hour of .fleep 
is not yet arrived ; ^*- and what elfe can 
they do ? 

Have you never found yourfelf in this 
Mlefs dtuatiod ? Without any pleafure 



where you are, without any motive to be 
gone» you remain in a k nd of paifive, 
gaping oyder ftate, till the tide of the 
company moves you to your carriage. And 
ivh^n^ you recover youf refle&ion in your 
bed-cbamber, you find you have pafied 
the two lad hours in a kind of humming 
buzzing Aupor, withou.t fatisfaAlon^ or 
ideas of any kind* 

I thank you for your ofier of Dupontt 
Knowing your regard for himi and his 
dexterity and intelligence in the fcience of 
valet-de-cbambreftiip^ 1 fee the full force of 
the facr/fice you are willing to make. If 
1 could be fo fclBfh on another occafioh a$ 
to accept your offer, the good-wiil I bear to 
your old friend John would prevent me at 
prefent. Dupont, to be fure, is wottb 
twenty of John for that employment; 
but I can never forget his long atrav hment, 
and I am now Co habituated to him, that 
one generally efteemed a more perfcdl 
fcrvant would not fuit me fo well. I think 
jnyfelf benefited even by his deficiencieii 
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which have obliged me to do many diingi* 
for tnyfdf that other poople perform \>f 
the hands of their fervantt. Many of oum 
acquaintances ftem- abfolutely incapable of 
motion, till they have hteff wound up by 
tlieir valets. They have no more yfe of 
their hands for any office about their owii 
perfons^ than if they were paralytic. At 
night they muft^ wait for their fervants; 
before they can und^efs tbemfiblves, and go ' 
to bed': in the mornings if the valet happens 
to be out ^f the way, the mafler muft remaiii 
Uelpiefs and fprawling in bed^like a turtle 
«n its back upon the kitchen-table of an 
iddeimAn; 

I-remaini &c» 



LETTER Illi 



1 went a few. ts fince to the Italiati 
Comedy J while* I enjoyed the exq[viifitc^ 



miveti of my old friend &rlin, tbe JUarqnit 
de F — ^, whom you Have fcen at London*, 
entered tfie box : — He flew to me with 
sdl the vivacity of a Frenchman, and with 
every mark of pleafure* and regard. H6 
had ten lhou(^nd qneftlons to afk about 
Bis friends in England all in one breath; 
and witfioat vrzitlng for zn aniwen Mon 
cher ami this, ma cH«re anie t'other;- 
ia belld fach a* one-,, la charmante fucB*. 
another. 

Perceiving We difturbed the company,, 
and having no hopes, tlvat die Marqai« 
would be more quiet, for fome time^ I 
propofed leaving the Comedy^ He aflented' 
immediately: ~ Vous avez raifon: il n'y 
a perfonne ici; c'eft un defert — (by th« 
way the houCe vO^as very much crowdedj— »• 
Je fui« venu comme vous voyez. en po- 
liflbn^— tout le monde eft au Coliflfee— - 
Allons* — We fteppcd into his vis-i-vis: 
He ordered the coachman to drive vitc 
comme tous les^ diables,. The hoifes went 
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as faft as they could, and the Marquis*! 
tongue ftill fafter than they. 

When We arrived, 1 propofed goingf 
up to the gallery, where we might fee 
the company below, and converfe without 
interruption. Bon, fays he, nous noua 
nicherons dans un coin pour crltiqucr tout 
]e monde, comme deux diables boiteux. 

A lady of a fine fhape and majeftic air 
drew hiy attention : I a&ed the Marquis 
if he did not think her remarkably hand* 
fome ?*-— Li, La, faid he, coldly.— Nous 
foitimes heureufement places pour elle« 
C*eft un tableau fait pour etre vu de loin. 
•—I then took notice of the exceffive white* 
nefs of her fkin. — — C'eft apparemment 
le gout de fon amant d*aujourd*hui, faid 
he J ct quand un autre fe prtSfenteroit qui 
prefereroit la couleur de pace, a I'aide d*ufl 
peu dVau chaude, elle fevoit audi foji 
afiaire. 

I next remarked two ladies drefled a little 
beyond ihe extravagance of the mode. 
Their features betrayed the approach of 
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fifty, in fpite of all the art which had 
evidently been afed to conceal that hated 

a^e. 

At fight of them the Marqins ftarted up. 
Ah ! parblca, Caid he, ces deux moroeaox 
d'antiqnit^ foot de me&paientes. — Excnfez* 
sioi pour deux minutes : if hat que je 
m'approche d'elles, pour Is fisiicfter dt 
Jeurs appas. Old ladies, continued hc» who 
have the rage to be thought young, are oC 
all animals the mod Yiadidivid when iicg«r 
leAed, and I have particular reafoos fior 
wifhing to remain in their good graces. He 
then left me, and having walked loood die 
circle with the ladies, returned and took his 
feat. I have got myfdf well out of the 
£::rape, (aid he ; I told them I was eogi^;ed 
with a. Milord, whom I fhonU have the 
honour of prefenting at their houfe, and I 
fixed a young officer with them, whc»fe heft 
hopes of promotion depend upon their iii« 
fluence at court, and who dares as ibon quit 
hit coloun in battle, as foriake thefe two 
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pieces^ of old tapeftry^ till they chufe t<^ 
rctircr * 

A young man very magnificently^ drefled 
entered the room : He announced his iibk 
portance by his alrs^ his buftle, the loud 
and decifive tone of his voice^ The Mar-» 
quis told me it was indifpenfably neceflary 
that I fiiotild be prefented to him ; there 
was no living in Paris without that advan<« 
Cage ; adding, ->-* II eft un peu fat, infini-* 
mentbSte, d^ailleuFS le meilleur en&nt dxk 
monde. 

A fine lady nestt appeared, wlio feemed ta 
command the admiration of the whole af-^ 
fembly^ * She floated round the circle of th© 
Collifi^e, farrounded by a clufter of Petitt 
Maitres, whofe eyes were fixed on her, and 
who feemed to move by her motion like fa^ 
Vellites under the influence of their planet* 
She^ on her part, was perfe£lly ferene^ and 
un^mbarrafled by the attention and the eye( 
of the fpedators. She fmiled to one, nod-^ 
ded to another, flirugged to a third, ftruch 
a fourth' with her fiin, burft into a fit of 
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hughter to a fifth, and whifpered in the ear 
of a lixth. AH thefe, and a thoufand tricks 
more, fhe ran through with the eafe of an 
z6trcb and the rapidity of a juggler. She 
feemed fully perfbaded that flic was the 
only pcrfon prefent worthy of attention ; that 
it belonged^ to her to develope her charms^ 
difplaj her graces and airs, and' that it was 
the part of the reft of the company to re- 
main attentive and admiring fpe6lators, 

Cttte drolcflela, faid'the Marqxiis, eft jok* 
Re, et pour ccuc raiCon, on croit qu*elle a de 
Tefprit : On- a' meme tach^ de tep^ter lies 
bons^mots ;- mais ih ne font &its gue pour & 
bouche. Etle eft beaticoup plus vaine que 
fcnfiWei grand' fbutien pour fli vertu ! au 
refte, elte eft dame de qualiti^, i la faveur dt 
quoi ell^ poffede un gofit de hardiefie fx heiN 
reux, qu'elle jouit .du benefice de TeiFrontc* 
rie sans ctre eSrontie: 

I was furjwifed to find' all this fatire df- 
re£led againft fo beautiful a woman, and 
ftifpeaed that the edge of F — ^s remarks was 
fliarpened by fome recent pique. I was 
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going to rally him on that fuppdfition, when 
he fuddenly ftarted up, faying, Voila MotiC 
de — , le meilleur de mes amis. •— V eft ai- 
mable ; on ne peat pas plus. — II a de Tes- 
prit comme un demon. -^ II faut que vous 
le comioiffiez. Allons : — Defcendons. So 
faying, he hurried me down ftairs, prefented 
me to Monf. de — as un philofophe Angiois, 
who under ftood race^horfes better than the 
great Newton himfelf, and who had noaver- 
iion to the game of Whift, Monf. de — 
received me with open arms, and we were 
intimate friends in ten minutes. He carried 
the Marquis and me to fup at hi^ houfe^ . 
where we found a numerous company. 

The converfation was cheerful and ani- 
mated. There were fome very ingenious 
men prefent, with an admirable mixture of 
agreeable women, who remained to the lail::, 
and joined in the converfation even when it 
turned onfubjeSs of literature ; upon which- 
occafions Englifh ladies generally imagine it 
becomes them to remain filent. But here 
they took their ihare without fcruple or he- 



fituation. Thofe who underftood any thing 
of the fubjed delivered their fantimcnts with 
great preciiion, and niore grace than the 
men ; thofe who knew nothing of the mat- 
ter rallied their own ignorance in fuch a 
fprightly tnanner, as convinced every body, 
that knowledge is not neceffary to render a 
woman ei^cccdingly agreeable in fociccv. 

After pafling a moil delightful evening, 
1 returned to my lodgings, my head undif- 
turbed vrith wine, and my fpirits nnjaded 
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ParU. 
W^ have been ja month a Paris; a 
longer time than was intended at our arrival; 
yet our departure appears to me aft a greater 
i^iftance now than it did then. 
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F— has been my mod conflaot com- 
panion; he ij^univerfally I Seed, lives in the 
very bed company, and whoever is intro- 
duced by him, is fare of a favourable re* 
ception. I found little or no difficulty in 
excuiing myfelf from play. The Marquis 
undertook to make this matter eafy ; and no- 
thing can be a greater proof of his influence 
in fome of the moft fafhionable circles, 
than his being able to introduce a man 
without a title, and who never games. 

He is alfo intimately acquainted with 
fome of the moft eminent men of letters, 
>to whom he has made me known. Many 
4>f thofe,' whofe W4>rks you admire, are re- 
ceived at the houfes of the iirfl: nobility on 
the moft liberal footing. 

You can fcarcely believe the influence 
which this body of men have in the gay 
4nd difiipated city of Paris. Their opinions 
not only determine the merit of works of 
tafte and fcience, but they have confiderable 
weight on the manners and fentiments o 
people of ranki of the public in general|an£ 
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tonfequently are not withoat fffcGt on die 
sneafures of government. 

The fame thing takes phce in feme de- 
^ee in mod countries of Europe; but, if 
I am not miftaken, more at Paris than any 
where elfe ; becaufe men of letters are here 
at once united to each other by the yarioos 
academies, and difPufed 2mong private £»• 
ciecies, by the mannen and general lafte of 
^e nation* 

As the fentiments and converiation of 
men of letters influence, to a certain de- 
gree, the opinions and the condud of the 
fa/hioiiabie world; the manners of thele 
laft have a more obvioas effcA upon the 
air, the behaviour, and the confervation of 
the former, which in general is polite and 
eafy; equally purified from the awkward 
timidity contra£k&l in retirement, and the 
difgufting arrogance infpired by univerfity 
honours, or church dignities. At Paris, the 
]^edants of Moliere are to be feen on the 
ftage only. 

In this countryi at prefent, there are 
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many men diftinguiftied by their learning, 
who at the fame time are cheerful and eafy 
in mixed company, unprcfuming in argu- 
ment, and in every refpefl . as well bred as 
thofc who have no other pretenfion. 

Politenefs and good manners, indeed, may 
be traced, though in diiFerent proportions, 
thiough every rank, from the greateft of 
the nobility to the Joweft mechanic. This 
forms a more renriarkable and diftin^uiftiing 
feature in the French national charafter, 
than the vivacity, impetuofity, and fick- 
Icnefs., for which the ancient W well as the 
modern inhabitants of this country . have 
been noted. — It certainly is a very fingular 
phaenomenon, that politenefs, which in 
every other country is confined to people of 
a certain rank in life, (houM here pervade 
every fituaiipn and profefiion. ^The man 
in power is courteous to hi's dependant, th^ 
profperous^'to' the unfortunate^ the yefy 
1>eggar who (blicits charity, "does it *' en 
homme commeilfaut;" and ifhisremieil 
'be pot gnuited, %eis fore, at Ical^ tKSt it 

mil- 



wlil he refuffed with an appearance of ha« 
maiuty, and not with haribnefs or iiifult. 

A {Iranger, quite new and uaverled in 
their language, whofe accent is uncouth 
and ridiculoas ki the ears of the French, 
and who c&w fcarcely open bi& moudi 
without m«dcif^ a biunder in grammar or 
idioiB^ is heard with the moft (erloas at- 
teirtiou, and never laughed at, even when 
he ntters the oddeft folecifm or equivocal 
exprei&on« 

X am a&ai4» fsdd I, yeftnday, to a 
French gentleman, U^ phrafe which I 
tifed juft now is not Fri^ncb* MoaC^ur^ 
replied he, ceti» expreffien cff&Etyv^tmat 
n*eft p0$ Fran^oife, mak dfe meric« hiea 
dc retre. 

The moft daring deviation from hSnea^ 
in the io^i^itant aitkle of deefs,. cahoot 
anake {hem forget the laws of good^bree4t 
ing. When a perfon appears at the pnafalif 
walks, i!^ clothes made a^inft every law 
of the mode, upon wbtch the French arc 
foppofed to lay fuck ftce£v they do not 

VOL, !• B 
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gaze or fneer at him ; they allow him firfi: 
to iMi6» as it were, unobferved, and do not 
dllthen turn roand to indulge the cario* 
£ty which his uncommon figure may have 
excited. I have remarked this inftance of 
delicacy often in die ftreets in the lowed 
of the volgar, or rather of the - common 
people ; for there are really very few of ^ 
the natives of Puis, who can be called 
vulgar. 

There are exceptions to thefe, as to all 
genml remarks on the mannen and cha- 
ta6^r of any nation. 

I have heard inftances of the military 
treating poftiUions and inn-keepers with 
injuftice ; and the feignear or intendant 
opprefling the peafant. Examples of the 
abufe T>f power, and infolence of office, 
ve to be met with every where. If they 
are tolerated, the fault lies in the go- 
ternment. 

I have not been fpeaking of the French 
government. Their national charader is 
one thing ; the nature of their government 
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h a very diiFerent - matter. Bat I am con- 
vinced there is no country in Europe where 
royal favour, liigh birth, and the military 
profeilion, could be allowed fuch privileges 
as they hstve in* France, and where there * 
would be fo few inftanccs of their pro^- 
duciAg rough a^nd brutal behavieur to in-" 
ierrors. . : ; 
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A, CAKDID Englifiixnan, of whatever rank 
in life he may be, muft f<oe with indignation,* 
that every thing in thisj kingdom is arranged 
fer the accommodation af the rich ah^ the.- 
powwfal; and that little- or no regard it 
paid to the. comfort of cititens of- an in- 
ferior <fiation. This appears in a thduKand 
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ioftanc^Sy aad flrikc^ the ^ye immediately 
<m entering Paris. 

I thi^k I jbave ken it (pmewhere re- 
m^M, that the regular and efit^lual 
iB9Qner in wl^^ thie city of London i$ 
lighted at night, sind th^ s^(ed pavemexits 
on the fidiss of every ftrept for the, fecurity 
and conveniency of foot pafiengers, feencji. 
to indicate, that the body of the people^ 
as well as the rich and great, are counted 
of fome importaaeeiui the eye of govern* 
iment Whereas Paris is poorly and par- 
tially lighted; and except on the Pont 
Neuf and P^nt 'Royal, afid th<f quays be- 
tween them, is not provided with foot- 
ways for the accommodation and fafety 
of thbfe who cannot afford carriages.^ They 
xnaft therefore grope tbfiir vKsiy n ^tjfh^ 
c^n, and fliulk behiDid piUflffs, or- rua iom 
ilu^ps, to avoidbftingfiniifaed by th^coKhe^ 
whidi are driven as ttear the wail at. thfe 
ooaduiian pieafas ; dilpdcfing the peopls^ on. 
foot at thoir 'i^roacby riike dutff before tlio 
wiiuLf 



((bt tlte Ff^e& di^^ttot Jbve hy hear it caiUed 
dsfpotifm^ v^t^ ilk needld^ td quart^I with 
them ihe^t ia Wbfd } n raSfed ih tliU ^utr* 
tpf fo vety high, lh« it quite lofts figtrt <rf 
die bulk of thfe x\aitie«, *nd pay« atterttioh 
ofily to o ftl?e> #hcH being in eacidted ftationty 
isbme whhin the Cociit'^ fphei^ of^ifidrt. 

Lepetlple, iA France, is a tern* rf re- 
proach. Un homme du people, iMpIies isi 
want of both education and manners. Ua 
homme comme 11 &ut, on the other hand, 
does not implf ^ nnn of fenfe at prin« 
ciple, ^ut Umplf a Aan of birth or UAti6n ^ ^ 
for a maa may be homme comme il faur, 
and yet be der^id of every qoality which 
adorns human natove, Theve i» no queftion 
that governmeAt kaves tHe middle and infe^ 
rior ranha of life in (bm« degree irnprote£ted 
and expofed to the injuflice and infolence of 
the ^eat , who are coi^fidered in this coon- 
try, as fomewhat above the law^ though 
grcailybclow. the Monarch. 

But the pdiihe^ mildnefs of Ftenchman* 
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joers, jthe;g^y >nd fociable tarn thfefpf n^on, 
, the affable dadceafy conduj% of -mafters ta 
:their fervants,. fuppljr the defipences, and 
correct the, crrots,. of the govjpromcnry and 
Tender the condition of the comipon people 
.in France, but: particularly at Paris,, better 
,ihan in (everal other countries of Evirpp^^; 
and much, mo re tolerable than it wpjukl be, 
if^the national character refembled that of 
thofe countries* 



. I was interrupted by Lord M- who;|irpiv^d 
laft nighr. He agreed to dine withius. . F— • 
.called foon after : he was difengaged alfo, 
and'promifed to be of the party. 
! Yon know how laborious a thing it is to 
keep alive a .dialogue with my Lord M, 
.The converfation cither deg€?nerates into a 
foliloquy on your part, or expires altoge- 
ther. I ,W2is therefore excee4ingly happy 
witli the thoughts of the Mafquis^s. com- 
pany. He was uncommpiily , lively ; ad* 
drefled much of his converfation to his Lord- 
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ibip ; tried him upon every fobjaSky wine, 
women, horfes, politics, and leK^n. He 
then fung Cbanfens a boire, and endeavonned 
in vain to get my Lord to join in the choros. 
Nothing would do. —* He admired his 
clothes, praifed his dog, and C^ud a thoniand 
obliging things of the Englifli natioii. To no 
purpofe: his Lord/hip kept up his filence 
and referve to the laft, and then drove away 
to the opera. 

Ma foi, faid the Marquis, as foon as he 
went out of the room, il a de grands talens 
pour le filencc, ce Milord-la. 



LETTER VL _ 

Paris. 

In a former letter, I mentioned good breed- 
ing as a ftriking part of the French na- 
tional char after. Loyalty, or an uncomol<m 



f ondnefs fin-y and attachment to^ the perTons 
of their princes^ is another... 

An Englifhman, thonj^ he views the 
virtues of his king with a jealous eye during 
his rrign, yet he ^11 do them all jnfticc in 
the r^ign of his (occeflbr. 

A German, while he is filent with refpeft 
to the foibles of his prince, admires all his 
talents, much more than he would the fame 
qualities in any other perfon. 

^ A Turk, or Perfian, contemplates his 
Emperor with fear and reverence, as a fupe- 
rior being, to whofe pleafure it is his duty 
to fubmit, as to the laws of Nature, and the 
will of Providence. 

But a Frenchman, while he knows that his 
king is of the (ame nature, and liable to all 
the weaknefles of other men ; while he enu- 
jmerates his follies, and laughs as he laments 
them, is nevertheless attached to hint by a 
fentiment of equal refpe^l and tendernefs ; a 
kind of affedionate prqadice, independent, 
of his real cbara£ler. 



' Mti * U a wmd whidi eonveys ta flk% 
nnndi of Frenchflieii the Ucs^ of bcaero- 
kmctf gntitodey and Iov6; » well m thok 
of power, grandeur, and happineft. 

Tbef ftodk to Verfiulles every Snndayy 
bdioM htm witb unfaied carioity, and gase 
on Inm withasmucb AcisbAioii tfietwci^ 
tieth time as the firff* 

Tihey CDofider Inm as their fiicndy cfaoiigh 
he does not know their perfons ; as their 
protefior, thoogh their greateft danger ia 
from an Exempt or Lettre db Cachet; and 
as their ben^i3or, wh& they are opprefled 
with taxes. 

- They magnify into importaneie hk. tpoA 
indifferent aAion^ ; diey palliate and cxcnfe 
all his weaknefies ; and they impute hit t^** 
ion or crimes to his nuniftertor odm «?il 

* We tranflate Je Roi, by « Ac king, ** whicn 
is by no means equivalent. Le Roi does lumielfy 
and makes others do, what be pleafes. The 
ktog camioft do whdt he pleafe, bat does what 

others pleafe. . .. ; 

B * 
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CQunfcllorj, who i{as th^y&frfly affert) hlfrcv 
for fome'bafe puFp6fQ» 4<9po£sd„.v^a/:hi» 
judgment, ai>d perverted^, xbt ufidtBvjatiog 
re£titude.ef his initehfiions. 
,♦ They repeal, with fondiap^ptoife, c^tfry 
frying of ,hi s which . ieems \ tO" indtcate.^hcf 
(mallcft .approach, to wit, or even bears: the 
mark of ordinary fagacity, . - 
. 'The mofkT incomfiderabie drcnmftance 
which relateS'. to the Monarch is of impop^ 
tance : whether.he eat much or little at din<- 
iicr ; : the coat Ke^wears, the horfe on^ which* 
1^ rides; aliaflbrd matter of convenfatioa in 
the various focieties at Paris, and are the 
ittoft agreeable fubjefts of cpiflolary.corref- 
pondence with their. friends in the pro* 
vinces. ♦.. 

'^ If he happens to bt: a little indiipofed^, all . 
Paris, all France, is alarmed, as if a real ca- 
lamity was threatened : an4tQ feem interfil- 
ed, and to converfe upon any other fubje<^ 
till this, has been difcufled, would be cpnQ^ 
^exed as a. proof of upf^doni^ble indif'^ 
fcrcnce- . : ' ^ 



At a -review, the troops perform theif 

inanoeavres unheeded by fuch of the fpec« 

tators 2& are within fight of the King. They» 

are all engroffed in contemplation of thd 

Prince. — Avcz-voas vu Je roi ? — Tcnezr-i 

ah 1 — voUa le iroi~Le Toi rit«— •Appa^ 

renunent il eft content. -«- |e fais charities 

—ah; il toufle ! — A-t-il tbuift ?^ Ooii 

parUeb i et bien fort-^JeTuis au deiefpoir* 

: At mafs, it is the King^ Qot the Prieft^ 

who is the bl^f); of attention. 'The Hbft 

is elevated ; but = the people's eyes reinaifi 

fixed upon the face of their beloved Mo^ 

harch. 

. Even the moft ap^ptiuded pieces of thd 
theatre, which in Paris create more enotioif 
than the ceremonies of religion^ cah with 
difficulty divide their attention. A fmilife 
from th6 King, makes them forget the-^for^ 
row of Andromache, and the wrobgs of die 
Cid> - . ' ■ ■ : -^'^ 

This exceffive* attachment is hot confined; 
to the perfon of the Monai'chi but extend s- 
lo every , brsinch; pf the royal fam^ilyin all bS 
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whdmi it is imagined in this country, have 
an hereditary ri^ to every gratiiScation and 
enjoyment thai homan nature ii capable of 
receiving. And if any caule, moral or phy* 
fical, impede or obftra& diis» they meet 
wHh uiuverfal fympathy. The moft trivial 
difi^poimment or cha^in which be&la 
tb^dy i« confidered as more ferious and 
itfie^ng, than the moft dreadful caJamity 
lirbich can happen to a pHvate family* It 
is lamented a& if the natural order of things 
were counterai^di and the amiaUe Princ^ 
or Pri^icels, deprived^ by a cruel phaenbmo* 
jnon, of that fupreme degree of happinefi^ to 
which their r^nk In Jik gives them an unde- 
niable title. 

. >A11 this regard feems real^and not a0e6led 
from any rootivie of intereft ; at leaft it muft 
br fo with refpe&.to the bulk of the people, 
who can have no hopes of ever being known 
to their princes, far lefs of ever receiving 
liny perionai favour friMdi them. 
' The ph'doiophkal idea, that Kings have 
> been a{^ii^ foi: public conveniency ; 4har 
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' '' . \ 

/ Aey are actemstabfe te their ft}bfe£b fbr \ 

/ mal-adminiftradoA, or for continued a^ of 

I lojoftiGe zn4 opprcffioo ; i» a doArint Tery 

I oppofite to the general preju£ces of thia 

I nation. If any of their kinga were to behave 

\ ift|fach an imprudent and datrageont man- 

V ner as to occafion a revok, and if the infiir<» 

\ gents afkoaJty got the better, I qneftion if 

I thejr would tfiink of new^oiodelling the go* 

vernmenty and ItiiiriiSi% the power oftbcf 

crown, as was done in Britain at the Revo* 

lution, fo aa to prevent the hke abnCes for 

the fatore. They never would ^ink of 

going fiirtheri I tnfiag^'ne, than placing ano* 

ther prince of the Boarheo fam ly on the 

throne, with the fame power that hispredo** 

ceflbr had, and tfaea qntetly fay down thehr 

arms, £uisfied with hts royad word or dech- 

lation to fpvem vrith ntK^eequfty^ 

The French fcetft (6 delighted and 
dasftled with the loflfre of Monaithy, that 
they cannot bear the diought<s of any qua- 
lifying mixtiire, which might abate its vio- 
ience, and reader its ardour more benigit 



3^ VtiW QT SOClStf ANli 

They xhufe to give the fpendid machine 
full play, though fk often fcorches and 
threatens to coDfume themiblves ?nd their 

1 They coitfider the power of^he king^ 
from^ which their fetvitade proceeds, Las 
if it were tbefr own power. You witt 
hardly belicfvc it',- but I am fure of the 
hSt : They are proud of it ; they are prOud 
that there- ts no check or Umitatibn to hi^ 
authority^ 

They tett you with exultatiori, that the 
king has an arn^y of near two hundred 
thoufand men in thb time of peace. A 
Frenchman is as vain of the palaces, hne 
gardens, number of horfes, and all the pa- 
raphert^lia belonging to the court of the 
Monarch, as^n Englifhman can be of his 
own houfe, gardens, and equipage. 
' When they are told of the diffufion of 
.wealth in England, the immenfe fortunes 
fBade by' many individuals, the affluence of 
tbofe of middle rank, the fecurity and eafy 
fitvatiotv of the common people; inileact 



efbeingniortrfi^Aby the comparifon which 
might naturally occttr^tatheir imaginations, 
they comfort themfelvcs with the rcfleftion 
that the court of- France is more brilliant 
than the couet oi Great Eritain;, and that 
the Duke of Orleans and the Prince of 
Condd have greater revenues than any of 
the Englifh nobility. 

When they hear of the frceJom of de- 
late in parliament, of the liberties taken in? 
writing or fpeaking of the conduft of the 
king, or mcafures of government, and the 
forms to be obferved, before thofe who vcn- 
ture'bn''thfe moff daring abufe of either caii^ 
bfe brought tapumfliment, they feem fillcii 
with indignation, and 'fay with an air of IrU 
timph. — ^C*eftfeien aiitrctnent chez nous : Si 
leRoi deFraxice avoit afFaire^a eesMeffieurs* 
H, iMeut apprendroit i vivre. * And then 
they . would. .proceed to infqrm !you, that, 
parbled! their raidifier would give himfelf . 
iio trouble about, fcrins or proofs • that fuP, 
picion was ftofficient for him, and without 
more adoJhe woulAihutup fuch impertinent 
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people hfi theJBaftille for maoy years* Ami 
then raifing th«r yoflbi m$ if what they faict 
were a proof of the courage or magnaninutyr 
of the minifter-^Oo peot-etre iL feroit con-^ 
damner ces droIe&4i aot galifo pour lai 
tic. 



LETTER VII. 



IT wouiil be almoA (uper&iou^ to otdenrcn 
that there are a great many people in J*rafice, 
#ho think ID a ^ry difiercwt manner frotQ 
that which I have mentioned in mybft; 
and who have juft and l^Kral ideatf of thd 
defign and nuture of government^ . and 
proper and manly fentiments of the' na- 
' ^ tural rights of mankind. Hie writtngt 

of Montefqnicu arc greatly admired ; This 
atone b fuffident to prove h. Many later 



imthors, ^nd tbe converfatkm d£ the phtlo** 
fephical a»d ttwttmiag people^ £ipby the 
fiime fpirit. 

. Wkit is mentioned in my lad letter, 
however, comprdiends the generatturn or 
manner of thinking of the French iiation» 
and evinces how very pppo&te their fen^* 
tiiBenfs opon the Al^efi of civii governmeaC 
are to Aok of onr coontrymoiw 

I have beani aii Ei^Uflumn emtmerafo 
the advantages of the Britiflr confiHatioii 09 
a ciicle of French Bourgeois, and exptarm 
» thent in what onnner fe people of 
Aeir raflk (if ih were proteAed from the 
infbience of the conr tiers and nobility; that 
tbe pcereft fhop-heepei:, and lowefi tnrie^ 
man in J^nglaodf couM have iminediace rtM 
dtefsfor^ny iiqury donehiin by tbegreate(l 
ndUeiBan in the kingdom. 

Well, what impreffion do yoa think tfus 
declamation had opon the French auditory i 
You will naturally imagine theywo^ ad- 
mire fuch a conflitution^ and wifii for the. 
&mc in France:— Not at all. They fym^ 
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pathized with the great : they fcemed' to 
feel fpr their want of importance. One" 
obferved, C'eft pcu. de chofc d'etre noble 
chez vous : and another, fhaking his head, 
added^ Ce n*eft pas naturel, tout cela. , 
r- When mention was made that the king 
of Great Britain could not inipofc a tjx'by 
his own authority; that the confent of par- 
liament, particularly of the hbufe of com^ 
mons, was neceflary, to which afleiiibly 
people of their . raiik of life were admitted ; 
they faid with fome degree of fatisfa£kibn^* 
Cepehdant, c'eft affcz beau, cela. But when 
the Engiijfh patriot, expefting their com* 
plete approbation, continued informiing 
them, that the king himfelf had not the 
power to encroach upon the liberty of the 
. meaneft .of his fulgc£l*s ; that if he or the 
minifler did, damages were recoverable 
at a court of law, a loud and prblonged 
DiABLiE iffued froni every mouth. They 
forgot their own Situation, and the fecurity 
of the people, and turned to their natural 
bias of fympathy with the King, who they 
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all feeenoed to think' mnft be the mcyft op- 
prefled and tngared of mankind. 

One of tbem at lafi^ addreffing himfelf t» 
the EngUfli polijticiany f»d» Tout ce que je 
puis vous dire, Monficur, c*eft que .votic 
pauvre Roi eft b'len a plaindre. 

This folicitude of theirs for the bappinefs 
and glory of royalty extsuds in fomc degree 
to aU crowned heads whatever: Bat with 
regard to their own Monarch, it feems the 
reigning and darling paflion of dieir fouls, 
wji\ch they carry^ with them to the grare. 
.' A French foldicr, ij^ho lay covered with 
.wounds oh the field of Dettingen, demand- 
ed^ a iitde before he expired, of an Englifh 
officer, .how the battle was likely to f ermi- 
satis ;!. and beihg anfwered, that the Britifh 
troops, bad obtained a great viSbry ; Mon 
pauvre Roi, faid the dying man, que f&- 
ra-t-il? • ' 

< For my part, my friend, although I 
heartily wifh his Majefty all public and do^ 
meftic happiqefs, yet if thcifmallcft folickudc 
9bout either ihould diftuib my dying mo- 
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ment^ it will be die (boogeft prMf that nrf 
own aflaim^ fpiritufll and teittferal/yviir 
conccrhsy a« wdl at ttiofe ctf my «tber pri* 
vato frtc^i art kt a moA tomforiatile' fi* 
tuaiioiu ' ' 

*P^ S. I haire not fisen the Marquis for ib- 
Tcral days. He bad mfbrtned mc^ at our 
▼ery firft meedng, that he was paying bi» 
court to a young bdy tif tatmtlf at his mo^ 
ther's defir^e, who wai impatient i6 fee bfcn 
married. He Eiid^ be toold rcfisfe his tao^ 
iher nothings paree qii'eUe ^toit Ir meaikur 
isnfant da mondtt ^Befides^ b(r fftidy the young 
iady was very pnm^y and agreeable, and he 
Was ^er head and earr in lore with her. 
He has told me finc^ that every tbii^ wa$ 
arranged, and he expected to be in a fliort 
time the happieft man in the world, and 
would hare the honour of prefenting me to 
his bride very foon. I (baU let you know 
my opinion of the lady when i fee her — . 
But ler her be what Ae.will, I am forry 



tbat F*^ thinks fif«i9f^ng feearlj in lifei 
for a Frenchisiiii ^ fiyo*«a4^tweiiC]r i» not 
qtttfefeiiHbte m ^maskk U ao En^lifbioan 
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Parft. 
J/^KM 4$ aa^MUotf ptwi^of p^licncwrs. 

<^BU]g myM^ ; bul yo« Jiyofd^iKi tamy en- 
ipgmma^^ ^ fa^rr I am failed to nrvitc Oc^ 
yoi^ undi flail fefome ibc i#)))eAjof.my 

itvoHt! >C ifnqwi^jr mgr ^^ffisafo the 
e]l^ ^ pIliMhflHr..;; mi ri\9^ oC aU 
9$iflSMs llie luT^ ^ « KifiC* «Mr^T bitcavib 
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furely oi^ht to be cptlfidered as meritorious 
by thofe who arc the objcdls of it. 

No people exifting, - or who did ever 
exift, have had fo juft a claim to the- 
gratitude and affe6tions of their fovereign^ 
as the French. They rejoice in his joy, 
arc grieved at his grief, proud of his power, 
vam of his accoinplifliments, indulgent to 
his failings. They cheerfully yield their 
own convenlencies to his fuperfluities, and 
are at all times willing to facrifice their 
lives for his glory. > 

A King, • one would imagine, mufi be a 
perfed monfter of felfiflmefs and infetifi- 
bflity^ vvh6 did not love fuch fuhjcfts^ and' 
who did not beftow (bnie time and attention 
to (Promote thci^'happinefe : Yet the French 
nation has not fed a Monarch worthy of all* 
this regard Bncfe theWys^f Henry* IV. and 
of alFtlieif kings* *ey'iifcd him the worft. 

Of thfc *ree bntfthii^i who immediatdy 
preceded9uiBi''thi( firftv^' l^ibkly creature,' 
as; feeble in iXiind ds^ 4fi Ifo^ f the (6cotid, a. 
monfter <tf ^[Mta^«6ii aid cru^t^ ; and- 



the third, after a dawn of feme brightneff, 
allowed his meridian to be obfcured by 
the grofleft clouds of effeminacy and volupr 
taoufnefs. Their Italian mother, who 
governed ail the three, feems to have been 
perfeftly unrcftraincd by any feelings, of 
humanity or of confcience, and folely guid- 
ed by motives of intereft, and the moft 
perfidious policy. 

The princes who have fucceeded, as well 
as thofe who reigned before the fourth 
Henry, ferve as foils which difplay his 
bright qualities with double luftre. 

Notwithftahding ail the inducements 
which the French, kings have to promote 
the happinefs of their fabje(9s, it may . be 
many centuries before they are bleffed with 
one. who fliall have that paffion in'fuch a 
high degree. 

A chara(3er in which the great and ami- 
able virtues are fo finely blended, is very 
rarely produced in any nation. How.fmall 
then muft be. the chance that this prize 
ihaii fail to the individual who is def^ 
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tined for the throoc i Heary ceceivctl in 
education very dijSereott from that mbidi is 
geaeraily i)dObowed on Kings. His ciup. 
faster was formed b. the hardy &bo<d of 
adverfijty : his ound was firengtheiifid by 
coAtiiMial exertions «£ covm^ and pm^ 
4eace. He was ta«ght hurnanky by faf* 
fermg tuider the r^od of iyeamty^ and ex- 
periencing the pangs of the vuiiorttiitate^ 
Having ire)i|oeQt}y ftood in need of friends, 
he knew due vahie of their attachment^ and 
his heart became <»ptU6 of friendihip. 

Difficulties and dangers often ftrike out 
inrticles of geniius which otherwife might 
fcmain latent aod vtkieb^ and contribute to 
the formation of a vigorous charai^er, by 
animating iSiofe fparks of virtue which a 
life of indohnce would have compietely 
extinguiihed. 

Thofe people wko, from ihefr earlteft in-* 
fmcj^ have found every thing provided for, 
thera^ whoha«e not much ambition, ami 
•eon^^queotly are &ldom eaccited eo my 
great ejection of their faculties, generally 

fed 
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feel thcfe fecolties dwinfic and grow vcak, 
for the fame rcafon diat a man's arms 
would become gradually fccbk, and at 
length pcrfcftly ufeicfs, if he woe to 
wear them \n a Ccarf for any confidcnbSe 

That the faculties of the nnckrftanding, 
like the £news of the body, are relaxed 
by floth and ftrengtheoed by cxercife, no- 
hoiy will doubt. I imagine die fame ana- 
logy holds in fome degree between die body 
and the quaWtles of the heait. Bcncralcncey 
pity, gratitude, are, I ^fpe^^ exceedingly 
apt to Aagnate into a calm, fluggifh inlen- 
fibility in that breaft which has not been 
^itated from real misfortunes. 

People do not fully enter into difticflcs 
which ihey never bare felt, and wUck they 
t^ink they run but a fauli rxikoffeelii^. 
Accordingly it has bem remarked, that thofe 
who have been favoured through lifb^with 
the frnlle of fortune, and whofe time has 
beexr (pent in the ainufemeots of courts and 
laxarious indulgences, very often acquire an 

VOL. I. c 
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afionifhing infenfibiiity to the misfortunes 
of others. The diarafter the moft perfeftly 
cold of all I ever knew, devoid of friendihipi, 
gratitude, and in fome inftances dead to na« 
tural afFciftion, belongs to a woman of ele« 
vated rank, whofe life hitherto has been a 
continued feries of fortunate events. 

Yet while all their cares are com rafted, 
and all their feelings abforbed, within the 
compafs of their own ikin, (\xdti people feem 
often convinced, that they themfclves are of 
the moft humane difpofitions and the moft 
extenCve benevolence, upon no better foun- 
ddtlon, than bccauTe they have fe}t them- 
felves affe£l:ed by the artful diftreffes of a 
romance, and becaufe they could fhed a few 
barren tears at a tragedy. 

If to tbefe fymptoms of fenfibility, they 
can add, that of having occafionally given 
a guinea when the contribution has been fet 
a-going, or have parted with a little fuper« 
fluous money to free themfelves from impor- 
tunity, they have then carried benevolence 



t0 tht utmoft length of their idea of that 
virtue.. 

They have no notion of anjr thing beyond 
this i nor woald they make one active exer- 
tion, poilpone a iingte party of pleafure, or 
in any, fliape interrupt the tranquillity of 
their own indolence, to perform the moft 
effeniial fervice (I will not fsty to a friend, 
fuch people can have none ) to any of the 
human race. 

There are many exceptions'; but in gene- 
ral thofe perfons who are expofed to the 
Jiings and arrows of outrageous fortune^ who 
have experienced the bafe indiiicrence of 
mankind, and have in feme degree^// what 
wretches feel y are endued vvsrh the trued (ym- 
pathy, and enter, with the moft lively fend* 
biiity, into the (ituation of the unfortunate. 

. Non Ignara mali, mifcris fuccurrere difco,* 
.fald Dido, who had been obliged to fly from 

* J.ike you, an alien in a land unknown, 
I learn to pity woes, fo like my own, 

DHYDEN. 
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faer coantry^ to ^neas, who had been wit- 
nefs to the defiruction of his. 

Dido jrnd ^tieas ! — How in the name 
of wandering have wc got into their com- 
pany } I could no more have gaeiTed at this, 
than at the fubjeft of one of Montaigne's 
Eflkys from the title. We fet out, I believe, 
withfomcthing about France; — but you 
cannot ^Xf e£t that I fhould attempt to take 
up a thread which is left fo far behind. 

Adieu. 



LETTER IX. 

Paris. 

JL Mentioned in a former letter, that my 
friend F— was on the point of being married. 
He called at my lodgings a little while ago. 
His air was ib very gay» that I imagined he 
had fome agreeable news to communicate. 
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Me voila 9u defefpoiry mon cher ami, faid 
he, with a loud laugli. — » You are the mer- 
rieft man I ever faw in that fieuatioQ, iaid 
I. -^ He then informed me, that the oH 
Marquis de P. his mlftmfs& father, had watted 
on his mother, and, after ten thoataad apelo* 
gies and circamlocur/ong^ had given her tp 
uoder/land, ihat certain things had inters 
Tened, which rendered it knpoffiUe that ht 
Aould ever have the honour of being father-- 
in-law to hsr Ton ; and requeued her to ia*- 
form him, how in&nltely uneafy he and ail 
his &niiJj were, at an accidcmt which de* 
privcd them o( the pleafurc they had pro* 
pofed to themfelves from that amaoStioh. 
His mother, be faid, had indeavdured to dif- 
cover the incident which has produced this 
fudden alteration ; — but to nt) purpofc — 
The old gentleman contented himfcJfwith 
aflkring her, thatlbe particulars would be 
equally difagreeable and fuperfluous,-*-and 
then took his leave, in die -moft polite and 
affcdlionate terms that the Fx«nch langua^ 
could furniih him with. 
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F— told rac all this with an air fo cafy 
and contented, that I did not well know 
what to make of it. My dear Marquis, faid 
I, tt is fortunate that I have b^en miftaken ; 
for you mufl: know, I had taken it into my 
head that you were fond of the lady. — You 
were in the righr, my friend, faid he, je Tai- 
mois infiniment. •— Comment, infiniment ! 
laid I, and yet be fo merry when you are 
juft going to lofe her \ Mais vous autres 
Anglois, faid he, vous avez des id^es ii bi- 
zarres ! — Aimer infiniment, cela veut dire 
aimer comme on aime, — tout le mondc 
s'aime ainfi quand ii ne fe halt pas. — - Mais 
je vous conterai toute rhistolre. 

My mother, added he, who is the befl 
rcreature in the world, and whom I love with 
all my foul, * told me this marriage would 
make her quite happy. — All my uncles 
and aunts, and coufins, for ten generations, 
told me the fame. I was informed over and 
above, that die lady, her father, and all her 
relations, wiflied this alliance with the mod 
©bliging earneftnefs. The girl hcrfclf is to. 



jcrably pretty. They will perfuadc me to 
marry fome time or other, thought I ; why 
not now, as well as at another time ? Why 
fliould I refufc to do a thing which will 
pleafe fo many people, without being in the 
f mailed degree difpleafing to myfelf ? — • To 
be fure, faid I, that would have been ill-na** 
tnred. It was lucky, however, that you 
happened to be perfectly difengaged, and 
did not prefer any other woman. 

You are mtftaken, my friend, faid he; I 
preferred many to the lady in queftion, and 
one in particular, whofe name I will not 
mention, but whom I love — whom I do 
love. — Comme on aime, faid I, interrop- 
ting him. — » Non, parbleu ! added he, with 
warmth, comme on n'aime pas. — « Good 
Heaven 1 then, cried I, how coufd you think 
of marrying another? -^ Cela n*empeche 
rien ! faid the Marquis, coolly-*^ for I could 
not marry the other. She had the dart of 
me, and had undergone the ceremony al- 
ready; and therefore (he had no objc6tion 
to my obliging my mother |nd jelations in 
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this particular, for (he is the beft-nature^ 
woman in the world. 

So flie appears to be, faid I. — O ! pour 
cela, oui, mon cher, added he» elie eft ia 
bont^ menie« However, I am very well 
pleafed, upon the whojei that the af&ir has, 
gone off without any fault of mine; and; 
though it is pofliblf thac it may be brought 
on at fome future period, I ihall ftiU be 9. 
gainer, parce qu^un manage recuU eft tou- 
jours AUtant de gagnc fur le rcpentir. ^So 
iaying, he wheeled on his heel, Jiammin^ 

Noti, tu ne te mettras-pas, Cohn, etc. ^ 

Irtiere's the piifture of a French lover for 
you. — I fet down the whole fcene as foon. 
as F— left me, and fo I leave you to make, 

your own rcflciftions. ^, 

Adieu, 
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LETTER X. 

I « ' Pari*, 

JL ov have often iieard the Frencli accuCed 
q( infifloerityi and of being v^rtn m prcM 
fkHibntiy bat devoid of r^I fiiend&ip. ^ 

; .Ottf covntrynten, in qpaitrcular, arc led 
iht^ thia opinion, frdm the maaners m 
general •be'uig tnore obCequibus here thaa id 
England. Wbat Freiichroen confsder at 
common good manners, many £ngii{hmei| 
H^ould cail fl9rtery, peiiinps fewningl 

Their language abounds in conxpliiiientat 
j^hrafes, M^ch tibey diftribiite with won*- 
tleHBltpTofttfiQn and voinbility ; bat ibdy 
anjtend no more by them, tlian an^ JEIngliiht- 
;n]an means when he fobfcribes himfei' 
-your moil obedient h^imbte ifenrand, at -the 
coiKhifion'ol* a letter* ' 

A Frenchman not only means nothing 
<>eyond CDminoin »clvilhy,^by the plentiful 
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fhower of compliments which he pours on 
every (Iranger ; but, alfo, he takes it for 
granted, that the ftranger knows that no* 
thing more is' meant. Thefe expreffions 
sure fully underftood by his own country- 
men : he imagines all the world are as well 
informed ; and he has not the fmalleft ia« 
tention to deceive. But if any man takes^ 
thefe expreffipns in a literal fenfe, and be^ 
lieves that people are in reality itlfpi^ed 
with friendfiilp ; or have fallen in love with 
him at firft fight, he will be very much 
drfappointed ; efpecially if be experts ftrong 
proofs of either. 

Yet he has no right to accufe the French 
4)f infmcerity, or breach of friendfliip.- » 
Frtendfhip is entirely out of thg quefiion. 
^ey never intend to convey anyiHfter 
idea, than that they were willing to receive 
kirn on the footing of an acquaintance; 
——and it was the bufinefs of bis lan- 
giiage-mafter to have informed him of the 
real import of their expreflions. 

If t lie fame words indeed were literally 
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Mnflated into Englifh, and ofcd by one 
Engliihman to another, the perfon to whom 
they were addrelled, would have goodreafon 
to imagine that the other had a particabr 
regard for him, or meapt to deceive himf 
becaufe the cftabUfecd modes of civility 
and poiitenefs in England do not lequife 
foch language, 

. The not making a proper allowance for 
difierent modes and nfages which accident 
has eftabiiflied, is one great caofe of the 
unfavourable and'harih fentiments, which 
the people . of the different countries of 
the world too often harbonr againft each 
other. 

You may fay, perhaps , that this faper- 
fiuity of compliments which the French 
make ufe of » is a proof of the matter in 
^eftion \ that the French have leis ilncerity 
than their neighbours. By the fame rule we 
muft conclude, that the common people of 
every nation, who ufe few complimental 
phrafes in their difcourfe, have a greater 
regard to truth, and flronger fentiments of 



friendflsip, than thofe \a tb^. middle a^ 
higher ianks» But this is what I ii»agine >f 
would be difficult to pcoYe< 

ThefiB complimentail phrafes^ wfcicb havtf 
crept into aH modern langoages^ tftay^ per<» 
haps, be ftiperfluotis ; or, if you pleafe^ 
abTurd : but tbey lu^e fo fally eftabliihed, tbac 
people of the greateft intep-itjr rnnft. uia 
tb^m; bodi in Engfaipdand iti France ; with 
thisdi&ronc^) that aifmnHer pirapordon witt 
do in the iangiKige of tiiewnecdtimry^'thm 
it) that of the xscher; ^but^ihey are indk^M 
Vioris of friendfliip itineiiber. 

■ FViendfliip h a pirfnt oF flow growth, Iff" 
every climate. Happy the man who canf* 
rear a few, even where he has flife moft 
fettled rcfidence. Tr^vdBcfrs, paffitigthrotrghr 
foreign eoiititrieS; feldoin take time to cat* 
fivatfe' them ; HT they be prcfttited iviiJr 
.fcrt^e flowers, ahhough trf'a 'flimfy ttxtare 
and quicker growth, they ought to accept 
of them with thankfulfiefi, 'and not '^uarreP 
with the h^tives, for choofing totbtaii* 



the odi<er more vallate plant £ov their* 

'^^'f^all tn^ilefSjpthe young EnglUh no-. 
hijl^^and gep try have the leaft light to 
find. fault w4ih their entetainment while aa^ 
their tour« abroad; Cot juch of them as. 
fhow a defire of forming a conne£Uon with 
the inhabitants, by even a moderate degree 
ctf attention I are received 0pdn ea/ier terms 
than <tbe ti-avelkrs from any other oowntry* 
B«i a v^ry ironfiderable ..number of oar 
odtlnttymen ha^ne not this faoalieft deGre of; 
that isatuf;e: th^ item rather to avoid 
their fociety, and accept with rela£i:ance. 
eirery offer of bofpitals^* . Wkk ^happens 
pbr^y 61091 aprejiidfce. againfi forei^er^ 
Q^ every Idndi: paitly from ^nidalif erieoau^t 
turri «erenre;.and m a grdatmndfoscrfrom^ 
indolemrc,. a0d an abfohltB de(faftddoi> . of i 
cerenviiTy ind. jdftrhiRt. Befides^ othejr ^ 
hjHetltplie obliged rto-'^alp^ -iangco^ of« 
which they feldoaiL acquire ^a peife& coti^* 
maid. 

They frcqnciitlyv therefore, form, focie^ 
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tics or clubs of their own, where all cere- 
mony is difmiiTed, and the greateft &{e 
and latitude allowed in^ behaviour, d^s, 
and convcrfation. There they confirm cSteh ' 
other in all their prejudices, and with united 
voice condemn and ridicule the cuftoms 
and manners of every country but their 
own. 

By this c<mdu£l the true purpofe of tra- 
velling is loft or perverted ; and many Eng^ 
liih travellers remain four or five years 
abroad, and have feldom, during all this 
fpace, been in any company but that of 
their own countrymen. 

To go to France and Italy, and there 
converfe with none but Engliih people, and 
jner^qly ^at^'yoa may' have it to fay that 
pm/liaivel4s$fn3'in thofe countries, is cer- 
tainly^abfiiVd': Nothing can be more fo, ex- 
cept to a^opt with enthufiafm the faihionsy 
fopperies, tafte, and manners of thofe 
countries, and tranfplant them to England,, 
where they never will thrive, and wkerc 
tbey always appear awkward and unnatural. 
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For after all his efforts of imitation^ a tra« 
Ydled Englifhman is as difierent from a 
Frenchman or an Italian^ as an Englifh 
maftiff is from a monkey or a fox : And if 
ever that fedate and plain-meaning dog 
ihould pretend to the gay friikiilefs of the 
one, or to the fubtilty of the other^ we 
fhould certainly vaiae him much Jefs than 
wc do. 

But I do not imagine that this extreme is 
by any means fo common as the former. 
It is much more natpral to the Englifh 
chara^^er to defpife foreigners, than to imi- 
tate them. A few tawdry examples to the 
contrary, who return every winter from the 
continent, are hardly worth jmenttoning a$ 
exceptions. 
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LETTER XL 

Paris, 
JLOUR acquaintance B—- — has been m 
Paris .for tliefe three wedks paft. I cannot 
conceive how he has remained (o long ; for 
he has a very bad opinion of this nation, and 
is fraught with the ftrongeft prejudice againft 
French manners in general. He confiders 
all their politefie as tmpertineiice, and re* 
ceives their civilities as a pitelode to the 
picking of bis pocket. 

Ue and I went this forenoon to a review 
of xhe foot-^goards^ l^y Marshal Biron. 
There was a crowd ; and we could ^with 
difficulty get within the circle fo as to fee 
conveniently. An old oflScer of high rank 
touched (ome people who {lood before us, 
faying, — Ces deux Meffieurs font deset ran- 
gers ; upon which they immediately made 
way, and allowed vis to pafs — Don't you 
think that was very obliging? faid I,— Ye% 
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aafwered he^ bat, by heavens, it was very 
unjuft. 

We returned by the Booletards, where 
erowdt of citizens^ in their holiday dreflb, 
were making snerry ; the young dancing 
cH>tilloni» the old beating time lo the 
muficy and appbuding the dancers all in a^ 
carelefir oblivion of the pally thougbtlefi of 
the fiitare, and totally occupied with the 
prefent^-^Thefe people (eem very happy, 
faidL— <^Happy ! exclaimed B— — ; if they 
had common (enCc or refleAion, they would 
be miirerable. Why fo? — Could not the mi- 
nifter, zafwered he, pick out half a dozen 
of them, if he pieafed, and clap them into 
the Bkretrc?— That k true indeed, bid I; 
that is a cataftrophe which, to be fure, may 
very probably happen, and yet I thought no, 
vnore of it than they« 

We met, a few days after he arrived, at 
a French houfe where we bad both been 
invited to dinner. There was an old lady 
of quality prefent, next to whom a young 
officer was ieated^ who paid her the utmpft 
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attention. — He helped her to the difhes (ke 
]iked, filled her glafs with wine or water, 
and addrefled his difcourfe particularly to 
her. — What a fool, fays B— — , docs that 
young fellow make of the poor old woman ! 
If (he were my moiher, d — n me, if I would 
not call^im to an account for it. 

Though B— — underftanck French, and 
fpeaks it better than mod Engliflimen, ?ie 
had no relifh for the converfation, foon left 
fhe company, and has refufed all invitation^ 
to dinner ever iince. He generally finds 
feme of our countrymen who dine and pafs 
the evening with him at the Pare Royal. 

After the review this day, we continued 
together, and being both difengaged, I pro- 
pofed, by way of variety, to dine at the public 
ordinary of the Hotel de Bourbon. He did 
not Tike this much atfirft. — I (hall be teafed, 
fays he, with their confounded ceremony : — • 
But on my obferving, that we could not ex- 
ptSt much ceremony or poKteneis at a pub- 
lic ordinary, he agreed to go. 

Our entertainment turned out different. 



kowever, from my expedadons and hit 
wiihcs. A marked anention was paid us the 
moment we entered ; every body fecmed in- 
dined to accommodate us with the beilplacea. 
They helped us firft, and all the company 
fcemed ready to (aoifice every little con* 
veniency and diftin^on to the ftrangen; 
for next to that of a lady, the moft refpeded 
rharadler at Paris is that of a ftrangen 

After dinner, B and I walked inle 

the gardens of the Palais Royal. 

There was nothing real in all die UA 
thofe people made about us, fays he. 

I &a\\ help thinking it Jmttiuig, faidi, 
to be treated with civility and apparent kind- 
nefi in a foreign country— by ftrangers who 
!know nothing about us, but that we aie 
Engliihmen, and often their enemies. 

But their politenefs confifts in trifles, laid 
he. — In what confifts anybody's politeneft? 

lejoined I. ^The utmoft a Frenchnun 

will do for you, added he, is to endeavour 
to amufe yon, and make your time pa& 
agreeably while you remain in his country. 
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And I think that no trifle, anfwercd I.-— 
There are fo many fources of uneafinefs and 
venation in this life, that I cannot help 
having a good will, and even gratitude, to all 
ihofc who enaWe mt to forget them : — for 
fiQch people alleviate my pain, add contribute 
to my happinefs. 

Biitthefe Frenchmen, rejoined he, do not 
care a far^iag for you in their hearts,-— • 
And why fliould I tare a £irthing for that ? 
faid I. — We hare nothing to do with their 
hearts-^Youdo not expeA a friend in every 
agreeable acq usHntance, . 

Bat they are an knterefted fet of people ; 
and i^v^en tbofe among them who pretend to 
be yoQr friends,— -do it only for fome felfifh 
end. 

This is only an afierfion, faid I, bat no 
j)roof.— If you ftood in need of pectirmiry 
affiftance, they would not advance you a louis 
to (ave you from a jail, conttntred he. 

I hope never to be petfefitly convinced 
of that, frid I ;— -bttt if we were to cultivate 
friendihip from the idea of afiftance of that 



nature, it would be doing cxadly what you 
accufe them of : Befides, continued I, the 
power and opportunity of obliging our ac- 
quaintances and friends by great, and, wliat 
are called, effentlal fervtces, feldom occur ; 
but thofe attentions and courtefies, which 
fmooth the commerce between man and man, 
and fweeeen focial life, are in ercry body's 
power, and there are daily and hourly occa- 
iions of difplaying them,— -particnlarly to 
ftrangers.—*—Curfe their courtefies, (aid he, 
— they arc the greatcft Bore in nature.— 1 
hale the French. — ^They arc the enemies of 
England, and a faife, deceitful, perfidious— 
But as we did not trome orer, interrupted T, 
to fight them 'at prefent, we fliall fufpend 
hoftlUties till a more convenient feafon ; and 

in the mean time, if you have no oljeAion, 

let us go to the play. 

He agreed to this propofal, and here our 

converfation ended. 

You know R — is as worthy a fellow as 

lives; and, under a rough addrefs, conceals 

the bcft difpofition in the world. His man- 
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tier, I imagiac, was originally afiumed frof» 
a notion, which he has in common with 
many people, that great politenefs, and ap- 
parent gentlcnefs of behaviour, arc generally 
accompanied with wifehood and real cpld- 
nefs, — ev«n inhumanity of charadler ; — 
as if human nuture, like marble, took a 
polifh proportionable to itshardnefs. 

.This idea Is certainly formed without an 
accurate examination, and from a fuperficiat 
view of mankind. As a boorifh addrefs is' 
no proof of honefty, fo is politenefs no indi- 
cation of the reverfe ; — and if they are once 
reduced to an equality in this partictlar, it is 
evident that the latter is preferable in every 
oiher rcfpe<a. 

But to return to the French ; I an^clearly 
of opifiion, that a ftranger may fairly avail 
himfelf of every conveniency arifuig from 
their obliging mannen, although he fhould 
be convinced that all their affiduity and atten- 
tion are unconnei5^d with any regard to him, 
and flow entirely from vanity and felf-lpve. 
He may perceive that his P^ifian frkndp 
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while he loads him with civilities^ is ma* 
king a difplay of his own proficiency in the 
fcience of politenefs» and endeavouring to 
thruft himfeif forward in the good opmion 
of the company, by yielding the preference 
on a thoufand trlfiing occa&ons. -^ Though 
he plainly fees» that all his ftooping is with 
a view to conqaer, why Ibould he repine at 
a viiS^ory which is accompanied with (o many 
conveniencies to himfeif? why quarrel with 
the motive while be feeU the benefit of the 
cflEcai 

If writers or preachers of morality could* 
by the force of eloquence, eradicate felfifh- 
nefs from the hearts of men, and mike them 
in reality love their neighbours as them* 
ielves, it would be a change devoutly to be 
wiihed. But until that blefled event, let ua 
not find fault with thofe forms and attea* 
tioDS which create a kind of artificial fi-iend* 
{hip and benevoience, which for many of 
the purpofes of fociety produce the &me 
efieds as the trtie. 

People who love to amufe themiclvti 
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witli play, and have not ready money, are 
iMigtd to ufc counters. You and I, my 
friend, as long as we cut and fliuffle to- 
gether, (hall never have occafion for fuch a 
fuccedaneum ; — I am fully perfuaded we 
areproviAsd, on both fides, with a fufiicieut 
quantity of pure gold. 



' LETTER XII. 

Paha. 

W H*N B— i and I went to ^the playhoufe, 
as was memidned in my laft, we found a 
ptt>d)giotis crowd of people before Hhe door : 
We^fcoold no* get a place till after a confi- 
derabie ftruggre. The play wai the Siege 
of Calais, founded on a popular ftory, which 
muft needs be inttrcftmg and flattering to 
the French nation. 

• ypu cannot conceive what preffing and 

crowding 
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crowding there is every night to fee this fii- 
vourite piece, which has had the fame fuccefs 
at Verfailles as at Paris. 

There are fome few critics, however, who 
aflert that it is entirely devoid of merit, and 
owes its run to the popular nature of the 
fubjeft, more than to any intrinfic beauty 
in the verfes, which fome declare are not 
even good French, 

When it was laft a<9:ed before the King» 
it is faid, his Majefly, obferving that the 
Due d* Ayen did not join in applauding, but 
that he rather fliewed fome marks of difguft, 
turned to tho Duke and faid, Vous n'applau- 
diffczpas? Vous n*hes pas bon Frangoif^ 
Monf. le Due : — To this the Duke re- 
plied, — A Dieu ne plaife que je ne fufle par 
meiileur que les vers de la pi^ce. 

Obedient to the court in every other par- 
ticular, the French difregard the deciiionr 
pronounced at Verfailles in matters of tafte. 
It very often happens that a dramatic piece^r 
which has been adked before the royal family 
^nd the court, with the higheft applaufe, is 

VOL. I. ' "D 
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afterwards damned with every circumftance 
of ignominy at Paris. In all works of genius 
the Parifians lead the judgement of the cour- 
tiersi and di£bte to their monarch. 

In other countries of Europe, it has hap- 
penedy that fomc prince of fuperior talents 
has, by the brightnefs of his own genius, en- 
lightened the minds of his fubjefts, and dif- 
pelled the clouds of barbarifm from his* do- 
minions. 

Since the commencement of this century 
a great empire has been improved from a 
ilate of grofs ignorance, refined by the arts 
of peace» and inftru^lad in the arts of war, 
by the vaft genius and induflry of one of its 
I^rinces, who laid the foundation of its pre- 
fent power and grandeur. 

Another inconfiderable Aatc, with fewer 
refources, has, at a later period, been created 
a powerful monarchy^ by the aftonifhing 
efforts, perfeverance, and magnanimity of its 
prefent king ; whofe love of knowledge and 
the arts has drawn fome of the greateft 
geniuflTes in Europe to his capital; whence 



fcience and tafte rauft gradually flow throagh 
fais whole dominions, wheie they woe for* 
merly but little cberiflied. 

In thefe inftances,''an4otheR which mi^ 
be enumerated^ the pnnces have been fu* 
perior in genias to any of their fabicAs. 
The throne has been the famcc whenoe 
knowledge and refinement have Bowed Co 
the extremities of the nation. 

Bat this has nevei* been the cafe in France, 
where it is not the king who polifhes die 
people;-— but the people who refine the 
manners, humanize the heart, and, if it be 
not pcrfe£ily opaqae, enlighten the nnder-i 
(landing of the king, 

Teiemaque, and many other works, have 
been compofed wiih this intention. In niany^ 
addrefies and renionftrances to the throne,- 
excellent precepts and hints are infinaated' 
in an indired and delicate manner. 

By the emphatic applaufe they beftow oit 
particular pafiages of the pieces reprefcntcd 
at the theatre, they convey to the monarch 
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rag^oufly flattering in the above ; the mo- 
ral of which isy that the love of peace is 
one of the grcateft virtues a king can pof- 

fefs the beft moral that can be infxnuatcd 

into the bread of a monarch. 

In this work the horfe is infinitely more 
admired by fculptori and artifls, than 
the king. But the grcateft overfight is 
that the whole group, though a!! the figures 
are larger than life, have « diminutive ap- 
pearance in the centre of the vaft area in 
which they are placed. 

The wits of Paris could not allow fuch 
ah opportunity of indulging their vein to 
efcape unimproved. Many epigrams are 
handed about.— Here are two : 

Bouchardon eft un animal, 
Et fon ouvrage fait pitie ; 
U place Ics vices a cbeval, 
£t met les vert us k pled. 

Voila nbtre Roi comme il eft i Verfailles, 
Sans foi, fanis loi, ct fansentrailler. 
Both are too fevere ; giving the > idea of 
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wicked difpofitions, and cruelty of temper^ 
which do not belong to Lewis the Fif^ 
teenth; whofe real charadter, in three 
words, is that of a good natured, eafy« 
tempered man, fank in floth and fei^ 
fuality. 

I have feen another iafcription for the 
ftatue handed about ; it is in Latin, and 
very fhort ; 

STATU A STATUiE.' 

You may imagine that the authors of 
tbefe would meet with a dreadful punifii- 
ment, if they were difcovered. No danger 
of that kind is fu£Elcieat to rcQrain the 
inhabitants of this city from writing and 
fpreading fuch - Pafquinades, which are 
greatly relifhed by the whole nation. 

Indeed, I imagine there is more of the 
fpirit of revenge, than of good policy, in 
attempting to repel fach humours ; which, 
if they did not get vent in this manner^ 

* The Statue of a Statue. 
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itiigbt Ibreak out in a more dangerous 
jhape. 

Adieu. 



LETTER XIIL. 

Pwris. 

1 Dined ycfterday with an equal number 
6f'both fcxes, at the Chevalier B——^s. 
He is F ■ ' ^s very intimate friend, 

and has a charming hoirfe within 
a few leagues of Paris, which the 
Marquis makes full as much ufe of as 
the owner. 

The Chevalier has a confiderablc revenue 
which he fpends with equal magnificence 
and ceconomy. He has been married many 
years to his prefcnt lad)'', a moft agreeable 
woman, with whom he pofleffes every 
thing which cad ^ake their union happy, 
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ercept children. They endeavour to forget 
this difagreeable circumftance, by a con- 
ftant fucceflion of company ; and, which 
is very fingular here, the fociety entertained 
by the hufband and wife are the fame. 

F-^ — -, though much younger than either^ 
is a great favourite of both ; and they are 
always pieafed when he invites a fmaU 
company of his friends to dine at their 
houfe. 

The prefent party was propofed by 
Madame de M— — , a rich young widow, 
much admired here ; of whom I (hall give 

you a glimpfe, en paiTnnt for 4o not 

imagine I undertake to describe the moSt 
undefcribable of all human beings^— — a 
fine French. lady. 

.Madame de M— — has fome wit, more 
beauty, and vivacity in the greateft mea^ 
jfure : . if there were a fourth degree of 
companfon, I ihould place her vanity theii^. 
She laughs a great deal, and ihe.is in the 
r.ight; for her teeth are remarkably feo^.^ 
She talks very much, and in a load and dft* 



( 



« 



Sa TXBW OP SOCZZTT AOT> 

cifivc tone of voice— This is not fo judi- 
ciouSf becaufe her fentiments arc not fo 
brilliant as her teeth, and her voice is r;ither 
harih.— -She is received with attention and 
rcfpefl: every where ;— that {he owes to her 
rank.— She is liked and followed by the 
men ; this (he owes to her beauty. She is 
not diiliked by the women, which is pro- 
bably owing to her foibles. 

This lady is thought to be foi^d of 
F— : fo, to prevent fcandal, (he de- 
fired me to call at her houfe, and attend 
her to the Chevalier's. 

I found her at her toilette, in confulta- 
tion with a general officer and two abb^s, 
concerning a new head-drefs which (he had 
jwft invented. — It was fmart and fanciful ; 
and, after a few corrections, 'received the 
fiindlion of all thofe critic;. They declared 
it to be a valuable difcovery, and foretold 
that it would immediately become the 
general mode of Paris ; and do immortal 
honour to the genius of Madame de 
M— '-. 
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She wheeled from before the glafs, with, 
an air of exultation.; — Allons, done, mes 

enfans a la gloire^h-cified flie ; and 

was proceeding to give orders for her equi-* 
page, when a fervant entered, and informed 
her that Madame la Comtefie had accepted 
her invitation, and would certainly do her* 
lielf the honor of dining with her. 

I defpalr of giving you an idea of the 
fudden change which this meflage occa* • 
Honed in the features of Madame de M— . 
Had {he heard of the death of her father^ 
or her only child, fhc could not have beea 
more confounded. — Eftilpoffible (faidfbe, 
. withaa3Ccentof defpairjqu'on pvifle etre 
a bete ! — ^The fervant was called, and e;ia« 
mined regarding the import of .the anfwer 
he had brought from Madame la Comleflb 

—It was even fo ^fhe was afluredly to 

come.-'— Frefh exclamations on the part of 

Madarfte de M . Did you fend to ia- 

vite her for this day ? (aid I— Undmbtediy 
I did, replied. Madame de M--— — ». Thai 
could be delayed no longer.— She came {o 
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town laft Sunday. — I therefore fent her the 
politeft meflagc in the world, begging to 
have the honour dP her company for thij 
day, at dinner ; :lnd behold the horrid 
woman ( with a rudenefs or ignorance of 
life without example) fends me word fiie 
will come. 

It very /hocking, indeed, (aid I, that 
Ac fhould have mifunderftood your kind^ 
nefs fo prodigioufly. — • Is it not? faid /he. 
Gould any mortal have expedbed fo barba- 

it)us a return of civility ? She is con- 

liefked with fome of my relations in the 
country : —when fhetrame to town, I im- 
mediately* left my name with her porter. — ^ 
She called next day on me — I had informed 
iny Swifs, that i was always to be out 
when fhe came. I was denied according-- 
ly.-— Cela eft tout Cmple, et felon les regies. 
The woman is twenty years older than I,* 
jmd we muft be infupportable to each other 
-ii- Shc'tMightto have fecn, that my invita- 
Ihn was diftated by poHtenefs only : — the 
ftme politenefs on her part fhouM hare 



prompted her to send a refufaf. In this 
manner we might have vifited each other, 
dined and Tapped together, and remained 
on the moft agreeable footing imaginable 
through the whole courfe of oar lives : — but 
this inftance of groffieret^ muft put an end 

to all connedlion. Well— there is no 

remedy. — I maft fu^r pargBtory fortbJs 
one dajr. Adieu. — Prefent my compif- 

ments to Madame B . Inform her of 

this horrid accident. 

Having condoled with Madame de M— — 
on her unmerited misfortune, I took my 
leave and joined F , to whom I rc»' 

counted the fad chance which had deprived 
us of that lady's company* 

He did not s^pear quite fo unhappy as 
ihe had on the occafion ; but -he fwore he 
was convinced that the Countefs had ac- 
cepted the invitation to dinner par pure 
malice ; for to his knowledge, ibe was ac- 
quainted with their party to the Chevalier 
B *8, and had certainly feized that op- 
portunity of plaguing Madame dc M — — ^ 
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' wbom flic hated. Witboat that doucear, 
he imagtoed the dinner would be as great 
a purgatory to the Countefs, as it could- 

pebbly be to Madame de M . How 

thefe a&dionate friends contrived to pafs 
their time together 1 know not» but we had 
a oioft agreeable party at the Chevalier's-— 
the Marquis entertaining the company 
with the hiftory of Madame de M— — *s 
misfortune, and the lovii^ tete-i-tete which 

it had occafioned. ^This ht related with 

fttch fprightlinefs, and defcribed his own 
grief and difappointment widi fuch a flow 
of good humour, as in fome degree indem* 
nificd the company for the lady's abfencc. 
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LETTER XIV. 



JL HOUGH the gcntlcncb of Frendi i 
Bers qaalifies in tome degree the feverity 
of the governtncBt^ as I cbfervti in a for« 
mer letter, fiili the condition of the 
common people is by no meams com- 
fortable. 

When we confider the prodigious re-* 
fources of this kingdom ; the advantages it 
enjoys above aloioft every other country in 
point of foil, climate, and £taation ; the 
induftry and ingenuity of the inhakituifs, 
attached by a&£tion to their kings, and 
fubmifive to the laws ; we naturally ezpe& 
that the bulk of the nation ibouid be at 
their eafe, and that poverty fhould be as 
little known here as in any country of 
Europe. .1 do not fpeak of that ideal or 
comparative poverty, the child of envy and 
coYCtoufnefs, which may be felt by the 



richefl: citizens of London or Amfterdam ; 
or of the poverty produced in capitals by 
gaming, luxury, and diffipation ; but of 
that aftual poverty, which arifes when the 
laborious part of the nation cannot acquire 
a competent (hare of the neceffaries of 
life by their induilry. 

The tvvo firft Aow from the vices and 
extravagance of individuals : •— r The other 
from a bad government. 

Much of the firft may be found. in Lon- 
don, where more riches circulate than in 
any city of Europe ; of the laft there is little 
to be- feen in the country of England, 

The reverfe of this is the cafe in France, 
where the pooreft inhabitants of the capi- 
tal are often in a better fituatioii than the 
laborious peafant. The former, by adhii* 
niftcring to the luxuries, or by taking ad- 
vantage of the follies of the great and the 
wealthy, may procure a tolerable livelihood', 
and fometimes make a fortune ; while the 
peafant cannot, without much difficulty, eata 
a* fcanty and precarious fubfiftence. 



' To have an adequate idea of the wealth 
of England, we muft vifit the provinces, 
And fee how the nobility, the gentry, and 
cipecially the farmers and country people, 
in general live. The nmagnificence of the 
former, and the abundance which prevails 
among the latter clafles, muft aftoniih the 
natives of any other country in Europe. 

Ta retain a favourable notion •of tlic 
wealth of France, we muft remain in the 
capital, or vifit a few trading ormaiiufac? 
turing towns ; but muft feldom enter the 
chateau of the Seigneur, or the hut of the 
peafant. In the one, we fh'all find nothing 
biit tawdry furniture, and from the other 
we fhall befcarcd by penury. 

A failure of crops, or a carelefs adraini* 
ftration, may occafion diftrefs and fcarcity 
of bread among the common people at a 
particular time ; but when there is a per- 
manent poverty through various reigns, and 
for a long trafik of years, among the pea- 
fantry of fuch a country as France; this 
Icems to me the fureft proof of a cardefs^ 
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and confequently an oppreifive government. 
Yet the French very feldom complain of 
their government, though often of their 
governors » and never of the K^g> hot aU 
ways of the miniften 

Although the enthufiaftic affeAion which 
the people of this nation once felt for their 
prefent monarch be greatly abated, it is not 
annihilated. Some of the courtiers, indeed, 
who are fuppofed to adminifter t6 the 
King's pleafures, are detcfted« The impru- 
dent odentatious luxury of the miftrefs, is 
ptibRcly execrated ; but their cinfure of the 
King, even where they think themfelyes 
quite fafe, never burfts out as it would in 
fome other nations, in violent expreffions, 
fuchas, Curfehis folly, — his weaknefs, or— . 
his obftinacy. No : even their cenfure of 
him is intermingled with a kind of a£fec* 
tionate regret. — Naturellcment il eft bon, 
they fay. — And when they obferve the de- 
plorable anxiety and difguft in his coun- 
tenance, which are the concomitants of a 
conftitution jaded by pleafure, and of a 



mind incapable of application, they cry, 
Mon Dieu, qu*il eft triftel-^II eft maU 
heureux lui-mame;— --comment peut-il 
penfer i nous autres? 

I atn perfuaded, that, in fpite of the £f- 
content whkh really fubfifts at prefent 
in France, the King might recover the 
efteem and ^ffeOiion of his fLbjeds at once 
by the fimple mancenvre of difmifling his 
minifter» and a few other unpopular cha- 
raders* A Lettre de cachet, ordering them 
to banifliment, or fliutting them up in the 
Bafiille, would be confidered as a complete 
rivolutkn of government, and the nation 
would require no other Bill of Bights than 
what proceeded from this dreadful infiru* 
meht of tyranny. 

As matters are at prefent, in my opinion, 
no body of men in France has, properly 
fpeaking, any rights. The Princes, the 
jnoblefie, and the clergy, have indeed cer- 
tain piivileges, which diftinguifli them in 
differetit degrees from their fellow-fubje<as ; 
bat as for rights, they have none ; or, which 
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amounts to the fame thing, none which 
can defend thetn, or which they can defend 
againft the Monarch, whenever he in h& 
royal wifdom choofes; to invade or annihilate 
them.* . 

A Frenchman will tell yod, that their 
parliaments have the right of remonilrating 
to the throne upon certain occaiions.— 
This is a precious privilege indeed ! the 
common-council of London are in poffe^ 
iion of this glorious right aifo, and we ail 
know what it avails. It is like the power 
of which Owen Glendower boafted— — 
** calling fpirits from the vafty deep."— 
fiat the misfortune was, that none came in 
confequehce.of his call. 

The parliaments of Paris can indeed re* 
monftrate ; and have done it with fuch 
ftrength of reafoning and energy of expref- 
fion, that if eloquence were able to prevail 
over unlimited power, every grievance 
would have been redreffed. 

Some of thefe remonftrances difplay not 
only examples of the mbfl fublime and pa* 



Aetic eloquence, but alfo breathe a fpirit 
of freedom which would do honour to a 
Britifh Houfe of Commons. 

The refiftance which the members of 
the parliament of Paris made to the will of 
the King, does them the grc?teft honour. 
Indeed the lawyers in France have dif- 
played more juft and manly fentiments of 
government, and have made a nobler ftrug* 
gle againft defpotic power, than any fet of 
men in the kingdom. It has therefore 
often affe&ed me with furprife and indig- 
nation, to obferve the attempts that are 
made here to turn this Bbdy of men mto 
ridicule. 

One of this profeffion is never introduced 
on the ftage but in a ridiculous chara<3:er. 
This may give fatisfa€tion to thd prince,, 
whofe power they have endeavoured to 
limit, or to thoughtlefs ilavifh courtiers; 
but ought to be viewed with horror by the 
nation, for whofe good the gentlemen of 
the long robe have hazarded fo much ; for 
in their oppoGtion to. the court, much per*-. 
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fonal danger was to be feared, and no lu- 
crative advantage to be reaped. 

Thofe whooppofe the court OEieafures in 
our ifland incur, I tfaank Heaven, no per- 
fonal -rifle on that account.-—— A member 
of the BritUh parliament may launch his 
patriotic bark in the mod perfeA (ecurity : 
-—He may glide down the current of in«« 
veAtve, fpread ail his canvas, catch every 
gale, and fail for an hour or two upon the 
edge of treafon, without any ri(k of being 
fucked into its whilpool. But though he 
has nothing to fear, it is equally evident that 
he has nothing to hope from fuch a voyage. 
Oppofition was formerly coniidered as a 
means of getting into power: Mais nous 
avons chang^ tout cela. Let any one re- 
colled the numbers who, with very mo- 
derate abilities, have crawled on their knees 
into office, and compare them with the 
Aumbers and fuccefs of thofe who, armed 
with genius and the artillery of eloquence, 
attempt the places by ftorm ; if, after this, 
he joins the aflailantSi he muft either a£t 






from other motives than thofe of felf-inte- 
reft, or betray his ignorance in the calcu'* 
lation of chancer. 

The fccurity, and even the exiftencc, of 
the Parliament of Paris, depending entirely 
on the pleafure of the King, and having 
no other weapons, oflinfivc or defenfive, 
t)Ut jufticc, argument, and reafon, their 
fate might have been forefeen— -the ufaal 
fate of thofe who have no other artillery 
to oppofe to power :— The members were 
difgraced, and the parliament abolifhed. 
The meafiire was confidered as violent ; the 
exiles were regarded as martyrs ; the people 
were aftonifhed and grieved. At length, 
recovering from their furprife, they difli- 
pated their forrow, as tfaey do on ail occa- 
fions of great calamity— —by (bme ?cry 
merry fongs. 
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.LETTER XV. 



Pam, 

SAy friend F— called on me a few 
days fince» and as foon as he underftood 
that I had no particular engagement, he 
inHfted that I fhould drive fomewhere into 
the country, dine tete-a-tete with him, and 
return m time for the play. 

When we h^d drove a few ncules I per- 
eeived a genteel-looking young fellow 
drefied in an old uniform. He fat under ^ 
tree, on the grafs, at a little diftange from 
the road, and vamufed himfelf by playing 
on the violin; As we caine nearer we per-r 
ceived he had a wooden leg, part of which 
lay in fragments by his fide. 

What do you there, foldier? faid the 
Marquis. — I am on my way home to my 
own village, mon officier, faid the foldier. 
— • But, my poor friend, refumed the Mar- 
quis, 
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^uis, ypu will be a furioas long time before 
you arrive at your journey*? end, if you have 
no other carriage befides thefe, pointtog at 
the fragments of his wooden leg. — 1 wait 
for my equipage and all my fuite, faid the 
foldier ; and I am gneatly mifbken if I do 
not fee them this moment coming down 
the hill. 

We few a kind of cart, drawn by one 
horfe, in which was a woman, and a pea- 
fant who drove the horfc. — While they 
drew near, the foldter told us he had been 
wounded in Corflca — that his leg had been 
cut off—' that before fetting out on that ex- 
p€;dition, he had been contracted to a young 
.woman 'in the neighbourhood — that the 
marriage had been poftponed till his return ; 
— but when he appeared with a wooden 
leg, that all the girl's relations had oppofed 
the match. — The girl's mother, who was 
her only farviving parent, when he began 
his courtflup, had always been his friend ; 
but {he had died while h^ was abroad -— 
The young woman herfelf, however, re- 

VOL. I. Z 
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mailed cooftant in her afie£lionS| received • 
him with open arms» and had ^reed to 
leave her relations, s^id accompany him to 
Paris, firom whence they intended to fet out 
in .the dlljgence to the town wher« he was 
born, and where his father ftill lived, --* 
That on the i^y to Paris his wooden leg 
had fnapped ; which bad obliged his. miftrefs 
to leave him^ and go to tb^ next village in 
queft of a cart to. carry him thithier:, wher^ 
he would remain till fuizh time> as. the car-p 
penter (hould reofiw his Jeg, t-- C'eft un 
malbeur, mon pfficier, cQocledcd the foU 
dier, qui fera bientpt r^pare,--T et void mon 
amie.!— ^ 

The girl fprang before the cart) Teized the 
outftretched hand of her lover, and told him 
with a ftnite full of iflfbAion, •— that flie 
had feen an admirable carpenter, who bad 
promifed to make a leg that would not 
break, that it would be ready by the mor- 
row, and they might refume their journey 
as foon after a$ they pleafcdi ' 
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The foldler received his miftrcfc's ciwn- 
pliment 9S it defcrvcd. • 

She feemed about twenty years of age» a 
fceautifal, fiae-fliapcd girl — a brunette, 
whofe countenance indicated feqtiment smd 
vivacity. 

You nuft -be much feeigaecl, my dear, 
faid tJie Marquis, t-t On ne fe &t^ae pas, 
Moafieur, epiaad on trapaiile pour ce qu'on 
aime, .replied tbe girl. -^ The foidier kiiled 
her hand with a gallant and tender air. -^ 
When a woman has £xed her heart upon a 
man, you fee, feid the Marquis, turning to 
me, it is not a le^ more or Icfs that w^tll 
inake her change her fentinaents. -rr Nor 
was ft his legs, faid Fanchon, which mads 
any i^npceffion .on my heart.^ If they hat} 
made a little, however, faid tbe Marquis, 
you would iiot have been iingaiar in your 
ivay of thioJcing ; but allons, continued he, 
addreffing himiblf to fae^-^ This-girl is qaite 
charming — her lover has Ae appearance 
of a brave fellow ; — they have but tfiree 
legs betwixt them,-and we have four; — If 
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you have no obje^ion, they (hall have the 
carriage, and we will follow on foot to the 
tiext village, and fee what can be done for 
thefc lovers.— I never agreed to a propofal 
with more pleafure in my life. 

The foldier began to make difficulties 
about entering intd the vis-a-vis. —Come, 
come, friend, faid the Marquis, I am a Co- 
lonel, and it is your duty to obey : get in 
without much ado, and your miftrefs fhall 
£bllow. 

Entrons, mon bon ami, faid the girl, iince 
thefe gentlemen infift upon doing us fo much 
honour. * ?. • ^ 

A girl like you would do h*bnour to the 
fined coach in France. Nothing could 
pleafe the more than to have it in my power 
to make you happy, faid the Marquis. — « 
Laifiez moi faire, mon Colonql, faid the fol- 
dier, Je fuis heureufe ^ommc une reine, faid 
Fanchon..^ Away moved the chaife, and the 
Marquis and I followed. 

Voyez vous, combicn nous fommes bcu- 
reux nous av^res Fran9ois a bon march^. 



{md the Marquis to me, adding with a (mile, 
le bonheur, i ce ^a*on m'a dit, eft pkn 
cher en Angleterre. Butt anfwered I» hoir 
long will this laft with thefe poor people? 
'*— Ah, pour le coup, faid he, voili use re- 
flexion bien Ai^loite — • that, indeed^ if 
what I cannot tell ; neither do 1 know how 
long you or I may live ; but I £iDcy it would 
be great folly to be forrowful tfarougli life^ 
becaufe we do not know how foon roisfor-* 
tunes may come, and becaufe we are quite 
certain that death is. to come at laft. 

When wc arrived at the inn to which wc 
had ordered the poAilion to drive, we found 
the foldier and Fanchon. After having or* 
dered fome vi£tuais and wine— * Pray, faid I 
to the foldier, how do you propofe to main- 
tain your wife and yourfelf? — One who 
has contrived to life for five years on fol- 
dier*s pay, replied he, can have little diffi- 
culty fo^.the reft of his. life. — I can play 
tolerably well on the fiddle, added he, and 
perhaps there is not a village in all Franco 
of the fize, where there are fo many majc* 
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riagcs as in that in wbkh we are going to 
fettle-^ I IhaJi never want employment. 
*— And 1, faid Fanchon, c^ weave hair nets 
and filk puYfes^ aHd m^nd (lOGkings. Be- 
fides, ihy uncle has iw6 hui4dfed livrcs of 
mine in his hands^ afid although he is bro* 
ther-in-tew to th« BaiJtffj and ^^kHtUh bru* 
ia/f ytt I wilt iti«k^ him pay it every feus. 
~ Arid If (iiti the fotdter, hfve lifteen livret 
in my pcrcket ; befides two loaii that I lent 
to a. poor farmer to en^le him to pay the 
taxes, and whkh h« wil)^ ref^ nl6 when he 
is ibie. 

You fee, Sir, faid FanchoHh to me, that 
we are not obje£k$ of compjfflSon. — ^May 
we not be happy, 'nay good friend (turning 
to her lover with a look of e^uifite ten- 
deme6), if it be not our own feuk ^ — If 
yott are not, ma douce amie \ fliid the foidier 
with great Wiarmth, je feral blen a plaindre. 
— I never felt a more diarming fenfation. 
The tear trembled 'm the Marquis's eye. — 
Ma foi, faid he to me, c*eft une comedic 
hrmoyante — Then turning to Fanchon, 
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Come hither, my dear, faid he ; till fach 
lime as yoa can get payment df the two 
hundred livres, and my friend here recovers 
his two louia, accicpt of this from me, pat- 
ting a purfe of louis into her hand — t 
hope you will continue to love your huf- 
band, and to be loved by hirti. — Let me 
know from titue to time how yodr affi:rs 
go on, and how I can fervd^you. Thitf 
will inform you of itvy nathe, aivd where 
I Uvt. But if ever you db ibe the plea« 
fure of calling at rhy houfe at i?aril{, *-» 
ht fare to bring yd^f huibafid with you ; 
for I Would ndt wiA ID efteem you" left 
6r love yoii mori th«n I do thU momentr 
Let me fee you fome^fties ; biit iilways bring 
your huftwnd ateng With yttu* -«- 1 (hall: 
never be afraid to tirfift her With you, 
faid the fotdier : -^ She Aiall fee you as 
often as fhe pleafes, without rtiy going 
with her. 

It was by too much venturing (as your 
fcijeant told me) that you loft your leg, 
my befl friend, faid Fanchon, with a fmile, 
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to her lover, Monfieur le Colonel' n'eft 
que trop aimable. .1 ihall follow his ad- 
vice literaVLy, and when I have the honour 
of waiting on him, you fliall always at^ 
tend me. 

Heaven blefs you both, my good friends, 
faid the Marquis ; may he never know what 
happinefs is who attempts to interrupt yout 
felicity ! — It fliall be my bufinefs to find 
out fome employment for you, my fellow- 
{bidier, more profitable than playing on the 
fiddle. In the mean time, (lay here till a 
coach comes, which iliall bring you both this 
night to Paris; my fervant fhall provide 
lodgings for you, and the beft furgeon for 
wooden legs that can be found. When 
you are properly equipped, let me fee you- 
before you go home. Adieu, my honeft 
fellow; be kind to Fanchon : She feems 
to defervc your love^ Adieu, Fanchon; I 
fliall be happy to hear that you are as 
fond of Dubois two years hence as you are 
at prefent. So faying, he (hook Dubois 
by the hand, falutcd Fanchon} pu(hed me 
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Into the carriage before him, and away we 
drove. 

As we returned to town, he broke out 
feveral times into warm praifcs of Fan- 
chon'« beauty, which infpircd me with 
fome fufpicion that he might have further 
views upon her. 

I was fufficiently acquainted with ^ his 
free manner of life, and I had a little 
before feen him on the point of being 
married to one woman, after he had ar- 
ranged every thing, as he called it, with 
. another. 

To fatisfy myfelf in this particular, I 
igueftioned him in a jocular ftyle on this 
fubje<a. 
No, my friend, faid he, Panchbn Ihall 

never be attempted by me. ^Though I 

think her exceedingly pretty, and of that 
kind of beauty too that is mofl to my tade; 
,yet I am more charmed with her con- 
-ftancy to honeil Dubois, than with any 
other thing about her : if (he lofes that 
fljs wilh lofe her greatcft beauty in my 

E * 
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eyes. Had {he been fliackled to a morofe, 
exbaafled, jealous fellow, and defired a re- 
drefe of grievances, the cafe would have 
been difl^rent ; but ber heart is fixed upon 
her old lover Dubois, who feems to be a 
worthy man, and I dare fay will make her 
happy. If I were inclined to try her, very 
probably it would be in vain : — ^The con- 
fiancy which has ftood firm againft abfence^ 
and a cannon-ball, would not be overturned 
by the airs, the tinfel, and the jargon of -a 

petit-maitre. It gives me pleafurc to 

believe it would not, and I am determined 
sever to make the trial. 

F ' never appeared fo perfeAIy 

amiable. 

B ^ called and fupped with me the 

fame evening. I was too full of the ad- 
venture of Fanchon and Dubois* not to 
mention it to him, with all the particu^ 
lars of the Marquis's behaviour.— — This 

F of yours, faid he, is an honeft 

fellow. Do — contrive to let us dine with 
him to-morrow, By the bye, continued 
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he . after, a little paufe, are not tfaofe 

F ■ • ■ s originally from England ? — I 

think I have beard of fuch a name in 

Yorkfliire. 

Adie». 



LETTER XVI. 



X Am nneafy when I hear people affert, 
that mankind always a<ft from motives 
of felf-intereft. It creates a fufpicion that 
thofe who maintain this fyftem, judge df' 
others by their own- feelings. This con- 
clufion, however, may be as erroneous ds 
the general affcrtion ; for I have heard it 
maintained (perhaps from affeftation) by 
very difintereftcd people, who, when puflf- 
cd, could not fupport their argument with- 
out pervcrtng the received 'meaning Of 
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language. — Thofc who perform generout 
or apparently difinterefted actions, fay they 
are prompted by felfifh motive s b y the 
pleafure which they themfelves feel.— -^ 
There are people who^haye this feeling fo 
ftrongy that they cannot pafs a miferable 
obje£l without endeavouring to affift him— 
Such people really relieve themfelves when 
they relieve the wretched. 

All this is very true : but is it not a 
ftrange alTertion, that people are not be- 
nevolent, becaufe they cannot be other- 
wife ! 

. Two men arc ftanding near^ frait-fliop 
in St. James's ftrcet. There are fome pine- 
apples within the window^ and a poor wo« 
.man 9 with an infant crying at her empty 
bread, without. One of the gentlemen 
walks i(i, pays a guinea for a pine^apple, 
which he calmly devours ; while the wo- 
man implores him for a penny, to buy her 
a morifil of bread— and implores in vain : 
not that this fine gentleman values a penny ; 
but 10 put bis hand in his pocket would 






give hjm fome trouble ; — the dlftrefs of the 
woman gives him none. The other maa 
happens to have a guinea in his pocket 
alfo ; he gives it to the woman, walks 
home, and dines on bcef-fteaks^ with his 
wife and children. 

Without doing injuftice to the tafte of 
the farmer^ we may beh'eve that the latter 
received the greateft gnztificatkui for his 
guinea.— You will never convince me^ 
however* that his motive in bcftowing it 
was as feLfi{h al^ the other's. 

Some few days after the adventure I 
mentioned in my laft letter, Imet F 
and B at the opera. They had be- 

come acquainted with, each other at my 
losing two days before, according Co 
B— -*s defire. — ^It gave me pleafuie to fee - 
ihem on fo good a footing. 

F ■ invited us to go home and fit 
an hour with him before we went to bed ; 
— ^to which we aflcnted. 

The Marquis then told us, we fhould 
Ijave the pleafure of feeing Fanchon in hcf 
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beft gown, and Dubois with his new leg— 
for he had ordered his valet to invite them, 
with two or three of his companions^ to a 
little fupper. 

While the Marquis was fpeaking, his 
coach drove up to the door of the opera—' 
where a well known lady was at that 
nioment waiting fbr her carriage* 

B feemed td hecolieiS hiinfelf of a 

fudden, faying, he much be excafed from 
going with us, having an affair of fome 
importance to tranfadl at home* 

The Marquis fmilcd*^- fht>ok B 

by the hand — faying, C'cft apparejnment 
quelque aflFaire qui regarde la conftitu- 
tion ; vivent les Anglois pour i'amour 
patriot! que ! 

When we arrived at the Marquis's, the 
fervants and their guefts were aflembled 
jn the little garden behind the hotel, and 
dancing by moon-light to Dubois's mufic. 

He and Fanchon were invited to a glafs 
of wine in the Marquis's parlour, — ^The 
poor fellow's heart fwelled at the fight of 



ICAimU IK FlUKCE. Ill 

his benefa(^or.-^— He attempted to exprefs 
his gratitude ; but his voice failed and he 
could not articulate a word. 

Vous n'avez pas a faire a des ingrats, 
Monfieur le Colonel , faid Fanchon. My 
h\]{band, continued* (he, is more affe&ed 
with your goodnefs, than he was by the 
lofs of his leg, or the cruelty of my rela- 
tion^.— She then, in a ferious manner, 
with the voice of gratitude, and in the Ian* 
guageof Nature,' expreflcd her own andh<;r 
hoAnnd's obligations to the Marquis ; and, 
amongft others, (he alluded to twenty louis 
which her huiband had received de fa part 

that very . afternoon.-; You intend to 

make a faint of a /inner, my dear, faid the 
Marquis ; and to fucceed the better, you 
invent falfe miracles. I know nothing of 

the twenty louis you mention. ^B«l I 

know a great deal ; for here they are in 
my pocket, fays Dubois. — The Marquis ftiU 
infifted they had not come from him. 
The ColcUer then declared, that he had 
Culled about one o'clock, to pay his duty 
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to Monfieur de F ; but not find* 

ing him at home, he was returning to hrs 
lodgings, when, in the ftreet, he obferved 
9 gentleman looking at him with attention, 
who foon accofted him, demanding if his 
name was not Dubois? if he had not loft 
his leg at Corfica ? and fcveral other quef- 
tions : which being anfwered in the affirma- 
tive, he flipped twenty loui» into his han<J» 
telling him that it would help to furnifli 
his houfe.——— Dubois' in aftonifhment 
had exclaimed.— -Mon Dicu ! voili cnoorc 
Monfieur de F— -. Upon which the 
ftrangerhad replied : yes, he fends you that 
by. me: and immediately he turned into 
another ftreet, and Dubois faw no more of 
him. 

' We were all equally furprifcd artbe 
firtgularity of this little adventure. On 
inquiring more particularly ^ibout the ap- 
pearance of the ftranger, I was convinced he 
could be no other than B— — . 

I remembered he had been affcdled with 
the ftory of Dubois when I told it to hi|n. 



You know B ' ■ is not one of thofc who 
allow any enu>tion$ of that nature to pals 
unimproved, or to evaporate in fentiment. 
He generally puts them to fome prafUcal 
ufc. — So having met Dubois accidentally 
in the ftreet, he had made htm this fmall 
prefenty in the manner above related ; and 
on bis underftanding that Dubois and 
Fancbonwere at F——-'s, he bad de- 
clined going, to avoid any explanation on 
tl)^ fubjedl. 

Had dUr friend B ■■ ■ been a man of 
fyilem, or much refle£lion» in his charityi v 
he would have coniidered, that as the fojdier 
had already been taken good care of, and 
was under the protection of a'^enerous man, 
thece was no call for his interfering in' 
the bufinefs ; and he would probably l)ave 
kept his twenty guineas for fome more 
preffing occailon. 

- There are men in the world (and very 
ufeful and mod refpedtable men no doubt 
they are) , who examine the pro^s and the 
con's before they decide upon the mod: 
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indijferent occaiion -, who are dire&ed in 
all their adjons by propriety, and by the 
generally received notions of duty. They 
weigh, in the niceft fcales, every claim 
that an acquaintance, a relation, or a 
friend may have on them ; and they eiv* 
deavour to pay them on demand, as they 
would a bill of exchange. They calcvi* 
late their income, and proportion every 
expence; and hearing it aflerted every 
week from the pulpit, that there is ex- 
ceeding good intereft to be paidt>ne time 
or other, for the money that is given to 
the poor, they rifk a little every year upon 
that venture. Their paffionis and their 
affairs are always in excellent order ; they 
walk through life undiftarbed by tbemif- 
fortunes of others : and when they come to 
the end of their journey, they are decently 
interred in a church-yard. 

There is another fet of men, who never 
calculate ; for they are. generally xguided 
by the heart, which never was taught 
arithmetic, and knows nothing of ac- 



MAKK21L8 IN THAKCK. Il5 

counts. Their heads &ave fearcely a vote 
in the choice of their acquaintances; an<f 
without the confent of the heart, mod 
certainly none in their friendfhips. Thcy- 
perform a^s of benevolence (without re- 
colledking that this is a duty) merely fof 
the pleafure they afford \ and perhaps for- 
get them, as they do their OH^n pleafuret^ 
when pad. 

As for little occafional charities, theft 
are as natural to fuch charadiers as breath- ' 
ing: and they claim as little merit for the 
onil^ as for the other^ the whole feem- 
ing an ai&ir of inftin^l rather than of re- 
flection. 

That the fird of tbefe two clafies of 
men is the moft ufeful in fociety ; that 
their affairs will* be conduced with moft 
circamfpection ; that they wilJ keep, out 
of many fcrapes ^nd difficulties that the 
others may fall into; and that they are 
( if you infift upon it very violently ) 
the moft virtuous of the two, I fhalt not 
ijifpute : Yet for the foul of me I cannot 
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help preferring the other; for almoft sdl 
the friends I have ever had in niy life, arc 
of the fecond clafs. 



LETTER XVII. 

Parir* 
V-/ON5i0ERtNG the natural gaiety and vo- 
latility of the French nation, I have often 
been furprifed at their fondnefs for tra- 
gedy, efpecially as their tragedies are barren 
of incident, full of long dialogues and 
declamatory fpeeches ; — and modelled 
according to the ftridleft code of critical 
legillation. 

The mod fprightly * and fefliionable 
people of both fexes flock to thefe enter- 
tainments in preference to all others, and 
liften with unrelaxed gravity and attention. 
One would imagine that fuch a ferious^ 
coneft, and uniform amufement, would 
be more congenial with the phlegm and 
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fatumine difpofitions of the Englifh, than 
with the gay,- volatile temper of the 
French. 

An Englifli audience loves (hew, buftle, 
and incident, in their tragedies ; and have 
a mortal averfion to long dialogues and 
fpeeches, however fine the femiments, and 
however' beautiful the language may be. 

In this, it would feem that the two na- 
tions had changed* charaAers. Perhaps it 
would be difficult to account for it in a 
fatisfaftory manner. 1 flbiall not attempt 
it. A Frenchman would cut the matter 
fhort, by faying, that the Paris audience 
has a more corre6l and juft tafte than 
that of London ; that the one could be 
amufed and delighted with poetry and fen* 
timent, while the other could not be kept 
awake without buftle, guards, proceffions, 
trumpets, fighting, and murder. 

For my own part, I admire .the French 
Melpomene more in the clofet than on the 
ftage. 1 cannot be reconciled to the French 
2&ors of tragedy. Their pompous manner 
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of dedairaing feems to me very unnatural* 
The ftrut, and fuperb gieftures, and what 
they call a mahiere noble, of their boafted 
Le Kain^ appear, in my eyes, a little outrd. 

The juftaefs, tbe dignified fiinplicity, 
the energy of Garrick*s adion^ have de- 
ftroyed my rclifh for any w»nn^ di^rent 
from his. That exgujdte;* but concealed 
art, that magic powjrr,' by which he could 
melt, frefi^e, terrify t}ie foul, and command 
the obedient paflions as J^e pleafed, we look 
for in vain upon our owu, or any othpr 
ftage. _ 

What Hprace faid t>f Nature may be 
applied wjth equal juftoefs to that unrivalled 

. : Ji^vat, i^9t impelDl ad iram, 

Aut ad' humum jncjerore gra»i dcduclt, et 
angit,* * 

♦ Trai^apofxts tq rlige: dilates the heai* witii mirtli, 
J^iio^s ib«.sad*90al Aa4 b«^dsil dow» to earth. 
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One of the mod difficult things in aAing 
is the player's concealing himfelf behind the 
charad^er he. aflunies : the inft^t the fpec« 
tator gets a peep of him, the whole allufion 
vaiilQies, and the pleafare is fucceedcd by 
difguft. In Oedipjas, Mahomet, aftd Orof^ 
mane^ I have always dete£led Le Kain ; 
but J have feen the Eaglifli Rofcius TCfrG^ 
fent Hamlet, Lear, Rkbard, without recol- 
lecting that there was fuch a perfon a& David 
Garrick in the ivorld. 

The French tragedians ase apt in my 
opinion vuerjhp the m^dejfy cf natwt» 
Nature is not .t|ie critefton-by which their 
merit is tb'bc^tcied.-.-Thc audience uteafurcs 
them by a more fublime ftandard, and if they 
come iipt up to that, they cannot pab 
mofter. 

Ns^ural afbioo, and a natural etocutiott 
they feem to think incompatible with dig- 
nity, and imagine that the h«o muft auf 
nouncc the greatnefs of his foul by fupcr- 
cilious looks, haaghty geftures, andahoU 
low founding voice^ Such eafy familiar 
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dialogue as Hamlet holds with his old 
fchool;*felIow Horatio, appears to them low, 
vulgar, and inconfiftent with the dignity, of 
tragedy* ^ 

But if fiinplicity of manners be not 
inconfiftent in real life, with genius, and 
the mod exaltec^ greatnefs of mind, I do 
not fee why the aAor who reprefents a 
hero, fhouM aflume geftures which we 
have- no reafon to think were ever in ufe 
in any age, or among any rank of men. 
• Simplicity of manners, however, is fo&r 
from being inconfillent with magnanimity, 
that the one for the moft part accompanies 
the other« The French have fome reafoa 
to lean to this opinion ; for two of the 
greateft men their nation ever produced 
were remarkable for the fimplicity of their 
manners. Henry IV. and Mar^chal Tu- 
Tenne were diftinguiflied by that, as well as 
by their magnanimity and other heroic 
virtues. 

How infinitely fuperior in reaf greatnefs 
and intrinfic merit, were thofe men to the 

ftutting 
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fifuttii\g oftentacioQS Lewis, v^ho ^ras al- 
ways SLffo&ABg a gceatnefs he never pafiefied» 

. — ^Cill (naisfbrtcme hambkdUs mind to the 
ftandard of humanity ? cheji, indeed, throw- 
ing away his ps^geantry and bl after, he af- 
fcuned true dAgnkyi acid ior the &x(i tioie 

: obtained the ^miration o{ the judicioiiSte 
In tlie corre^on^en^e -with de Torcj, 
JjewWs ieriers, which it k now certain 

:^6re written and compalcd hy hini{elf« 

^pT'Ove thisn'and difplay-a fonndnels of ju<^ 
jnemt artd real .greatnefe 4>f mind vrhkh 

,.iiBUloin $i!pp^red'in ahe meridian of ,vd|%t 

.jihcy xaH. W3 flory.; 

What Lewis was ( in .the height of bis 
ptofperity ) to Henry in the eilential 
qualities of a King and Hero^, iiuch is Le 
rKain to Gar^ick as- an aSon 

The French ft^ge can boaft at p^efent 
of^more than, one a£trefs who may difpute 
the laurel oftr^gcdy with Mrs; Yates, or 
-Mrs. Barry.* . , 

* When thefe letters were" firil .publifhcif, 
VOL. U P 
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In comedy, ihe French z&jors excel, and 
oan produce at all times a greater number 
far above mediocrity, than are to be found 
on the Englifli ftage. 

The national chara<^er and manners of 
the French give them perhaps advantages 
in this line ; and betides, they have more 
numerous refources to fupply them with 
aftors of every kind. In all the large 
trading arid manufadluring towns, of which 
there are a great number in France, there 
are playhoufes eftablilhed. The fattie thing 
takes place in moft of the frontier towhs, 
and wherever there is a garrifoh of twe 
or three regiments. 

Mrs. Siddons, 

At whofe command our pafiions rife or fall. 
Obedient to the magic of her call, 

had not appeared on the London flage. Tiie 
juftnefs, dignity, and energy of this charming 
woman's action certainly never was furpafled, 
if it ever was equalled, on the French, or any 
other (bgc. 
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There are companies of French ceme- 
dians alfo at the northern courts, in all the 
krge towns of Germany, and at fome of 
the courts of Italy. All of thefe arc aca- 
demies which educate ad^ors for the Paris 

In genteel comedy paitlcabrly, if ima- 
gine the French adiors excel ours. They 
have in general more the appearance of 
people of fafhion. 

There is not fuch a diiFerence between 
the manners and behaviQur of the people 
of tlie fir ft rank, and thofe of the middle 
and lower ranks, in France as in England. 
Players, therefore, who wiih to catch the 
manners of people of high rank and 
fafhion, do not undertake fo great a talk 
in the one country as. in the other. 

You very feldom meet widi an Englifh 
fervant who could pafs for a man of quality 
or fafhion ; and accordingly very few peo^ 
pie who have been in that iltuation ever 
appear on the Englifh fbge : But there are 
jBany vaku de place in Paris fo very polite^ 
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lb completely poffeffed of all the little eti- 
tqaettes, fafhiomble J>hrafcs, aiid tifua! airs 
of the beau nionde^ that if they were fet otf 
t/y the brnanients of drefs and equipage, 
they ^Tbuld pafs in many iof the coiirts of 
Europe, for men of faihion, tr^s-polis,-^— 
t)ien aimabie— tout-a-fait conrme il faut, et 
avec infinhnent d'fefprit ; iind could be de* 
tefted only at th6 court of France, or by 
fuch foreigners as have had opportunities of 
bbferving, and pciifetration to diftinguifh, 
the genuine eafb and neural pblrtenefs, 
Svhich prevail anion g^' the people of rank iii 
this country. ^ 

In the charafleV of a lively, petulant, 
gehteel /petit-maiti-te of faftiion, Mol^ ex- 
CfeVs any a£t6r in London. 

The fut)erioriVy 6f idie Frei^ch ih gentfe^l 
^comedy \% flilt Aiore evident with regard 
to the aarefiis. Very few Englrfli aarelRs 
~have appeared equal to the pacts of L,zdy 
'Betty ^bdiAi, in tfhe Carefels Hvfband, 
brofMiUamant, inlTie WAy of the WbrW. 
•X3rofs aWfcrfdity, extraViagafnt folly^ a'lid 



aA^l^tion, are eafily imitated ; bat the i^le^ 
gant coquetry, the lively^ playfal, agrei»r 
able a(re(9at,i<»i of thefe two finely-ima^ne4 
charafters, require greater powers. I ip(uu 
gine, hoy^eyer, frpm the execution I have 
obferv<d in fimilar pam, that there are* 
feveral a£t:refles on the French ftage at prcr 
fent who couid dp them ample juftice. 
Except Mrs. Barry and Mrs. i\bington, I 
know no aSrefs in England who could give 
an adequate idea of all that Congreve meant 
in Millamant. 

It is*rei«a»k^hle, that the Utter a'To ex- 
cels in a charadler the mod perfeftly oppo-. 
fite to this, that of an ill taught, awkward, 
^oqntry girl. Perhaps there is no. fuch 
young lady in France as Congreve's Mif^ 
Prue : but if there were many fuch origin 
Oals, no a£trefs in that kingdom could give 
a copy more exquifite than Mrs. Abmgton*s. 

In low comedy the French are delightfuK 
I can form no notion of any thing fuperior 
tQ Preville in many of his parts. 

Tl^^ little prei^Mjh opera^ which wer^ given 
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at the Comedie Italienne, are executed in a 
much more agreeable manner than any thing 
of the fame kind at London. Their batlettes 
alfo are more beautiful : — There is a genti- 
lefle and legeret^ in their manner of repre- 
fenting thefe little fanciful pieces, which make 
our fingers and dancers appear fomcwhat 
awkward and clurafy in the eonrparifon. 

As for the Italian pieces, they are now 
performed only thrice a week, and the 
French feem to have loft, in a great meafure^ 
their relifti for them. Carlin, the celebrated 
Harlequin, is the only fupport of thefe 
pieces. You are acquainted with the won- 
derful naiVete and comic powers of this man, 
which make us forget the extravagance 
of the Italian drama, and which can create 
objefls of unbounded mirth, from a chaos 
of the moft incoherent and abfurd materials. 
' An advantageous figure, a graceful man- 
ner, a good voice, a ftrong memory, aa 
accurate judgment, arc all required in a 
player: fenfibility, and the power of ex- 
prefling the emotions of the heart by Ac 
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voice, and features, are indifpenfable. It 
feems therefore unreafonable, not to con^* 
fider that profellion as creditable, in which 
we expedl fo many qualities united ; while 
many others are thought refpe£table, in 
which we daily fee people anive at eminence 
without^ common fenfe* 

This prejudice is flill ftronger in France 
than in England. In a company where 
Monf. Le Kain was, mention happened to' 
be made, that the king of France had juift 
granted a penfion to a certain faperanmjated 
a£tor. An officer prefent, fixing his eyes 
on Le Kain, exprefied his indignation at fo 
much being bellowed on a rafcally player, 
while he himfelf had got nothing. Eh, 
Monfieur ! retorted the afitor, comptez-vous 
pour ricn la liberty de me parler ainfi ? 
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Jt Foujid myTelf fe much bnrrled during 
the Jaft week of my ftay at -Paris that it wasf 
not in, nay power to write to you. 

Ten thoufand Itttle afiatrs, which might 
have been: arranged much better, and per* 
formed with more eafe, had they been trant 
a£ied as they occurred, were ail crowded, by 
the flothful demon of procraftination, into 
the laft buftiingweek, and executed in an 
imperfe^ manner. 

I have often admired, without being able. 
perfedHy to imitate, thofe who have the 
happy talent of intermingling buflnefs with 
amufement. 

Pleafure and bufinefs contraft and give a 
relifh to each other, like day and night, 
the Gonftant viciffitudes of which are far 



^kCAKNEAs m muxes, 1^9 

ipore delightful than ^n uninterrupted half 
year of either would be. 

To pafs life in thp ina^l ^gree^ble manner, 
one ought not to bq fo oiuch a man of plca^* 
fare as to pQftpone ^ny n^cefTary baHnefs ; 
nor fo nf^\icb % n^an of buftnefs as to defpife 
elegant ^muf^ment. A proper ipixture qf 
both for|p$ a more infaliibie fpepific agaioil 
U4&um and fatigue, thafi- a confi^np fcgjrpeiv 
of th^ moft pleafant of the Xwo. • r 

A§ fopn a^ I found die Duke qf IfannUofft 
difppf^d tq leave P^ri^, I ipade th(j neceffary 
arrangements fpr our departure, and a few 
^ays after we began our journey. 

Faffing through Dijon, Chalons, Macon^ 
and 7^ country delightful tobehqld^ but fedi- 
ous to defcrib^, wp ^if rived pjci the fo«rftfj 
day at Lyons. • 

After Paris, Lyons is the rnpH nj^ignifi- 
gent town in France^ ^rjJiveqed by induflrjr^ 
enriched by coiTimerce, beautified by wealth* 
and by its fituaxion, in the middje of a fer-r 
tile country, aud at the <:p,jiflupnee pf thi? 
Saone and the PUione. Tbp nprpber pf in- 
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habitants is cftimated at 200,000. The 
theatre is accounted the fineft in France; 
and all the luxuries of Paris are to be found 
at Lyons, though not in equal perfedioir. 

The manners and converfation of mer- 
chants and manufadurers have been gene- 
rally confidcreJ as pecuFtar to themfelves. 
It is very certain, that there is ^ ftrifcing dif- 
ference in thefe particulars between the in- 
habitants of all the manufa£iuring and com- 
mercial towns df Britaii\, and thofe of Wcft- 
mrnfter. I could not .remark the fame dif- 
ference between the manners and addrefi of 
the people of Lyoiis and the courtiers of 
Verfailles itfelf. 

There appeared to me a .wonderful fimi- 
Htude between the two. It is probable, 
however, that a Frenchmen would perceive 
a difference where I could not, A foreigner 
does not obfcrve the different accents in 
which an Englifhman, a Scotchman, and an 
Irifhman fpeak Engiifh; neither perhaps 
does he obferve any difference between the 
manners and addrefs of the inhabitants of 



firiftoly and thoTe of Grofvoor- f^cave; 
tfaoagh all thcfe are obrkms to a artir of 
England. 

After a ihort fbtj at Lyonsy we fc»- 
ceeded to GencTa, and bne 
mained thefe three wcdcs, 
the fmalJeft indioatioii to Oeh At totat^ 
That I ffaooM wiih to tcaum hoc h 09 
way furprifing» bat it wa^ hanTj lo'be 
expefibd that the Duke of Hamlltoti moM 
have been of the (ame mind. — Fortaaaeefir^ 
however, this is the cafie. I know bo fboe 
on the continent to wfaidi wc ooojd go 'm'A 
any probability of gainiiig by the Asmgt: 
the opportanities of improreoKm hereaEv 
many, the aronfementt are few im tnabtr, 
and of a moderate kind : The homn ^ide 
along very fmoothly, snd ihou^ dier Jre 
not always qoickened by p!eaiivey ihcw ars 
nnretarded by languor, and scrvfled W 
remorfc. 

As for myfelf, I have been fo very often 
and fo ffliferaMy di6ppo!nted in my lioje» 
of happioe& by change^, that 1 ftall ryyt. 
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withou^fome powerful motive, incllfte to 
forego my prefent ftate of content, for the 
chance of more exquifite enjoyments ma 
different place or fituation. 

I have at length learnt by my own ex* 
pericnce (for not one in twenty profits by 
the experience of odiers/\ that one great 
fource of vexation proceeds from our in- 
dulging too fangiiine hopes of enjoyment 
from the bleflings we expedl^ and too much 
indifference for thofe we polTefs. We fcorn 
a thoufand fourcies of fatis&£^ion which we 
might have bad in the interim^ atid permit 
our comfort to be diflurhed, and our time 
to pafs unenjoyed, from impatience for fome 
imagined pleafure at a diftance, which we 
may perhaps iiever obtain, or which, when 
<A>tained, may change its nature, and be bo 
longer pleafure. Young (ay s^ 

The prefent moment, like a wife, we fliun. 
And ne'er enjoy, becaufe it is our own. 

The devil thus cheats men both out of 
the enjoyment of this. life and of that which 



is to come, making us, in the firft place, 
prefer the pleafures of this life to thofe of » 
future ftate, and then continually prefer 
fliture pleafures in this life to thofe which 
arc prefent. 

The fum of all thefe apophthegms amounts 
to this .—We flialJ certainly remain at Ge- 
neva till we become more tired of it than at 
prefent. 



LETTER XIX. 

Omera. 

X HE fituation of Genera is in many ref- 
pc^s as happy as the heart of man could 
.ifefire, or his imagination conceive. The 
Rhone, rufhing out of the nobleft lake in 
Eur^e, flows through the middle of the 
city, which is encircled by fertile fields, cul- 
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tivatcd by the induftry, and adorned by the 
ficbes and tafte, of the inhabitants. 

The long ridge of mountains called Mount 
Jura on the one fide, with the Alps, the 
Glaciers of Savoy, and the fnowy head of 
Mont BJanc on the other, ferve as boun- 
daries to the mod charmingly variegated 
landfcape that ever delighted the eye^ 

With thefe advantages in point of fitua- 
tion, the citizens of Geneva enjoy freedom 
untainted by licentioufnes, and fecurity an* 
bought by the horrors of war.. 

The great number of men of letters, 
who either are natives of the place, orhavc 
chofen it for their reCdence, the decent 
manners, the eafy circumflances, and hu- 
mane difpofitions of the Genevois in gene- 
ral, render this city and its environs a very 
defirable retreat for people of a philofophic 
turn of mind, who are contented with mo- 
derate and calm enjoyments,, have no local 
attachments or domeftic reafons for pre* 
ferring another country, and who wifli in 
a certain degree to retire from the bufllo 
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of the world to narrower and calmer 
fcenes, and there, for the reft of their 
days 

Ducerc folicitae jucunda oblivia vitae.* 

As education here Is equally cheap and 
liberal, the citizens of Geneva of both fexes 
are remarkably well inftrudlerf. I do not 
imagine that any country in the world can 
produce an equal number of perfons (taken 
Without eleftion frgm all degrees and pro"- 
feffions) with minds fo much cultivated ay 
the inhabitants of Geneva poflefs. 

It is not uncommon to find mechan icy 
in the intervals of their labour amufing^ 
fhemfelves with the works of Locke, Mou- 
tefquieu, Newton, and other productions of,-, 
the fame kind. 

When 1 fpeak of the cheap nefs of z 
liberal education,* I mean for the natives 

♦ In fweet oblivion, blifsful balmy 
The bufy cares of life becalm. 
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and citizens only ; for ftrangers now fLni- 
every thing dear at Gqneva« .Wherever 
Englifhmen rcfort, this is the cafe. If they 
do not find things dear, they foon make 
them fo. 

The democratical nature of their govem- 
menl infplres every citizen with an idea oC 
hi$ own importance ; He perceives that no 
man in the republic can infult, . or even 
wglcft bim, with impunity. 

It is an excellent circijmftancc in any 
government, when the moft powerful man 
in the date has fomething to fear from the 
moft feeble. This is the cafe here: the 
meaneft citizen of Qeneva is poiTcfTed of 
certain rights, which render him an Qh\e€t, 
deferving the attention of the grcateft. Be- 
fides, a confcioufnefs of thi^ makes hiin 
refpe6l himfelf J a fentiment which^ within 
proper bounds, h^ a tendency to render a 
man refpe£tabie to others. 

The general character pf human iwturc 
forbids us, to expe£i that men will always 
adt from motives of public ifpirit, without 



an eye to private int^efti The bed form 
of government, therefore, is that in which> 
the ititereft of individuals it mod intimately 
blended with the public good.— This mayt 
be more perfcAly accomplifhed in a fmall 
republic than in a great monarchy.-— In the 
firft, men ofgeniu* and* virtue are dtfcovcred. 
and called to offices of truft by the impartial 
admrratioii of their fellov^r-citizens-i— in the 
other* the higheft places are difpofcd of by 
the caprice of the prince, or of his miftrefs, 
or of thoCe courtiers, maie or female, who. 
we neareft his perfon, watch the variations' 
of his hunfKJur, and know how to feize the 
, fmiling moments, and turn them to their 
own advantage, or that of their dependents. 
Montefquieu fays^ that a fenfe of honour 
produces the fame etife^s in a monarchy, 
that public fpirit or patriotifm does in a- 
repuWic; it mu ft be remembered^ however, 
that the firft*, according to the modern accep- 
tation of the word, is generally confined to 
the nobility and gentry ; whereps public 
fpirit is a mor^ imiverfal principle, and 
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fpreads through atl the members of the 
commonwealth. 

As far as I can judge, a fpirit of inde-* 
pendency and freedom, tempered by fenti- 
ments of decency and the love of order, 
influence, in a moil remarkable manner, the 
minds of the fubje<as of this happy re- 
public. 

Before I knew them, I had formed an 
opinion, that the people of this place were 
fanatical, gloomy- minded, and unfociable 
t& the puritans in England, and the preiby- 
terians in Scotland were, during the civil 
wars, and the reigns of Charles II. and his 
brother. In this, however, I find I had 
conceived a very erroneous notion. 

There is not, I may venture to affert, a 
city in Europe where the minds of the 
people are lefs under the influence of fuper- 
ftition or fanatical enthufiafm than at Ge- 
neva. Servetus, were he now alive, would 
not run the fmalieft rifl^ of perfecution. 
The prefent clergy have, I am perfuaded, 
as iittle the inclination as the power of mo* 
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lefting any perfon for fpeculativc opinions. 
Should the Pope himfelf chufe this city 
for a retreat, it would be his own fault if 
he did not live in as much fecurity as at the 
Vatican. 

The clergy of Geneva in general are men 
of fenfe, learning, and moderation, impref- 
ilng upon the minds of their hearers the 
tenets of Chridianity with all the graces 
of pulpit eloquence, and illuftrating the 
efficacy of the dofkrinc by their -condu£k 
in life. 

The people of every ftation in this place 
attend fermons and the public worihfip with 
remarkable pundluality. The Sunday^ is 
honoured with the moft refpcdful decorum 
during the hours of divine fervice ; but as 
{bon as that is over, all the ufual amufe* 
roents commence. 

The public walks are crowded by all de* 
grees of people in their beft drefles. — 
The diflFcrent focicties, and what they call 
circles, affemble in the houfes and gardens 
of individuals, — They play at. cards and air 
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l^owls and h^ve parties upon the bke with 
ipuiic. 

There U one qqftom umverfal here, an^,. 
as. far a» I know, peculiar to thi$ placet 
The parents form focieties for their chil- 
dren at a very early period of their lives. 
Thefe focietiei confift of t«?n, a dozen, or 
more^ clvildren. of the fame fex, and neaily: 
of the f2(i»e age and fltuation in life. They 
;^n>ble once a week in the houfes of tho 
difFerent. parents, who entertain the company 
by turns with tea, coffee, bifcuits^ and fruit ; 
apd then loavQ th$ young- affcmhly to the 
freedom of their own converfation. 

This conn^<3:ion is ftridily kept up 
through life whatever alterations may take , 
place in the fiiuation or circumftances of 
the individuaU. And although they fhould 
afterwards form new or preferable intima- 
cies, they never entirely abahdon this fo- 
ciety ; but, to tne lateft period of their lives, 
continue to pais a few evenings every year 
with the companions of their vouth and 
their carlicft friends. 
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The richer clafs of the citizens have 
country houfes adjacent to the town, wbei^ 
they pafs one half of the year* Thcfe houfes 
are all of them iieat, and fome of them 
Cplendid. J One piece of magnificence they 
poffefs in greater perfeSiion than the moft 
fuperb vHIa of the greaieft lord in any 
^ther part of the world can bo^fl> I mean 
the J)rofped ^Wth almoft all of them con*- 
fnatid.-j-The gardens and vineyards of the 
republic j-^the Pays de Vaux ; — ^Geneva 
>vith its lake ; — innumerabte country-feats ; 
^*— caftles, ftiftd little ^Wns around the lake: 
-*-the viJKes ^f Savoy, afid Ae lofticft 
mountains of the Alps, all tvithm one 
fweepof theey^. 

Thofe whofe fbrtd^es or empk)yments 
^o not permit them to pafs the fuiiimer in 

the country, tnake frequent parties of plea- 
^re upon the lake, and din^ and fpend the 
-evening at fome of the villages in the cnvi- 

roo$, whete they dmufe thetfifelves with 

mufig and dancing. 

Someaities they form themfclyci Jnto 
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circles confiding of forty or fifty perfons, 
and purchafe or hire a houfe and garden 
near the town, where they affcmble every 
afternoon daring the fummer, drink coffee, 
lemonade, and other refrefhing liquors ; 
and amufe themfelves with cards, convcr- 
fation, and playing at bowls ; a gamfe very 
different from that which goes by the fame 
name in England; for here, inftead of 
a fmooth level green, they often chufe 
the rQUghed and mod unequal piece ot 
ground. The player, rnftead of rolling the 
bowl, throws it in fuch a manner, that it 
refts in the place where it firft touches the 
ground ; and if that be a fortunate fituation, 
the next player pitches his. bowl directly on 
Jiis adverfary's, fo as to make that fpring 
away, while his own fixes itfelf in the fpot 
from whence the other had been difloged.— 
Some of the citizens are ailonifhingly dex- 
terous at this game, which is more com- 
plicated and interefting than the Englifh 
manner of playing. 
They generally continue thefe circles till 
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the dufk of the evening, and the found of 
the drum from the ramparts call them to 
the town; and at that time the gates arc 
Ihut, after which no perfon can enter or go 
out, the officer of the guard not having th« 
power to open them, without an order 
from the Syndics, which is not to be ob- 
tained but on fome great emergency. 



LETTER XX. 

Genera. 

X HE mildnefs of the climate die fub* 
•lime beauties of the country, and the 
agreeable manners of the inhabitants, are 
not, in my opinion, the greateft attrac- 
tions of this place. 

Upon the fame hill, in the neighbour- 
hood of Q^ncyth three Engllfh families at 
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prefent refidc, wlK>fe fociety would render 
any country agreeable. 

The hotifeof Mr. Neville is a. temple of 
bo(pitalky, goed h\imottr| and friendih'kfx. < 

Near tt> bim' lives yaur^acquaintaiKe Mr« 
U|>ton. He jperfefiUy anfwers your dc- 
fcripdon^ lively, fienfible, and obligiijig ; 
^ and, I imagine happier than ev«r you 
faw him, having flnce that time drawn a 
great prize in the matrimonial lottery. 

Their neareft neighbours are the family 
of Mr. Locke. This gentleman, his lady 
and children, form one of the moft pleafing 
pidures of demeftic felicity I ever beheld. 
He himfelf is a man of refined tafic, a be- 
nevolent mind, and elegant manners* 

"Thefe three families, who live in the 
grealeft dbtdtsiTity With the ^t^ensof 6e- ; 
tieva, their t^tm country mei), mi ^lic 
-another, render the hill of Cologny the 
mod delightful place perhaps ^at tbh tno- 
mcnt in the world. 

The Ebglifli geritlertitn Nvho teffide in 
'tihe town ^etften rdfert hithier^ and ^ik 

with 
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with parties o£ the beft company ia 
Geneva, 

I am told, that oar young countrymen 
never were on fo friendly and fociable foot- 
ing with the citizens of this repoblic as at 
prefent, owing in a great degree to the con- 
ciliatory manners of thefe three families, and ^ 
to the great popalarify of^n Englifli noble- 
man, who has lived with his lady and fon id 
this ftate for federal years. 

I formerly mentioned, that all who live 
in town, muft return from their vifits in 
the country at fun-fet, otherwife they are 
certain of being fhut oiit;— the Genevois 
being wonderfully jealous of the external, 
as well as the internal enemies of their in- 
dependency. This jealoufy has been tranf- 
mitted from one generation to another, ever 
fince the attempt made by the Dakt of 
Savoy, in the year i6o5, to feiac upon the 
town. 

He marched an army, in the middle of a 
dark night, in the time of peace to the gates, 
•pplied fcaling-ladders to the ramparts and 

VOL. u G 
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walls, and having furprifed the centkiels, 
feveral hundreds of the Savoyard foidiers had 
adlaally got into the town, and the reft 
were following, when they were at length 
difcovered by a woman, who gave the 
alarm* 

The Genevois ftarted from their fleep, 
feized the readied arms they could find, at- 
tacked the aOailants with fpirit and energy, 
killed numbers in the ftreet, drove others out 
of the gate, or tumbled tfaem over the ram- 
parts, and the few who were taken pri- 
foners, they beheaded next morning, withou): 
further procefs or ceremony. 

The Genevois annually diftinguifh the 
day on which this memorable exploit was 
'performed, as a day of public tijiankfgiviug 
and rejoicing. 

It is called le Jour de TEfcalade. There 
is divine vyorfliip in all the churches. i » 
The clergymen, on this occafion, after fer- 
mon, recapitulate all die circumftances of 
this interefting event ; put the audience in 
mind of the gratitude they o>ye to Divine 
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ft-ovidence, and to the valour of their an- 
ceftors, which (aved them in fo remarkable 
a manner from civil and religious bondage; 
enumerate the peculiar bleffings which they 
enjoy ; and exhort them, in the moft pathe- 
tic ftrain, to watch over their liberties, re- 
main (leady in their religion, and tranfmit 
thefe, and all their other advantages, unim« 
paired to their pofterity. 
. The evening of the Jour de I'EfcaladcL is 
fpent in vifiting, feafting, dancing, and all 
kinds of dlverfions ; for the Gehevois feldom 
venture on great feftivity, till they have 
previoufly performed their religious duties 
^ ' In this, obferving the maxim of the 
Pfalmift, to join trembling with their 
mirth. ' j 

The State keeps, in pay a garrifon of fij^ 
hundred mercenaries, who mount guard and 
do duty every day. But they do not truft 
the fafety of the republic to thefe alone. 
All citizens of Geneva are foldiers. They 
are exercifed feveral hours, daily, for two 
months, evcryifummer ; during which time 
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they wear their tmiformSy and at the end of 
that period arc reviewed by the Syndics. 

As they receive no pay, and as the officers 
arc their fellow- citizens, it cannot be ima- 
gined that thefe troops will perform the ma« 
nual exercife and military evolutions with 
the exa6tneis of foMiers who have no other 
occupation, and who are under all the rigoar 
•f military difcipline. - 

Jlcvcrthelefs they make a very rtsfpc^Ale 
figure in the eyes even of difinterefted fpec- 
tators ; who are, however, but few in num- 
ber, the^eater part con lifting of thea own 
parents, wives, . and children. So, I dare 
fwear, there are no troops in the world, who, 
at a review, are beheld with more approba* 
tion than thofe of Geneva. » 

Even a ftranger of a moderate (hare of 
fen£birity, who recotleds the connedbioa 
between the troops and the beholders, who 
obferves the anxiety, the tendernefs, the 
exultation, and various movements of the 
heart, which appear in the countenances of 
the fpedbtors, will find it difficult to remain 
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unconcerned : — *» but fympathifing with all 
around him, he will naturally yield to the 
pleafing cfiiotions, and at length behold the 
militia of Geneva with the eyes of a citicea 
of the republic. 

Geneva, like all free ftates^ is expofed to 
party-rage, and the public hannony is fre« 
quently interrupted by political fquabbles. 
Without entering into a detail of the par- 
ticular difputes which agitate them at prefent, 
I (hall tell you in general, that one part of 
the citizens are.accufed of a defign of throw- 
ing all the power into the hands of a few fa- 
milies, and of eftablifhing a complete ariflo- 
cracy. The other oppofes every meafure 
which is fuppofed to iiave that tendency, and 
by their adverfaries are accufed of fedittous 
de(]gns, . ^ 

It is difficult for Grangers who refide 
here any confiderable time, to obferve a 
ftria neutrality. The Englifh in particular 
are exceedingly difpoled to take part with 
one fide or other : and as the government 
has not hitherto attempted to bribe them. 
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they gencralJy attach themfelvcs to the op- 
pofiticMi. 

Walking one afternoon with' a young 
nobleman, who, to a ftrong tafte for natural 
philofophy, unites the nioft paffionate zeal 
for civil liberty, we paffed near the garden, 
*in which ofte of thofe circles wJiich fuppoit 
the pretenfibns of the magiftracy affemble. 
I propofed joining them. No, faid- my 
Lord» with indignation ; t will not go for 
a moment into fuch a fociety : 1 confider 
thefe men as the enemies of their country, 
and that place as a focus for confuf>ijng 
freedom. 

Among the citizens themferves^, political 
altercations are carried on with great fire 
and fpirit. A very worthy old gentleman, 
in whofe houfe I have been often entertained , 
with great hofpitality, declaiming warmly 
againft cerfein meafurcs of the- Council, af- 
ferted that all thofe who had promoted theni 
. defcrved death ; and if it depended on him, 
they fhould all be banged without lofs of 
tfrnci His brother, who was in that predi- 



dlamenty interrupted him, and foidv with a 
tone of voice which Teemed to beg for mer- 
cy, Good God ! brother ! furely you would 
not puftx yoor refeniment fo far : you would 
not a6^ually hang them ? Oui, aflur^ment; 
replied the patriot, with a determined coun« 
tenance, et^ous, mon trcs-cher fr^rc, vous 
fcriez le premier pends ^ur montrer mon 
impartjalite* 



LETTER XXr. 

Although thi« republic has long con- 
tinued in a profound peace, and there is no 
great probability of its being foon engaged 
in bloody conflid, yet the citizens of Ge- 
neva are not the lefs fond of the pomp 
of war. 
This appears in what they call their mi^ 
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litary feafts, which are their moft favourite 
aoaulementSt and which they take every 
oppoftttnity of enjoying. 

I was prefent lately at a very grand etv* 
tertalnmemofthit klndi which wai given 
by the King of the Arquebufieri upon hit 
acceflion to the royal dignity. « 

This envied rank ii neither tranfmitted by 
herediury right, nor obtained by eleAion ; 
but gained by. (kill and real merit. 

A war with this ftate, like the war of 
Troy, muft neceflOtrily conixft of a (iege» 
Th? fkilful ufe of the cannon and arquebufe 
IS therefore thought to be of the greateft 
importance. During feveral months every 
year, a confiderable number of the citizens 
are almoft condantly employed in firing 
at. a marki which ii placed at a proper 
diftance. 

Aoy citisen has a right, at a fmail ex« 
pence, to make ttial of his (kill in this 
way; and after a due number of trials, 
the moft expert markfman Is declared 
King. 
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There has not been a coronation of tVi$ 
kind thefc ten years, his late Majefty hav- 
ing kept peaceable pofieffion of the throne 
during that periods But this fuoimer, 
Mr. Mofes Maudrier was found to excel in 
IkilV every competitor; and was raifcd to 
the throne by the unanimous voice of the 
judges. 

He was attended to his own houie fkom 
the field of conteft by the Syndics, amidft, 
the acclamations of the people. Some time 
after this, on the day of his feaft, a camp 
was formed on a plain, without the gates of 
the city. 

Here the whole forces of the republic, 
both horfe and foot, were afiembled, and 
divided into two diftinK^ armies. They 
. were to perform a battle in honour of his. 
Majefty, all the combatants having pre- 
viofiiily ftudied their parts. 

This very ingenious, warlike drama had 
been compofed by one of the reverend 
miniftcrs who is faid to poffefs a very 
cxtenfive military genius. 

G * 
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That the ladies and people of dtfiinc-^ 
tion, ,who were not to be a6haally engaged", 
might view the aSion with the greater cafe 
and fafety, a large amphitheatre of (eats was 
prepared for them at a convenient diftance 
from the field of battle.. 

Every thing being in readinefsj the Syn- 
dies, the Council, flrangers of diftiniSlion, 
and the relation, and favouritesof the King* 
affembled at his Majefty's palace, which is 
a little fnug houfe, fituated in a narrow lane 
in ihe lower part of the city. From the 
palace, the proceifion fet out in the follow- 
ing order : 

His- Majefty walked fir ft^. fupportedi by 
the twd eldeft Syn^cs. 

In the next rank was the Duke of H — , 
with the youngeft. 

After thefe wajked Lord Stanhope, the 
Prince Gaiiitzin,. Mr, Clive, fon to Locd 
Ctive ; Mr. Grenville, (on to the late mi- 
nifter; Mr. St. Leger, and many othqr 
EngUfli gentlemen^ wha had been invited to 
the feaft. 
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Next to them came the Council of 
twenty-five ; and th^ proceffion was clofed 
by the King's particular friends and re- 
lations. 

In this order they marched through the 
city, preceded by a band of mufic, who 
played, as you may believe, the Inoft 
martial tunes they poffibly could think 
of. 

• When this company. came to the field 
where the troops were drawn up, they 
were faluted by the officers ; and having 
made a complete circuit of both armies 
the King and all his attendants took their 
feats at the amphitheatre, which had been 
prepared for that purpofe. 

The impatience of the troops had been 
very vifxble for fome time. When the 
King was feated, their ardour could be no 
longer retrained. They called loudly to 

their officers to lead them to glory. 

The fignal was given — ^They advanced to 
the attack in the moft undaunted man- 
ner^— ~Confcious that they fought under 
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tlie eyes of their King, the Syndics, of 
their vrives, children, mothers, and grands* 
* mothers, they diUkined the thoughts 6f 
retreat.— They flood undifturbed by the 
thickcft fere. ITiey fciled at the roaring 
of the canno», and, like the horfe in Job^ 
they cried among the .trompers, ha, haf 

The ingenious author of Hie batti« had 
taken care to diverfify it with feveral ci»- 
tertakiing incidents* 

An ambufoide was placed by one of the 
armies, behind fome trees, to furprize the 
enemy -r—— This facccedcd to a miracle^ 
although the ambufcade was pofted in the 
fig^t of both armies^ and all the fpe&a^ 
tors. 

A conToy with pf^ifions, advancing 
towards one of the armies, was attacked 
by a detachment from the other ; and after 
a fmart ikirmiih, one half of the waggons 
were carried away by the afiaiiants : -— The 
other remained with the troops ^or wbon^ 
they feemed to have been originally in* 
tended. 
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A wooden bridge was briikly attacked^ 
and-as refoiutcly de&nded ; but at length 
was trod to pieces hj both armies ; for^ in 
the fury of the fight^ the combotantt £>r«> 
got whether this poor bridge was their 
friend or their foe. By what means it got 
into the midft of the battle, I nevsr coakt 
conceive ; for there was neither rivcr^ 
brooJcy nor ditch in the whole field. 

The cavalry on both fides performed 
wonders.— -^It was difficab;^o determine 
which of the generals diftingutihed hioh- 
felf moft. They were both drefled in 
clothes exoberantiy covered with lace; 
for the fumptuary laws were fufpcndcd for 
this day, that the battle might be as mag- 
nificent as poffible. 

As neither of thefe gallant commanderr 
would confent to the being defeated, the 
reverend author of the engagement coald 
not make the catailrophe fo decifive and 
affe&ing as he intended. 

While Viflory, with equipo'ifed wings, 
hovered over both armies^ a meffenger ar« 



l5S TIEW OF SOCZETT JtKD' 

rived from the town-hall with intelligence- 
that dinner was ready. This news quickly 
fpread among the comhatants, and had an 
eiFedl fimilar to that which the Sahine wo^ 
men produced when they rpihed between 
ihcir ravifhers and their rolations. — The 
warriors of Geneva relented at once; and 
both armies fufpended their animofity, in^ 
the contemplation of that which they both 

loved.. They threw down tliejii; arms, 

iliook handsj^nd were friends. 

Thus ended the battle. 1 don't know 

how it will af{e£t you : but it has fatigued 
me fo completely, that I have loft all appe« 
tite for the ieaft, which muft therefore be 
delayed till another poil. 
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LETTER XXir. 



Geneva*- 
JL HE fame company which had attended: 
the King (o the field of battle, marched 
with him in proc^ffion from that to the 
Malfon de Ville, where a fumptuous eOf 
tertainmpent was prepared. 

This was exaftly the reverfe of a fete- 
champetre, being held in the town-hoiife, 
and in the middle of the ftreets adjacent ;. 
where tables were covered, and ditiner pro- 
vided, . for feveral hundreds of the officers 
and foldiers. 

' The King, the Syndics, moft of the 
members of tlie Council, aiid all the (Iran^ 
gers, dined in the town-hall. The other 
roomSy^ as well as the outer court, were 
likewife full of company. 
' There was much greater havoc at din*- 
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ner than had been at the battle, and the 
entertainment in other- refpefU was nearly 
as warlike. 

A kettle-drCim was placed in the middle 
of the hally upon which a martial flouri{h 
was performed, at every toafL This was 
immediately anfwered by the drums and 
trumpets without the hall, and the cannon 
of the baftion. 

Profpcrity to the republic^ is a favourite 
toafti — When this was announced by the 
firft Syndic, all the company ftood up with 
their f words drawn in one hac^^ and glaiTes 
filled with wine in the other. 

Having drank tfie toaft, they clafhed their 
fwords, a ceremony always performed in 
every circle or club where there is a public 
dinner, as often as this particular toad is 
named.— —It is an old cuftom, and im- 
plies that every man is ready to fight in 
defence of the republic. 

After we hdd been about two hours at 
table, a new ceremony took place, which I 
cxpe(£led as little in the middle of a feaft. 



An hundred grenadiers, with their fwwis 
drawn, inarched with great folemnity inta 
the middle of the hall ; for the tablet being 
placed in the form of a horfe-Aoe, there 
was vacant fj^ce in the middle fufficient to 
admit them» 

They defired permiflion to give a toaft : 
this being graated, each of the grenadieriy 
by a well-timed movement, like a motion 
in- the exercife, pulled from .his pocket % 
large water-glafs, which being immediately 
filled with wine, one of the foldicrs, in the 
same of all, drank a health to King Mofea 
die firft. His example was followed by his 
compankMtt and all the company, and wa« 
inflantly honoured by the foand of the 
drums, trumpets, and artillery. 

"When ^e grenacKers had drank this, 
and a toaft or two more, they wheeled 
about, and marched out of the hall with 
the fame folemnity with which they had 
entered, refoming their places at the tablet 
in the ftrect. 

Soctti afier this a man fantadicaHy drefled 
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entered the hall, and diftributed among th^ 
company fome printed flieets which feemed 
to have come diredHy from the prefs. 

This proved to be a fong made for the 
occafiohy replete with gaiety, wit, and good 
lenfe, pointing oat, in a humorous ftrain, 
the advantages which the citizens of Geneva 
pofle^d, and exhorting them to unanimity,' 
induftry, and public fpirit. — This ditry 
was fung by the man who brought ir, 
while many of the company joined in tho 
chorus. 

When we defcended from the town-hiall,' 
we foutid the foldiers intermingled with 
their officers, ftill feated at the tables in the 
AreetSr and encircled by their wives and 
children. 

They all arofe foon after, atid dividing 
ifnto different companies, repaired to the 
ramparts, the fields, and the gardens^ 
where, with mufic and dancing, they con- 
tinued in high glee during the reft of the 
evening. 

The whole exhibition of the day^ though 



ntf very juft reprcfentation of the manoeuvres 
of WJH-, or the elegance of a court entcrtaiii- 
ment, formed the mod lively pi£lare of jol- 
lity, mirth, good-humour, and cordiality, 
that 1 had ever fcen. 

The inhahitants of a whole city, — * of 
a whole ilate if you pieafe, united in one 
fceneofgpod fellow/hfp, like^fingle family, 
k furely no common fight. 

If this (ketch conveys one half of the fa- 
tisfaftion to your mind, which the fcene itfelf 
afforded mine, you wUl not think thcfe two 
long letters tedious*. 



, LETTER XXIIL 

4 

Genera.. 
JL h6re are fome of the citizens of Ge- 
neva themfelve^ who deride the little mili- 
tary eftablilhment of the republic, and de». 
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clare it to be highly ridiculous in fuch a 
feeble ftate to prefume that they could de- 
fend themfelvcs. The very idea of refit 
tance agatnft Savoy or France, they hold as 
abfurd. 

TTiey fceni to take plcafurc in mortifying 
their countrymen, alTuring them, that in cafe 
of an attack all their elForts would be fruit- 
lefs, and their garrifon unable to fiand a fiege 
^ ten days. 

Thefe politicians declaim againft the need« 
kfs expence of keeping the fortifications in 
repair, and they calculate the money loft, by 
fo many manufa£turen being employed in 
wielding ufelefs firelocks inftead of the tools 
of their refpeAive profeffions. 

Were I a member of this, republic, I 
ihould have no patience with thefe difcou- 
l^ging malcontents, who endeavour to de- 
prefs the minds of their countrymen, and 
embitter a fource of real enjoyment. 
- I am convinced that the garrifon, fmall as 
it is, aided by the zeal of the inhabitants, 
and regulated by that (hare of difcipline 
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which their fittiation admits, would ht fuf- 
ficient to fecure them from a coop-de-main, 
or any immediate infalt, and might enable 
tham to defend the town from the attempts 
of any one of the neighbouring ftates, till 
they flioold receive fuccour from fome of 
the others. 

Independent of tfaefe confideratibns, the 
ramparts are rnoft agreeable walks, conve- 
nient for the inhabitants, and ornamental to 
the city. 

The exercifing and reviewing the militia 
form aii innocent and agreeable fpeSade to 
the woman and children, contribute to the 
health and amufcment of the troops them* 
feives, and infptre the inhabitants in general 
with the pkafing ideas of fecurity and of 
dietr own importance. 

Upon the whole, I am convinced that 
the iR^rtflications, and the mifrtia of Geneva^ 
prodace more happinefs, in thefe various 
ways taken together, than could be purchafed 
}^y all the money they coft, expended in any 
Other manner. 
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This I imagine is more than can be faid - 
in favour ef die greater part of the {landing 
armies on the continent of Europe, whofe 
numbers fecure the defpotifm of the prince, 
whofe maintenance is a moft fevere burden - 
upon the countries which fupport them, 
and. whofe difcipline, inftead . of exciting 
pleaGn emotions, imprcfles the mind with 
horror. 

The^ individuals who compofe thofe armies 
are miferable» by the tyranny exeroifed on ' 
them, and ^re themfelves the caufeofmi- 
fery to their fellow-citMeens by the tyranny 
. they exprcife, 

£ut it will be faid they defend the nation 
from foreign enemies. — Alas I could a fo- 
reign conqueror occafion more wretchednefs ' 

than fuch defenders? When he who 

calls himfelf my protefior has ilripped me of 
my |)roperty, and deprived me of my free-^ 
dom, I cannot return him very cordial thanks, 
when he tells me, that he will defend me 
from ever other robber. * 

The moft folid fecurity which thb little 
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ivepublic has for its independency, is found- 
ed on the mutual jealoufy of its neigh- 
,boars. 

There is no danger of its meeting with 
the misfortune ^hich has fo lately befallen 
Poland. — Geneva is fuch an atom of a ftatp 
as not to be divifible. 

Jt ferves, however, as a kind of barrier 
or alarm-pofl: to the Swifs Cantons, particu- 
larly that of Bern, which certainly would 
not like to fee it in -the hands either of the 
"King of France or Sardinia. 

The acquifition is not worth the atten- 
tion of the firfl:*; and it is better for 
the fecond, that the republic fliould re- 
maiin in its prefcnt free and independ- 
ent iituation, than that it fhould revert 
to his poffeffion, and be fubjedled to the 
fame government with hli other dpipi- 
nions. 

For no fooner would Geneva be in the 
poffeffion of Sardinia, than the wealthieft 
,of the /citizens would ^ibandon it, and carry 
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their families and riches to Switzerland, 
Holland, or England. • 
Trade and manufeflures would dwindle 
. with the fpirrt and independence of 'the in- 
habitants ; and the fiourifli'it^g; enlightened, 
ha|>py city of Geneva, like other towns of 
Piedmont and Sav^y, would become the 
refidence cf oppre/fion, fuperftition, and 
poverty. 

In this £tuation it could add bu,t little to 
the King's revenue; whereas, at prefent, 
tha peafants of his dominions, rcfort in 
great numbers to Geneva every market day, 
where they find a ready fale for all the pro- 
du£Uons of their farms. The land is, on 
this account, more valuable, and the pea- 
fants are m^ore at their eafe, though the 
taxes are very high„ than in any other part 
of Savoy. 

This republic, therefore, in its prefent 
independant ftate, is of more ufe to the . 
King of Sardinia, than if it were his pro- 
perty. . 

If a wealthy merchant fliould pufchafe a 

piece 



piece of ground from a poor Lord, build a 
large houfe, and form beautiful gardens upon , 
ity keep a number of fervants^ fpend a great 
part of his revenue in good houfekeeping 
and hofpitality, the confumption of hrs 
table, and many other articles, being pur- 
chafed from this Lord's tenants, it is evident 
lliat they would become rich, and be able td 
pay a larger rent to their landlord. This 
Lord would certainly ^St againft his owfS 
intereft, if he attesnpted, by law, chicane^ or 
force, to dilpoflefs the proprietor of the houfe 
and gardens. 

The free republic of Geneva is to the 
King of Sardinia exactly what the fbppofed 
irich man would be lo the poor Lord» 

It afl&irds mte (atisfadlion to petceive, that 
the (lability of this little fabric of freedom^ 
raiCed by my friends the citi2ens of Geneva, 
does not depend on the juftice and oOo- 
deration of the neighbouring powers, or 
any equivocal fiipport; but Hi founded on 
the folid lading pilbrs of their mutual in* 
tereij. 

VOL. I, H 
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LETTER xxnr. 

a RiBtuHiod a few daym finoe fnttn ^ jour- 
ney Co the GJacien «f Savoyv the ^ys 
ic ValbtSf and otber places anmng the 

The wondeifol accoants I had heard of 
thedacidrs had excited my cmiofity 21 goad 
deal, vihWe the air of fuperiority a£[iiTiied by. 
jbioe who had made thift^boafted toor fuqued 
Iny pride ftill more* 

One Goold hardly mantioii uny thing ca« 
riovs or fingolar, withoiit heiog told by 
fome of thofe «twoUer$> ^Ith an air .1^ cool 
coniem^t ^'^ Dttt Sir, ^^ that is pretty wdl ; 
hot t2|ke my word for k, it ia oalhing to the 
Glacieit of & voy » 

I deMmioed Ht bft nol to tkfce tiiair 
word for it| and I found fome. gentlemen 
of the faaie way of thinking. The.^arty 
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tonfiAed <9f Uie DiU&e of Hamilton^ Mr, 
Upiiofi, Mr. Gieovilk) Mr. Kennedy^ anil 

We left Qtiatyz carlf In t)ie OMSFrtiing «(f 
the ihird of Aug^ttft, wad break&fted dt 
Bonnevtlk, a fmaU town in the duchy ^ 
Savoy* ficfiale^ at ilie &)ot of Moie» and oa 
die baiiJes of the river Arvc. 

The Aifimiit of Mole, a$ we Were toM» a 
about 4600 Englifh feet above the lake of 
GeoevHy at the lower pafll^d of tbe Rhone, 
vrhkh teft ii about tKK> feet above the kvcl 
of the MediiBrraneaiiu Foe tbefe pa^icA*. 
iars, I QiM take tiae Mford of my informer^ 
whoever airs of -fijperiorjty he jaay affiime 
on the discovery. 

From Bonneville we proceoded to GIidRi 
by a f^ad loiejrably good, and highly enler- 
taioing on acocnint of the fiogularity aUd ^f^ 
riecy df iaiidicape to be &cn frem jt. Tht 
oiijedb change their af^aranod every mo* 
meot tt yon advaace^ fer the patb is con- 
tin uaUy windings to hitmoar the po&kmof 
tbe mottotainsi and to^un an aeceft b^wieen 
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the rocks, which in fome placed hang over It 
in a very threatening manner. The moan- 
tains overlook and prels fo clofely upon thi« 
little town of Clufe, that when I ftood in 
the principal ilreel, each end of it feemied to 
be pcrfedly fliut up ; and wherever any erf 
the houfes had fallen down, the vacancy ap- 
peared to the eye,f at a moderate diflance, to 
be plugged up in the fame manner by a 
green mountain^ 

On leaving Clafe, however, we found a 
well made road running along the banks of 
the Arve, and flanked on each fide by very 
high hills, whofe oppofite fides tally fo ex* 
a£tly, as to lead one to imagine they have 
been torn from each other by fome violent 
convulfion of natare. 

In other places one fide of this defile is 
a high perpendicular rock, fo very fmooth 
d)at it feems not to have been torn by na<; 
ture, but chifelied by art, from - top to bot« 
torn, while the whole of the fide diredly 
oppofite is of the nioft fmiling verdure. 

Hic paflage betw^n the mountains gra- 
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dually opens as you advance, and the fcene 
diverfifies with a fine luxuriancy of wild 
landfcape. 

Before yoo enter the toturn of .Sailencht, 
you muft crofsithc Arvc, which at thi» 
feafon is much larger than in winter^ 
being fwoln by the diflblving fnows of the 
Alps. 

' This river ba» itt-fource at the pariih of 
Argentiere, in the valley of Chamounu » 
immediately augmented by torrents from 
the neighbouring Glaciers, and poors iti 
chill turbid flream into the Rhone^ foon 
s^er that river ifiue.s from the lake of 
Geneva* 

The contraft between thofe two livers Is 
very ftriking, the one being as pure and 
limpid as the other is foul and muddy. 
The Rhone feems to fcorn the alliance, and 
keeps as long as poliiUe unmingled with 
his dirty fpoufe. Two miles below the 
pbce of their juni^ion, a di£R;rence and 
oppofition between this ill forted couple is 
ftili obfervaUe; tbefe, however, gradually 



abate hf I019 babk, tfU atlafi, jicMiivg; U^ 
ncccffilfy and to thole unrcbatitig kMM 
whkh joined them together, they tmm m 
pctfcAtittoi^aBAflowktacmMiiofi fttcam 
to die eai o£ their CMi^t > 

We pafied tfar nij^ at Salkndle^ smi 
the lemaiaing part of our jmuraey iMt 
admitting of chaifef, they were fent bach 
e» Genera, wkb oidtfs to the drWfti^. to go 
Rmiid hf the odier fide of tlie Ulc» and 
awct vs at the village ef Maitigoy, itt the^ 
Pays dft Vathns. 

Wq agvecd wkh a muleteer at Salkncbe,^ 
who provfdied moles to czrrf us orer the 
mountains to Martigny. It is a g&o^ 
AiyVjoemey hotn SaHaicbe le ChamoUni^ 
mot on account of d»e diilance, hat ffocn' 
the dsfficuhy and perpkiity of Ae roai^ 
and the Rtep afcents and dtfeents with 
whi^h yon are tqiied ahernfrtely the whole 
way. 

Some of themoikntains are torercd with 
pine, 06^, beech, and waknot tiees. Thefe 
^re interQ>er{ed mch apple, . pliimts cheny» 



an(}> other frait tFttes» (6 that we rode s greHc 
part of the forenoon in /hade. 

Belidefli the rtfrelking cootnefs this occa- 
fioned» it was uaoA agteeaKle to me on 
smottef ftCGoum. The road wai in fomt 
pkoes fa enceeilingly fteep ^at I never 
doubted htit (mnt of w were to falh I 
therefore refletSted with fatisftAion, that 
thofe treea-woald probaMy arreft ourcoiirfet 
and hinder m frmn rolling a great way. 

Bat many pathlefs craggy mountains 
remained to be travcrfcd after we had loft 
the prote^ion of the trees. We then had 
nothing but the fegacity of our moles to 
truft to. For my own part, I was very 
foon conv^inced that it was much fafer on 
all dubious occadons to depend on thetr*s 
than on tty«wn: for as> of^en aa I was 
prefented with a choice bf d^£Ecultiea, and 
the mule and I were of different opinions, 
if, becoming more obflmate than he, I in« 
lifted on his taking my track, I never failed 
to repent it, and often was ^bilged to re- 
turn to the place where the controverfy had 
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inftant moved to hugbter at the infinite 
^MWrdity of the idea* 

About fix in the evening we arrived at 
Ae valley of Chamourvi, and found todg- 
ifngs in a fmall v'rflage called Prieure. The 
valtey of Chamouni is about &x leagues Tti 
length, and an Englifh mite m breadth. If 
U bounded on alF fides bjr very high 
mountains. Between the intervals of thefe 
mountains, on one Cde of the valley, tlie 
vaft bodies of fnow and ice, which are 
called Glaciers, defcend from Mont Blane^ 
which is their foarcc. 

On one fide of the valley, oppofite to the 
Glaciers, ftands Breven, a mountain whole 
ridge is 5300 Engliih .feet higher thaa the 
valley. Many travellers^ who ihave more 
curiofity, and who think lefs of fatigue than 
we, take their firft view of the Glaciers from 
the top (^ Mount Breyen, As there is only 
the narrow valley between that and the 
Glaciers, aU of which it overlooks^ anJ 
eveiy other ob]e£^ acound, except Mont 



Blanc, the ipiew ftxHTJ it mtfft be *«ty^ ad- 
vantageous and magnificenC. 

We determined to begin with Mtnitan* 
vert, from which we could walk to the 
Glaciers, referving Mdunt Breren for ano- 
ther day's work, if we "(hot] Id find ourfelves 
(o inclined. After an hour*s refrefhment 
at our quarters, Mr. Kennedy and I took 
a walk through the vaMey. ' 

The chapter of Priefts and Canons of 
Salleache have the LQrdfhip of Chamouni, 
and dr^w a r^enue trdn> th^ poor inhabi- 
tants ; the Wgheft mountains of the Alps, 
with all their ice and fnow, not being fufE- 
cient to defend them from rapacity and 
extortion. 

The prieft*s houfe is l)eyond compari(bn 
the beft m the whale vsAley, I-.poking at 
it, I aflsjcd a young'pxari who flood nea^ 
me, if the prieft was rich ? 

Oui, Monfieur, horriWement,— replied 
he, — et auffi il mange prefquc tout notrc 
bl^. ^ - 
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I then aflccdy if the people of Chamoum. 
wifbed to get nd of him ? 

Oiii^ bbadccchii-ci -*-mais iL&ut avoir 
un autre,. . . 

I do not fee the abfolute neceflity of that^ 
laid I.-r-^Conlidcr, if you had no pri.eft$^ 
jou wooUh have more to. eat. 

The lad. (bred — «*- then anfwered with 
great wtf/t/^//— Ah, Mcmfieur, dans ce paysr 
ci les pretJies font tput, audi necelSaires que: 
le manger. 

It is piain^ that this clergyman in{tru£ts 
his parishioners very carefully in the prin* 
ciples of religion. " ■ - I perceive, that your 
foul is. in very fave hajids, faid Kennedy,, 
giving the boy a crown j but here is fome- 
thing to enable you to take care of your 
body. 

In my next t ftall endeavour to give yon 
iome account of the Glaciers: — At prefent^ 
I muft wiih JOU good" nigbti 
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VV ^ began pretty ^rly in the morning 
to afcend Montanver^, from the top of 
which, there is eafy accefs to the Giadcr 
ef that name, and to (he Valicy of Ice* . 

Oar mutes Qarriedus from the innacro(« 
die valley, and evert foe a coiifidcrablc way 
up die mountain; which at length became 
fe exceedingly fteep, that we were oblige4 
to difmount and fend them back- Mr» 
Upton only, who had been here belbre, and 
was acct^omed to fuch- expeditions, con* 
tinned without compundion on- his mule 
tiU he got to tlie top^ riding fearlefe over 
Kxrks, which a goat or a chamois woaki 
have pa/Ted with caution. 

In this lafi animal, whichjs to be ftuind 
9n thef& mountains-only^ are blended the 
diflferent qjaalities:, a|. tlje g9»t and tbt^ 



(Jeer. — — It is faid to have more agility 
than any other quadruped poflefled of the 
fame degree of ftrength. 

After afcending four hours, we gained 
the fummit of Montanvert. The day was 
remai-kabiy fine, the ohje£is around noble 
and m^ftic, but m fome refpofks different 
from what I had expcded. 

The valley of Cbamoum bad difappeai[ed : 
— Mount Breven fecmed to have crept 
won^rfully near ; «nd if I had not ju(l 
crofied the. plain which feparales the two 
mountains^ and \% a noile in breadth, I 
fliould have conctiKied that their bifes were 
m contaAi and that their diftacice above 
was foietf owing to the dimiBvition in the 
6a!» of alt mountains towards the (bmintf. 
Judging from the eyes atone, I {hcwldhxve 
thought it poffible to have thrown a ftone 
from the place where I (teod to MqorI 
Breven. 

There ts a chain of roountains behind 
Montanvert, all covered with fnow, which 
terminate in fow diMnd rockr, of a great 



lieighty baying the appearance of narrcmit* 
pyramids or fprrcs. Thcjr are called the 
Neccttes-; and each has a drfiind name.— 
Mont Bbnc, forroonded by Montanvert, 
Mocrqt Breren, the Needles, and other 
fnowy mountains, appears like a giant among 
pigmies. 

The height which we had now attained, 
was (o far on our waj up this motmtaim 
I was therefore equally forprifed and mor- 
tified to find, after an afcent of three thou- 
fand feet, that Mont Blanc feemed as high 
here as when we were in the valley. 

Having afcendcd Montanvcrt from Cha- 
mouni, on defcending a little on the other 
fide, vi^e found ourfeives on a ptarn, whofe 
appearance has been aptly compared to that 
which a fiormy fca would have, if it Were 
fuddcnly arreffcd and fined by a flrong 
frofk. This is called the Valley of Ice. 
It flretches feveral leagues behind Mon- 
tanvcrt, and is reckoned 2300 feet higher 
than the valley of Chamouni. 

From the highefl part of Montanvcrt 



^e had all the following dhje<% under our 
eye, fome of which fecmed to obftru6l the 
yi^w of others equally i»terefting ; — the 
Valley of Ice,, the Needles, Mont Bianc^ 
with the fnowy mountains below, finely* 
contraftfid with- Breven, and the green hills 
on ^ the oppofite fide of Chamouni, and the 
fun in full fpiendor fliowing. all of them 
to the greateft advantage.. — The whole 
forms a fcene equally, fuhlime and beauiifuly 
far above my power of defcription, and 
worthy of the cloqpence of that very inge- 
nious gentleman, who has fo finely illuC- 
Uatcd thefe fubjefts, in a particular tnea- 
tife, and given fo many examples^ of both 
in his parliamentary fpceches. 

While we remained in contemplation of 
this fcene, fome of the company obferved, 
that fiom the top of one of the Needles the 
profpedl would be ftill more magnificent^ 
as the eye could ftretch over Breven, beyond 
Geneva, all the way to Mount Jura, and 
comprehend the Pays de Vallois, ^ and 
many other mountains and vallica. 



This excited the ambition of th# Duke 
t>f Hamiltom He fprang up, and made 
towards the Aiguille du Dru, which is the 
-higheft ©f the four Needles. Though he 
4>ounded over the tcewith the elafticity of a 
young cbanaois^ It was a confiderable time 
before bt couJd arrive at the foot of. the 
Needle : -^ for people are greatly deceived u 
to diAances in thofe fnowy^ regions; 

Should he get near the top^ faid Mr,. 
Grenviile, looking after him with eagei>- 
nefs, he will fwear we have feen* nothing — 
But I will try to mount as high as he can ; 
I am not fond of feeing people above me. 
So faying, he fprung after him. 

la a fhort time we faw them both (craii^ 
Wing up the rock : — The Duke had 
gained a confiderable height, when he was 
f^rddenly ftopped by a part of the rock 
vhicli^ was perfectly impradicable ( for his 
impetuofity had prevented him from choof^ 
ing the eafieft way ) ; fo Mr. Grenville 
overtook him. 

Here they, had timeno breathe andco^l 
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» Irttle. The on« being deterisiBcd not 
to be forpafied, the other thoogtit lbs e*^ 
pick not wovth hi» whUe» fince the hcrmMir 
m oft bo divided* So like two rWal powers/ 
who h«ve exbaufted Aeir ftrengdi by a 
fruitlert cofitefti tbey retttrm4 fatrgt2ed 
and diOippoineedy to the place from whtdi 
they bad fet oat. 

After a very j^reeable repaft, oif the 
provifitons and wine which 6Dr giudes had 
brought from the Prieure» we pafied, by ah 
eafy defcent, ftpm the green part of Mod6- 
«nvert to the Valley of Ice. A walk upoa 
this frosen fea is attended with inconvQ- 
niencies. ^In fome places, the fweWnga, 
which have been compared to waves^ are 
forty or fifty feet high : yet, as they are 
rough, and the ice intermti^lcd wkb fno^ 
one may walk over them. In other parts, 
thofe waves are of a very moderate flac, and 
in feme pbces the forf;ice is ^iie level. 

What renders a paflJige over this valley 
ftill more difficult and dangcro\j« Is, the 
rents in the ice, which are to be met with. 



whatever il&re^oD you foUow. Theft rcfiti 
are f?oai two to £l% feet wide, and of an 
amafting defNh ^ reaching from the furfacw 
of the fatley, thtMgh » body of ice muanj 
handed fathoms tliick* On tHra^wing 
down a flipnei or any other folid fob- 
ftance, we cmU heai ike hoOow marmur 
of its (Mcent for a very lofi|; time, jfcHind- 
kig like £cr didant wave9 breaking apon 
rock^, 

Oor gvndes, cmboUened by habit, iklpped 
over thefc rcnti wkhou* any fjgn of feart 
•hothgh they informed us, that they baA 
often feen frefli ciefo formed, while thejr 
walked on the valley. They added, indted, 
for our encouragement, that this waj alway* 
preceded by a loud continued noife, which 
gave warning of what was to happen. 

It is eindcnt, however, that this warning, 
though it Aiouid always precedfe the rent,, 
could be of KttJe ufe to thofe who had ad- 
vanced to the middle of the valley ; foi» 
they^neither cottld know certainly in what 
dtr«£lion to run, nor could they have timo 
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to get off : and in cafe the ice fhould yawrr 
dtre£lly under their feet, they muft inevi** 
tably peri(h. — But probably few accidents 
of that kind happen ; and this has greatep 
influence, than any reafoning upon the 
iiibjea. 

It is fuppofed, that the fnew and ice at 
the bottom, melting by the warmth of the 
earth, leave great vacancies, in the form of 
vauhs. Thefe natural arches fupport for a 
Ibog time an amazing weight of ice and 
fnow ; -^for there is a va3> diftance from the 
bottom to the furface of this valley,— — But 
the ice beneath continuing to diflblvc, and 
the ftiow above to increafe, the arches muft 
at laft give way, >vhicli occafions the noife 
and rents above mentioned* Water alfoi 
which may have fallen from the furface into 
the clefts, or is lodged by any means in 
this great mafs of fnow, will, by its fudden 
expanfion in the a<£t of freezing, occafioa 
aew rents at the furface* ^ 

We had heard a great deal of the havoc 
made by avalanches* Thefe are formed of 
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ihow driven by the winds againft the 
faigheil and moft protuberant parts of rocks 
and mountains, whei;e it hardens and adr 
heres fometimes till a prodigious mafs i^ 
accumulated. Bat when thefe fupportcrs 
are able to fuftain the increafing weight no 
longer, the avalanche falls at once, hurry- 
ing large portions of the loofened rock or 

mountain along with it ; and rolling 

from a vaft height, with a thundering noife, 
to the valley, involves in certain deilrudlion 
2JI the trees, boufes^ cattle^ and men, which 
lie in its way*. 

* Acreltiti montis saxam de rcriice prseceps 
Cam rait ayalsTiiii vento, sea tarbidas imber 
Prplait, aut anniV solvit sublapsa retustas : 
Fertar in abrapium xaagao mous impi^obus acta, 
Extiltatqae solo, silvas, armenta, yiros^ne 
IiiTolTens secam.. ViRG. 

As wiien^ bj nge, or fains, or tempests torn, 
A rock from some high precipice is Wnie j 
Trees,- herds, and swains inT.olving in the sweeps 
The mass flies furious from tV aerial steep, 
I^eaps down the mountain's side, with many a bounds 
]^ lierjr whirls, and smokes along- tlie ground. 

Pitt. 
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Tbe greater part of thofe wlio harenfade 
a journey to tire Glaciers have feen one or 
jtioneofthefe avalanches in the very wlk of 
&lBng^ and have thetnfelves always efcaped 
by mtrade.«***-**-Jiift as moft people who 
have made a fingle voyfi^e by fea, if k 
were only between Dover and CalaU, have 
met with a ilorm, and veiy narrowly efcaped 
fliipwreck* 

All that any of oar party can bpaft Is, 
that during the nights Ive lay at Chamounr, 
we freqtiently heard a noife like diftant 
thunder, which we were told was occa- 
fioned by the £dliiig of fome of thefe fame 
avalanches at a few miles difianoew And 
during ow cxcurfions, ,we few trees de- 
ftroyed, and tra^^s of foil torn from the 
fides of the mountains, over which the 
avalanches were faid to have rolled, two 
or three years before we paflei Thefe 
were the tuurroweft efcapes we made."'— ^ 
I lieartily wifti the fame good luck to all 
travellers, whatever account tbey themfelves 



may choofe to give to their friends when 
they retora. 

The Valley of. Ice is feveral leagues in 
length, and not above a quarter of a league 
in breadth. It divides into branches, whkh 
run behind the chain of moamains formerly 
taken notice of. It appears like a frozen 
amphitheatre, and is bounded' by moun- 
tains, in whofe clefts columns of cryilal, as 
we were informed, are to be found. — ^The 
hoary majcfty of Mont Blanc ****** 
I was in danger of riling into poetry, when 
recoUe^ing the ftory of Icarus, I tho\^ht 
it bell not to trufl; to my own waxen 
wings. — I^beg leave rather to borrow the 
following lines, which will pleafe you better 
than any flight of mine, and prevent me 
from a fail: 

So Zembla's rocks (the beauteous work of 

frofl) 
Rife white in air, and glitter o'er the coaft ; 
Pale funs, unielt, at diftance roll away, . 
And on th'impafBve ice the lightnings play J 
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Eternal fnows the grawing raafs fuppty^ 
Fill the bright mountains^ prop th'incambeflt 

iky; 
As Atla^ >fix'd» each hoary pile appears^ 
The gathered winter of a thoufand years^ 

Having walked a confiderable lime oft 
the valley, and "being fufficiently regaled 
witli ice, we at Tengtli tliouglit of return- 
ing to our cottage at Prieure. Our guides 
led us down "by a fhorter and fteepcr way 
than that by whicTi we had afcehded ; and . 
in aT)out two hours after we had begun out 
deftent, we found ourfelves at the bottom 
of the mountain. This rapid manner of 
defcending, moft people find more fevere 
upon the mufcles of the legs and thighs, 
tTian even the afcent. For my own part, I 
was very near exhaufted ; and as we were 
-ftill a couple of miles diftant- from our 
lodgings, it was with the greateft fatisfac- 
tion that I faw our obfequious males. -in 
wailing to carry us to our cottage ; where 
having at laft arrived, and being affemblcd 

in a 



in a fmall room, excluded from the view' of 
ky valleys, cfyftal hills, and fnowy moun- 
tains, with nothing before us but humble 
obje£b, as cold meat, c^rfe bread, an4 
poor wine, we contrived to pafs an hour 
before going to bed, in talking over the' 
exploits of the day, and the wonders we* 
had feen. — -Whether there is greater plea- 
fure in this, or in viewing the fcenes them* 
felves, is a queftion not yet decided by tha 
cafuifts. 



LETTER XXVI. 

* - . " 

1 HERE are 'five or fix different Glaciers, 
which all terminate upon one fide of the 
valley off Chamouni, within the fpace of 
about five leagues. 

Thefe are prodigious colle^ons of fiiow 

VOL, I. 1 
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and ice, formed in the intervals or hollowi 
between the mountains that hound the fide 
of the valley near which Mqnt Blanc 
ftand-. 

The fnow in thofe hollows being fcreene4 
from the influence of the fun, the heat of 
fummer can difibive only ^ ce'rtaip portion 
of it, Thefe niagaxines of ice ?ind fnow 
are not formed by wjiat falls 4ire<Slly fron^ 
tlie heavens into the intervals. ' They arp 
fupplied by the fnow which falls during 
winter on the loftieft parts of Mont Blanc ; 
large beds or ftrata of which Aide down 
imperceptibly by their own gravity, and 
finding no refiftancc at thefe intervals, they 
form long irregular roots around all th$ 
adjacent mountains. 

Five of thefe enter, by five difierent em- 
bouchures, into the valley of Chamouni, 
and are called Glaciers, on one of which 
\ye had been. 

At prefent their furface is from s^ thou- 
fand, or two thoufand feet hi^h, above the 
valley. 
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Their- breadth depends on the widcncfs 
of the interval * between the mountains in 
which they are* formed. 

Viewed from the valley, they have*, iit 
my opinion, a much finer cScSt than from 
iheir fummit. 

Thp rays of the fun flriking with various 
force on the different parts, according atf 
they are more or lefs expofed, occafion art 
TUiequal diflblution of the ice ; and, with 
tbQ help of a little imagination, give the ap« 
pearances of columns, arches, and turrets, 
which are in fome places tranfparent. 

A fabric of ice in this ftate, two thou- 
fand feet high, and three times as broad, 
wUh the fun fhining full upon it, you mud 
acknowledge to be a very fingular piece of 
arichite£ture. 

Oar company aicended only the Glacier 
of Montanvert, which is not the higheft, 
and were contented with a view of the 
others fi"om the valley ; but more curious 
travcUcn will furcly think it worth thcii 
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labour ta examine each of them mare par- 
ticularly. 

Some people are fo fond of Glaciers, that 
not fatisfied with their prefent f*ze, they 
infift pofitively, that they muft neceffarily 
grow larger every year ; and they argue the 
matter thus : 

The prefent cxiflence of the Glaciers is 
a fufficient proof that there has, at fome 
period or other, been a greater quantity of 
fnow formed during the winter^ than the 
heat of the fummerhas been able tpdrfiblve. 
But this difproportion muft neceffarily in- 
creafe every year, and, of cpnfequence, the 
Glaciers muft augment : becaufe, any jgiven 
<|uantity of fnow and ice remaining through 
the courfe of one fummer, muft rncreafe 
the cold of the atmofphcre round it in 
fome degree ; which being reinforced by 
the ihowi of the iueceedurg wmter, will 
refift the diffotving powet of the fun more 
the feoond; fusnmer thaa the fivft, and 
ftlU more ik» third than the fecond, aod 
fo om . 
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The conclufion of this reafoning is, that 
the Glaciers muft grow larger by an in- 
creaiing ratio every year, till the end of 
time. For this reafon, the authors of this 
theory regret, that they themlelves have 
b€^n fent into the world fo fpon ; becaufe, 
if their birth had been delayed for nine or 
ten thoufand years, they ihould have feen 
the Glaciers in much greater glory, Mont 
Blanc being but a Lilliputian at prefent, m 
comparifon of vyhat it will be then. 

However rational this may appear, ob- 
jedions have neverthclefs been fuggefted, 
which I am forry for ; becaafe, when a theory 
is tolerably confident, well fabricated, and 
goodly to behold, nothing can be more vex- 
atious, than to fee a plodding officious fel- 
low overthrow the whole ftru6lure at once 
byadafhofhis pen, as Harlequin does a 
houfe with a touch of his fword, in a pan- 
tomime entertainment. 

Such cavillers fay, that as the* Glaciers 
augment in fiiie, there muft be a greater ex- 
tent of fuiface for the fun-beams to a£t upon^ 
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and, of confequencc, the diflblution will be 
greater, which mull efFedually prevent the 
<;ontinuaI increafe contehded for. 

But the other party extricate themfelves 
from this difficulty by roundly afferting, that 
the additional cold occafioned by the fn©w 
and ice already depofited, has a much grea- 
ter influence in retarding their diflblution, 
than the increafed furface can have in haft- 
ening it : and, in confirmatiJEffi of their fyf- 
tem, they tell you, that the oldeft inhabi- 
tants of Chamouni remember the Glaciers 
.when they were much fmaller than at pre- 
fent ; and alfo remember the time when they 
could walk, from the Valley of Ice, to places 
behind the mountains, bypaflages which are 
now quite choked up with hills of fnow, 
not above fifty years old. 

Whether the inhabitants of Chamouni af- 
fert this from a laudable partiality to the Gla* 
ciers, whom they may now confider (on ac- 
count of their drawing flrangerj to villt the 
valley) as their beft neighbours: —or from 
politenefs to the fupporters of the above* 



iWfentioned opinion ; — or from real obfer- 
Vation, , I fliall not prefurae to fay. -^ But I 
ttiyfelf have hieard feveral of xh6 old pedple 
in Chamouiii affert the fa6t. 

The cavlliers being thus obllgea to reliii- 
quilRi their former objedtion, attempt, in the 
next place, to tbow, that the above theory 
leads to an abfurdity ; becaufe, lay they, if 
the Glaciers go on increafing in bulk aJin^ 
Jtmiuifiy the globe itfclf would become in 
procefs of time a mere appendage to Mont 
Blanc* 

llie advocates for^thc Gontiriual angnien- 
tation of the Glaciers reply, that as this 
ihconveniency has not already happened^ 
there needs no other refutatiort of the im- 
pious doArine of csrta'm phUofophers, who 
affert |hat the world has exifted from eter- 
nity ; and as to the globe's becoming art 
appendage to the niountain, they affure us, 
that the world will be at an end long before 
that event can happen. So that thofe of the 
taoi\. timid natures, and mod delicate con^ 
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ftitutions, may difmifs their fears on tliat 
fabjelfl. 

For my own part, though I wifliwell to 
the Glaciers, and all the Inhabitants of Cha- 
motmi, having pail«d fome dayi very plea- 
Cinily in their company $ I will take no part 
in thii cootrovcrfy, the mcriti of which I 
Icarc to yopr own judgment. 



LETTER XXVir. 



X HE morning of the day on which we de- 
parted /rom Pricunj, I obferved a girl of a 
very Angular appearance fitting before the 
door of one of the houfes*. When I fpoke 
to her, (he made no anfwer : but an elderly 
man, who had been a foldier in the King of 
Sardinia's fervice, and my acquaintance fince 
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the moment of our arrival, informed me, 
that this girl was an ideot, and had been to 
from her birth. 

He took me to two other honfes in thfc 
village, in each of which there was one per- 
fon in the fame melancholy fituation ; and 
he aflurcd me, that all over the valley of 
Chamouni, in a family confifting of five dr 
fix children, one of them, generally fpeak- 
ing, was a perfect natural • 

Tliis was confirmed by feme others, to 
whom I afterwards mentioned it. I was 
told at the fame time, that the parents, fo 
far from confidering this as a misfortune, 
looked upon it as an indication of good luck 
to the reft of the family^ and no unhap- 
pinefs to the individual, whom they always 
cherifti and proteft with the ulmofi'teri- 
dernefs. 

I afked my foldier, if any of his own fa- 
mily were in that ficuatjon ? Non, Mon- 
fic»r, anfwercd he ; et auffi |Vi paffe une vie 
bien d^re. . . 
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Don't you think theie poor creatares very 
unhappy i 

Demande pardon, Monfieur ;- ^ Us font 
tris-heureux — — 

But you would not like to have been' bom 
in that flate yourfelf i 

Vous croyez done, Moniiour, quej'aurois 
iti bien attrap^ i 

Attrapc I — certainly : —don't you think 
fo too.? 

Four cela, non^ Monfieur ^ je n^aurois ja- 
Jnais travaille. 

To one who has through life been obligc(f 
to work hard for a bare fubfidence, labour 
appears the grcateft evil, and perfe<a idlenefe 
the greatefl blefling. If this ibldier had beexi 
brought up in idlenefs, and had experienced 
all the horrors and dej.e£tion which attend 
indolent luxury, very poflibly he would be 
of a different opinion. 

During this journey, I remarked, that in 
fome particular villages, and for a confi- 
derable traft of country, fcarcely was there 
any body to be fecn vrhg had that fweUing 



bf the throat and neck, which is tllought 
fo general Simong all the inhabitants of the 
Alpsv In particular, I did not obferve any' 
body at Prieur^ with this complaint } and, 
upon enquiry, was informed that there are 
many parifties in which not a flngle perfon 
i$ troubled with it, and that in othet 
places at no great didance, it is almoft 
univerfaJ* 

in the valley of Chamouni there is only 
one hamlet where it is common ; but in the 
Pays de Yallais, I was told» it is more fre-* 
quefTt than in any other place. 

As this difeafe feems to be endemical, it 
. cannot, as has been imagined^ proceed front 
the drinking of water impregnated with (novt 
or ice \ for this beverage is common to all 
the inhabitants of the Alps, and of other 
mountains* 

If the Water be in t-eality the vehicle of 
this difeafe, we muft fuppofe it impregnated, 
not only With diflblved ice and fnow, but 
aMb with fome fait, or other fubftance, pof* 
fefled of the noxious quality of obftrufting 



ao4 ruw or socoTt jljsd 

the glands of the throat ; and we muil nlfa 
fuppofe, that this noxious fubftance is to 
• be found in no other inhabited place but 
the Alps. 

A^er one of the* inhabitants of Cha- 
mouni had enumerated many parifhes where 
there were, and others where there were no 
Goitres ( which is the name they give this 
fwelJing,) he concluded by telling me, I 
ihould fee them in great abundance among 
the Vallaifans, to whofe country we were 
going. — When I told the man, I thought 
liis country people very happy, in being" 
quite free from fuch an odious difeafe, 
which afflicted their poor neighbours— — 
En revanche, faid the peafant, nous fommes 
accabl^s des impdts;-— et dans le Pays de 
Vallais on ne paye rien. 

The d — ; — 1 is in the fellow, exclaimed 
I,— Wer it in your choice, would you ac- 
cept of Goires, to get free of taxes ? 

Tres-volontiers, Monfieurj— I'un vaot 
bien I'autre. 
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Quid caufae eft, merlto ^uin illis Jupiter 

ambas. 
Iratas boccas tiiflet.* 

You fee, my friend, that it is not in 
courts and capitals alone that men are dif- 
contented with their fortunes. The caufes 
of repining zre different in different places j 
but the effe6l is the fame every where. 

On the morning of the fixih day, we bi4 
adieu to Prieure ; and having afc^nded the 
mountains which fhut up the valley of 
Chamouni at the end oppofitc to that by 
which wc had entered, after various wind- 
ings on a very rugged -rpad, we gradually 
^'defcended into a ftoUow of the moft difmal 
appearance. 

. It is furrounded with high, bare, rugged 
T0cks, without trees or verdure of any 
kind, the bottom being as barren and craggy 



-And shall not Jove^ 



"With cheeks infiam'd^ and angry brow, forswear 
"Hia weak indulgence to th^ir fatare prayer ? 
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tts the 6deSi and the whole forming sf moil 
hideous landfcape. This dreary valley is of 
a conGderable length, bat very narrow. I 
imagine it would have pleafed the fancy of 
Salvator, who might have been tempted to 
fteal a corner of it for one of his pieces, 
which) ,when he had enlivened with a 
tntirder or two, would have been a mafter« 
piece of the Horrible. 

'Having traverfed this, we continued ouf 
Journey^ fometioies afcendlng, then de- 
fending into other vallies whofe names I 
have forgot*—* We had a long continued 
afcent over Mount Noir, a very high hill» 
covered with pine trees, many of which* 
are above a hundred feet in height. I was 
obliged to walk on foot moft of this road^ 
which is full as ftcep as any part ot that by 
which we had afcended Montanvert. 

We came at length fo the pafs which 
Separates the King of Sardinia's country 
from the little republic^ caDed the Pays de 
Vallais. Acrofs this fhere is an old thick 
Wall, and a gatei Without any guard. This 



narrow pars continues for fcvcral miles.—- 
A few pcafanttf arranged along the upper 
part of the mountains could, b]r rolling 
down ftones, deftroy a whole army, if it 
fiiould attempt to enter into the country 
by thii road. 

When you have pailed through this long 
defile, the road runs along the fide of a high 
and deep mountain ; but is iliJl fo very 
narrow, that two perfons cannot with fafety 
go abreaft, and ail paffengers are entirely art 
the mercy of thofe.who may be pofted 
on the higher parts of the mountain. 

From the fide of the mountain on which 
we pafied, we could have fpoken to the 
people who inhabited the fide of the mouir* 
tain oppbfite. But I am convinced it would 
have taken three or four hours walking, to 
have gone to them : Becaufe we mufi:, by 
a long oblique tour, have'firft reached the 
bottom of the cleft between us, and then 
have afcended to them, by another long fa- 
tiguing path, which could not be done in 
lefs time than I have mentioned. 
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Wherever there is a fpot of the mountam 
tolerably fertile, and the flope lefs formi- 
dable than ufual, you are almoft certain to 
find a pcafant*s houfe. All the houfes are 
built of the fine red pine, which grows near 
at hand. The carriage of thi^, even for a 
fhortway, upon thofevery fteep mountains, 
mud have been attended with no fmall dif- 
ficiiity and datiger. The dwellings are raifejl 
on wooden props, or pillars, two or threjc 
feet above the ground* On the top of each 
pillar a large flag or broad (lone is placed, to 
ob(lru£t the entrance of rats^-^Indeed il\e 
fituation of thefe abodes is fo very aerial, 
that they feem almoft inacceffible to every 
animal that has not wings, as well as to rats. 

The road led us at length to the fummit, 
which is level, and ^covered with pines for 
feveral miles. Having traverfed this, and 
defcended a little on the other fide, the lower 
Vallais opened to our view. Nothing can 
be imagined more Angularly picturefque: — 
It is of an oval form, about feven leagues in 
length, and one in breadth; furrouaded on 
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all fides by mountains of a ftupendous 
heightj the lower parts of which arc covered 
with very rich pafture. —The valley itfelf is 
fertile in the higheft degree: finely culti- 
vated, and divided into meadows^ gardens, 
and vineyards. The Rhone flows in beau- 
tiful mazes from the on« end to the other.— - 
Sion, the capital of th« Vailais, is iituatedon 
the upper extremity, and the town of Mar* 
ttgny on the lower , many villages and de« 
tached houfes appearing air Over the valley 
between them. The profpe<Sl we had now 
under our eye formed a ftriking and agreeable 
contraft with the fcenes We had juft left. 
The diftance from this point to Martigny, 
which (lands near the bottom of the moun- 
tain, is about fix miles. There is one con* 
tinued defcent the whole way, which is 
rendered eafy by the roads being thrown 
into a xig-zag dire6lion. 

After the rugged paths we had been 
accuftomed to, it was, comparatively fpeak- 
ing, reft, to walk down this mountain.-— 
We arrived at Martigny refrefhed, and in 
high fpirits. 
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LETTER XXVm. 



JjuRiNG our journey over the moun-« 
tains which encircle the lower Vallais, 1 
had often felt an inclination to enter foine 
of the peafants' houfes, that I might be at 
^vltnefs of the dofneftic cecoftomy of a 
people which Roafleaa has fo deiightfiill]^ 

defcribed. 

t 

. Had I beeb alone^ or with a fingle com* 
paniun, I fhouM have pledged them 111)6^ 
rally» and made a temporary facnficc of my ^ 
reafon to the Penates of thofe happy moun^ 
taineers 2 for, according to him, this is the! 
only payment they will receive for theif 
entertainment J but our company was by 
far too numefou9y and would have put tl^eir 
hofpitaltty to too fevere a triaL 

After a night's refrefhment at Martigny, ' 
we looked with fome degree of impatience 
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for the cabriolets, which had been ordered 
to meet us there. We all talked with rap« 
ture of the fublime fcencs from which we 
had defcended ; yet nobody regretted that the 
reft of the journey was to be performed on 
plain ground. The cabriolets arriving the 
fame forenoon, we fet out by xhtemboucburff 
, which leads to St. Maurice. 

That immenfe rampart of monntaSds 
which furrounds the Vallais at every other 
part, is cut through here, which renders that 
country acceffible to the inhabitants of the 
canton of Bern. This opening ttas the ap- 
pearance of a vad and magnificent avenue, 
on each^fide of which a row of lofty moun- 
tains are placed, inftead of trees. It is 
fome leagues in length. The< ground is 
exceedingly fertile, and perfeftly level : yet 
if an attack were fufpefted, this pafs could 
be eafily defended. by batteries at the bot- 
tom of the mountains on each fide. Be« 
fides a river of confiderable depth flows 
along, fometimes on the one fide and fome* 
times on the other -, and, by contimially crot 
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fmg the plain, fccms to forbid all hoftilc en- 
croachments. 

This little fpot, the country of llie Val- 
laifans, which comprehends the valley above 
defcribed, the mountains that farround it, 
and ftretch on one fide all the way to the 
lake^ including three or four towns and many 
villages, is a diAriA, governed by its own 
laws and magiftrates, in alliance with, but 
independent of the Swifs cantons, or any 
other power. The religion is popery, and 
the form of government democratic. —- It 
feems to have been imagined by Nature as a 
laft afylum for that divinity, without whofe 
influence all her other gifts are of fmail value. 
Should the rapacious hand of defpotifm ever 
cru(h the rights of mankind, and overturn 
the altars of Freedom, in every other 
country in Europe, a chofen people may 
here prefer ve the true worfhip, and fliarc 
her regard with the provinces beyond the 
Atlantic. 

In the middle of the 'opening above men- 
tioned, about four leagues from Martigny, 
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between two high mountains, and at the 
fide of the Rhone, is fituated the h'ttle town 
of St. Maarice, which guards this entrance 
into the lower Vallais. 

Havtng paffed a bridge at this town, 
which divides the country of the Vallaifans 
from the canton of Bern, we proceeded to 
Bfex, a viHage remarkable for its delight- 
ful fituation, and for the falt-works which 
are near it. After dinner, we vifited thcfe. 
We entered the hrgeft faline by a paflage 
cut out of the folid rock, of a fufficient 
height and breadth to allow a nian to walk 
with cafe. 

Travellers who have the curiofity to ex- 
plore thefe gloomy abodes, are previoufly 
furniihed with lighted lamps or torches,, and 
diefied in a coarfe habit, to defend them from 
the flimy drippings which fall fi^om the roof 
and fides of the paflage. 

Upon arriving at the refer voir of fait wa- 
ter, which is- abotit three quarters of a mile 
from the entrance, I was feized with a naufea, 
fiom the difegrccaWc linell of thQ place, and 
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returned with all poflible expedition to the 
open air, leaving my companion$ to pufh 
their refe^rcbes as far as they pleafed. They 
remained a confiderable tlme^ after me. 
What fatis(a£tipn they received within, I 
iball not take upon me to determine ; bat 
J never faw a fet of people make a more 
melancholy cj^it ; — - with their greafy 
frpcks, their torches, their fmoky, woe- be* 
gone countenances, they put me in mind 
of a procef&on of condemned heretics, 
walking to the flamesi at an Auto de Fi at 
Lilbon, 

Having recovered their looks and fpirits 
at the inn at Bex, they aflured me, that the 
cgrioiities they had feen during their fub- 
terraneous progrefs, particuhirly after my . 
feceffion, were more worthy of obfcrvation 
than any thing we had met with fince we 
had left Geneva ; and they all advifed me, 
with affeAed ferioufnefs, to return and com- 
plete the interefting vifit virhich I had lefs 
unfiniflxed, 
Next morning oar company divided, the 



puke of Hamilton and Mr. Grenvilie 
chufing to return by Vevajr and Laufanae, 
Mr. Upton, Mr. Kennedy, and myrelf». 
went by the other fide of the lake of Geneva. 
They took with them the two chaifcs, and 
we proceeded on horfeback, our road no 
admitting of wheel carriages. 

We left Bex early in the morning, paf« 
' ilng through Aigle, a thriving little town, 
whofe houfes are built of a white marble 
found in the n6ighbourhood."--»The id(^as 
of gloom and wretchednefs, as Well as of 
xpagniBcefice, h;id fomehow been linked 
jn ray mind with this fubftance.— I don't 
know whether this is owing to its being 
ufed in tombs and monuments ;-ror to my 
having obferved, that the houfes moft 
profufely ornamented by it are fo often 
the manfions of dulnefs and dikontent,''*^^ 
Whatever gave rife to this conne(ftion of 
ideas, the appearance of the inhabitants of 
Aigle was well calculated to .cure me of the 
prejudice ; for although th« meaneft houfei 
in this popr little town are built of marble, 
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yet in the couife of my life I never beheld 
kfi care and nic»re (atisfa<3ion in the coun* 
tenances of any fet of people. An appearance 
of eafe and content prevails not only here, 
hvX all over Switzerland.' 

A little beyond Atgle, we cro&d the 
Rhone in boats. It is broader at this ferry, ( 
than vHicre it flows from the lake of Geneva. . 
As loon as we arrived on the other fid^, we 
wereagaun in the dominions of die VallaiTans, 
which extend on this fide all the way to the ^ 
lake. 

We had a delightfal ride to St. Gingo, 
where we dined, and remained feveral 
hours to refrefh our horfes. -Though it 
was Sonday, there was a fair at this town , 
to which fudi a concourfe of people had 
refoitcd from the Pays de Vallais, the 
caotoo of Bern, and from Savoy, that we 
coaid not without difficulty find a room to 
dine in. 

The drefs of the young Vallaifannes is 
remarkably piAiiref(!)tte. A little filk hat, 
fixed QD one fide of the head, from which 

a bunch 
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a bunch of ribbons hangs neglrgently, with 
.a jacket very advantageoas to the fhape, 
gives them a fmart air, and is upon the 
whole more becoming than the drefs of the 
common people in any country I have yet 
feen. ' 

A little beyond St. Gingo we entered the 
dukedom of Savoy. The road is here cat 
out of the lofty rocks which rife from the 
hike of Geneva. It mud be pafled with 
cautioit, being exceedingly narrow, and no 
fence to prevent the traveller from falling 
over a very high precipice into the lake, in 
cafe his horfe fhould ftart to one fide.. 

At fome places this narrow road is ren- 
dered ftill more dangerous by fragments 
which have .fallen from the mountains 
above, and have impaired and almoft de* 
ftroyed the path. At thofe places we were 
obliged to difmount, and lead our horfes, 
with great attention,- over rubbifh and 
broken rocks, till we gained thofe parts of 
the road which were entire. 

The fight o( MeilleriQ brought to my 

VOL. u * K 
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remembrance the charming letters of Rouf* 
leau's two lovers. This recolIe<flion filled 
me with a pleaiing enthufiafm. . I fought 
With my eyes, and imagined I difcovered 
the identical place where St Preux fat with 
his tdefcope to view the habitation of his 
beloved Julia.-'^I graced in my imagination 
bis route^ when he fprung from rock to 
rock after one of her letters, which a fudden 
guft of wind had fnatched from his hands.— ^ 
I marked the point at which the two lovers 
embarked to return to Clarence, after an 
evening vifit to thofe very rocks,-— whea 
St. Preux, agonized with tender recolle£tions, 
and diftraiSled with defpair, was tempted to 
feize his miftrefs, then the wife of another, 
and precipitate himfelf along with her, from 
the boat headlong into the middle of the 
lake. 

Every circumftance of that pathetic ftory 
came frefli into my mind. I kk myfelf on 
a kind of claffic ground, and experienced 
that the eloquence of that inimitable writer 
had given me an intereft in the iandfcape 
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before my cyes^ beyond that which its own 
natural beauties could have effected. 

Having left the romantic rocks of MeiU 
lerie behind, we defcended to a fertile plain* 
almoft on a level with the lake, along which 
the road runs, flanked with rows of fine taU 
tTeesall the way to Evian, an agreeable little 
town, renowned for its mineral waters. Here 
we met with many of our Geneva acquain-* 
tances of both fexes, who had come, under 
preteiKe of drinking the waters, to an^ufe 
themfelves in this delightful retreat. 

We next proceeded to TonoB, a moH 
religious city, if we may judge by the 
number of churches and monafleries wbicli 
it contains. The number of inhabitants are 
calculated at (ix or feven thoufand, and 
every feventfa perfdn I Caw wore the unU 
form of fomc religious order. After this^ 
I was not greatly furprifed to perceive 
every fymptom of poverty among the lay 
inhabitants. 

Having befpoke fupper and beds at this 
place, we went and ^ifited^ the convent 
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of Carthufians at Ripaille, which is at a 
little diftance. 

It was here that a Duke of Savoy, after 
a fortunate reign, afTumed the chara6ler of 
a hermit, and lived with the fathers a life of 
piety and mortification, according tofome; 
of voluptuoufnefs and policy, according 
to others. What we are well afliired of is, 
that he was in a ihort time e!e6lcd Pop^, by 
the council of Bafil, which dignity he was 
obliged to relinquifh nine years after, having 
£rft made verv honourable conditions for 
himfelf. After this, he fpent the remainder 
of his life with the reputation of great fanftity 
at Ripaille. 

Had he been allowed to chufe any part 
of Europe for his retreat, he could not 
hav6 found one more agreeable than this 
which his own dominions furniflied. 

The fathers with great politenefs fhowed 
us their foreft, their gardens, their apart- 
ments, and a very elegant new chapel, which 
is juft finiftied. They then condufled us 
into the chamber where their fovcreign had 
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lived and died. They, talked much of his 
genius, his benevolence, and his fandlitjr. 
We heard them with every mark of acqui- 
eicenice, and returned to our inn, where 
tho* we certainly did no^ifaire RtpailUy I am 
convinced the fleas did : as Shakefpear's 
carrier fays, there was never a King in 
Chriftendom better bit than we were, 
through the whole night. We paid for 
our entertainment, fuch as it was, a very 
extravagant bill in the morning, and with- 
out grudging; for we confidered, that wc 
were to leave our hoft and his family 
amongd a fwarm of bIood-fuckers» ftiU 
more intolerable than fleas. 

We arrived the fame forenoon at Geneva, 
having finiftied a totir in which a greater 
variety of fublime and interefting objefils 
offer themfclves to the contemplation of 
the traveller, than can be found' in any 
other part of the globe of the fame extent. 

I am, &c. 
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Gentrt. 

1 AM not farprifcd that your enquiries of 
kte entirely regard the philofopher of Fcr^ 
»ey. This extraordinary perfon has con* 
trived to excite more curiofuy, and to 
retain the attention of Earope for a longer 
fpace of time, than any other man this age 
has produced, monarchs and heroes in« 

eluded. Even the moft trivial anecdote 

relating to him feem«, in fome degree, ta 
imereft the Public. 

Since I have been in this country, I 
have had frequent opportunities of con- 
verfing with him, and ftill more with thofe 
^bo have lived in intimacy with him for 
many years : fo that, whatever remarks I 
may fend you on this fubje(S, are founded 
cither on my own obfervationj^ or on that 



of the mofl: candid and intelligent of hit 
acquaintance. 

He has enemies and admirers here, as he 
has every where elfe ; and not unfrequenti/ . 
both united in the fame perfon. 

The firft idea which has prefented itfelf 
to all who have attempted a defcription of 
his perfon, is that of a ikeieton. Iii as far 
as this implies exceffive leannefs, it is juft ; 
but it muft be remembered, that this (ke- 
leton, this mere compofition of (kin and 
bone, has a look of more fpirit and viva* 
city, than is generally produced by flefh 
and blood, however blooming and youths 
ful. 

The moft piercing eyes I ever beheld 
arc thofe of Voltaire, now in his eightieth 
year. His whole countenance is exprcf- 
five of genius, obfervation, and extreme 
fenfibility. 

In the morning he has a look of anxiety 
and difcontent ; but this gradually wears 
off, and after dinner he feems cheerful ;— 
ycl an air of irony never entirely forfakcs 
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his fkcy but may always be obferved lurk*, 
ing in his features, whether he frowns or, 
linilcs. 

Whea the weather is favourable, he 
takes an airing in his coach, with his niece^ 
or with fome of his guefts, of whom there 
is always a fufficient number at Feraey. 
Sometimes he faumen in his garden ; or, if 
the weather does not permit him to go 
abroad, he employs his leifure hours ia. 
playing at chefs with Pere Adam ; or ia 
receiving the viiits <^ ftrangen, a continual 
fucceiEon of whom attend at Ferney ta 
catch an opportunity of feeing him ; or in. 
dilating and reading letters ; for. he fliU 
retains correfpondents in all the countries of 
Europe, who inform him of every remar^ 
kable occurrence, and fend him every new 
literary produ£lion as foon as it appears. 

By far the greater part of his time is 
fpent in his ftudy^ and whether he reads 
himfclf, or liftens to another, he always has 
a pen in his hand, to take notes, or mako 
remarks. 



Compodtion is his principal amulement. 
No author who writes for daily bread, no 
young poet ardent for diftinftiony is more 
arduous with his pen, or more anxioitf 
for fre{h fame, than the wealthy and ap- 
plauded Seigneur of Ferney. 

He lives in a very hofpitable manner, and 
takes care always to keep a good cook. He 
has generally two or three vifitors from Paris, 
who flay with him a month or-fix weeks at 
a time. "When they go, their places arie 
ibon fupplied; fo that there is a conAant 
rotation of fociety at Ferney. Thefe, witli 
Voltaire's own family, and his vifitors from 
Geneva, compofe a company of twelve or 
fourteen people, who dine daily at his table, 
whether he appears or not. For whfcn en- 
gaged in preparing Come new produftiofi for 
the prefs, indifpofed or m bad fpirits, he 
does not dine with the company ; but fati^- 
fies hirnfelf with feeing them for a few mi- 
nutes, either before or after dinner. 

All who bring recommendations from his 
friends, may depend upon being received. 
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if he be not really^ indifpofed. — He often 
prefcnts himfclf to the ftratigers, who at- 
femble almoU every afternoon in his anti- 
dbamber, akhough they bring no particular 
iccommendation. But fometimes they are 
obliged to retire without having their CU- 
jiefky gratified. 

As often as this happens^ he is fure of 
being accufed of pecvi/hnefi ;. and a tliotf- 
fend ill-natured' ftories are related, perhaps, 
invented,, out of revenge, bccaufe he is not 
in the humour of being exhibited like, a 
dancing bear on a holiday. It is much left; 
fiirpriling that he foroetimes refutes, than 
that be ihould comply fa often. In- him, 
this comp4aifance mufl? proceed folely from 
a defire to oblige ; for Voltaire has been 
(o long accuilemed- to admiration, that the 
'ftare of a few ftrangers cannot be fuppofed 
to afford him much^ pleafure. 

HiSr niece, Madame Denis, does the 
honours of the tabie, and- entertains the 
company, when her uncle is not able, or 
does not choofe to appear. She is.» vveM^ 



^iipofed woman, who behaves with good- 
humour ,to every body, and with uftremit- 
ting attention and tendcrnefs to her uncle. 

The forenoon is not d proper time to vifit 
Voltaire* He cannot bear to have hi^ 
hours of ftudy intenupted. This alone is 
fufficient to put him out of humour ; be- 
fides, he is them apt to be querulous, 
whetlier he fuffers by the infirmities of age, 
tr from fome accidental caufe of chagrin* 
Whatever is the reafon, he is lefs an opti-» 
mift at that part of the day than at any 
other. It was in the mornrng, probably, 
that he remarked,- ■ ■ " que c*<5toit dommage 
que ie quinquina fe trouvoit et> Amerique^ 
et la fi^vre en nos climats. 

Thofe who arc invited to fupper, have 
an opportunity of Teeing him m the moft 
advantageous point of view. He then e*-' 
erts, himfdf to entertain the company, znS 
fcetm as fond of fafying, what are calle J- 

good things, as ever : and when any 

lively^ remark or bon mot comes f om^ 
, aaother,. he is- equally delighted, and^paj^ 
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the fulfeft tribute of applaufe. -— *. The 
fpirit of mirth gains upon him by indal* 
gence. — When furrounded by his friends, 
and animated by the prefence of women, 
he feems to enjoy life with aH the fenfibi« 
lity of youth. His genius then f utmounts 
the reftraints of age and infirmity ^ and 
flo^vs along in a fine flrain of pleafing, fpt« 
rited obfervatton, and delicate irony. 

He has an exceiknt talent of adapting his 
converfation to his company. — The firft time 
the Duke of Hamilton waited on him» hv 
tamed the difcourfe on tlie ancitnt alliance 
between the French and Scotch nations.— 
Reciting the circumftance of one of his 
Grace's predeceflbrs having accompanied 
Mary Queen of Scots, whofe heir he at 
that time was, to the tourt of France,— 
he fpoke of the heroic characters of his 
anceftors, the ancient Earls of .Douglas—* 
of the great literary reputation of fome pf 
his countrymen, then living ; and men^ 
tioiied the names of Hume and Robertfon 
in terms of high approbation. 



A ihort time afterwards, he was vifited 
by two Ruffian noblemen, who are now at 
Geneva. Voltaire talked to tliem a great 
deal ^of their Emprefs, and the fiouri(hing 
ftate of the^r country.-— -Formerly, faid 
he, your countrymen were guided by ig* 
norant pr'iefts, — • the arts were unknown, 
and your lands lay wafte ; but now the 
arts flourifh, and the lands are cultivated.*-* 
One of the young men replied. That there 
was ftill a great .proportion of barren land 
in Ruffia. — At leaft, faid Vdltaire, you 
xnuft admit, that of late your country has 
been very Jenile in laurels, 

Hisdiflike to the clergy is well known.-— 
This leads him to join in a very trite topic 
ofabufe with people who have no prcteh- 
fion to that degree of wit which alotve 
could make their railings tolerable. — ^The 
converfation happening to turn into this 
channel, one perfon. faid, If you fubtradl 
pride from priefls nothing will remain. — 
Vous compter done, Monfieur, la gour-. 
mandifc pour rien, faid Voltaire, 
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He approves much more of Marmonterf 
Art of Poetry, than of any poems of that 
aothor's compoiitiCR). Speaking of thefe, 
he fald that Marmontel, like MoTes, could 
guide others to the Holy- Land, though he 
was not allowed to enter it himfelf.* 

Voltaire's unbecoming allufions to the 
Sacred Writings, and his attempts to turn 
itfto ridicule fome of the moft venerable 
charadlers mentioned in them> are no^ 
torious* 

A certain perfon, who ftanMncred* very 
ni&ch, found means to get himfelf intro- 
duced at Ferney. He had no other re*- 

* The fsaat allufionv though probab^ 
Voltaire did not know it, was long fince made 
by Cowley- 
Bacon like Mofes led us forth at lafti. 
The barren wilderneis he paft', 
Did on the veiy border fland 
Of the bled promifed land,. 
And from the mountain top of bis exalted wit 
Saw it himfelf, and fliew'd us it.. 



cammendation than the praifea he very 

liberally bellowed on himfelf. Whea 

he left the roam Voltaire faid^ be fuppofed 
him to be an avanturler, un unpofleur. — - 
Madame Denis faid, Impoftors never ftanv- 
mcr : — To which Voltaire replied — ^Moife^ 
Jie begayoit-il pas i 

You mufl have heard of the animofity 
which has long fubfided between Voitairis 
and Freron^ the Journalifty at Paris. The 
former was walking one day in his garden 
with a gentleman from Genetra.. A toad 
crawled acrofs4be road before them : — ^The 
gentleman, to pleafe Voltaire, £aiJ, points 
ing at the toad,— There is a Freron* What 
can that poor animal have done to youy 
replied the Wit, to deferve fuch a name? 

He compared the Britifh nation to a hog- 
(head of their own ftrong beer ; the top* 
of which is frothy the bottom dregs,, the 
middle excellent. 

A friend of Vohaire^s having rccom>- 
nMnded to his perufal a particular fyftem of 
metaphyfics, fgpported by a train, of rcaforjr 
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ings, by which the author difplayed his own 
ingenuity and addrefs, without convincing 
the mind of the reader, or proving any thing 
befidcs his own eloquence and fophiftry, 
afkcd, fome time after, the critic's opinion of 
this performance. 

Metaphyfical writers, replied Voltaire, 
are like minuet-dancers; who being dreffed 
to the greateft advantage, make a couple of 
bows, move through the room in the fineft 
attitudes, difplay all their graces, arc. in con* 
tinual motion without advancing a ftep, 
and finiih at the identical point from which 
they fet out. Pferhaps he borrowed this 
thought from tlie following lines in Pope's 
Dunciad ; 

Or fet on metaphyfic ground to prance. 
Show all his paces, not a (lep advance. 

This, I hope, will fatisfy you for the pre* 
fent; in myDext, I Jfhall fend you what far* 
tfaer particulars I think worth your notice 
concerning this lingular man.-— Mean whitei 
I am, &c. 
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LETTER XXX. 



Genet «• 
C^onfuier^d as a mafter, Voltaire appears 
in a very amiable lighu He is affable» 
humane, and generous to his tenants and 
dependants. He loves to fee them profper i 
and takes part in their private and domefti^ 
concerns with the attention of a patriarch; 
*-»He promotes induftry and manufa£iures 
among them, by every means he can devife ; 
by his care and patronage alone, Ferney, 
from a vrrctched village, v^hofe inhabitants 
were funk in floth and poverty, is be- 
come a flodrifhing and commodious iittle 
town. 

That acrimony, which appears in fome of 
Voltaire's works, feems to be excited only 
aga&ift rival wits, and contemporary wri- 
ters, who refufe him that diftinguiflie4 
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place on ParnalTus, to which his talents en* 
title him. 

If he has been the author of ferere fatii e, 
he has alfo been the objeA of a great deah 
Who has been the aggrcffori it would be 
di£Bcult to determine *, but it muft be con- 
feffed, that where he has not been irritated 
as a writer, he appears a good-humoured 
man ; and, tn particular inftances, difplays a 
true philanthropy. —The whole of his con- 
da£t refpeAing the Calas family ; — ^his pro* 
tedion of the Sirvens, his patronage of the 
young lady defcended from Corneille, and 
many examples, which might be meotionedt 
are all of this nature. 

Some people will tell you, that all the 
buftle he made, on thefe, and (Imiliar occa« 
fions, proceeded from vanity ; but, in my 
mind, the man who takes pains to juAify 
oppreiled innocence, to roafe the indigna^ 
tion of mankind againft cruelty, and to re« 
lieve indigent merit, is in reality benevo- 
lent, however vain he may be of fuch 
ii&ions.'*-~--Such a man is nnqueftionably 



a more ufeful member o$ fociety, than the 
humbleft monk, who has no other plan in 
life, than the working out his own falvatioji 
in a corner. 

YoUalre*8 criticifmi on the writings of 
Shakefpear do him no honour ; they betray 
an ignorance of the author, whofe works he 
fo rafhiy condemns. Shakefpear's irregula- 
Titles,, and his difregard for the unities of the 
drama, are obvious to the dulled of modern 
critics; but Voltaire's national prejudices, 
and his imperfeA knowledge of the lan« 
guage, render him blind to fome of the moft 
ihining beauties of the Englifh Poet ; his 
remarks, however, though not always can- 
did nor delicate, are for the moft past 
lively. 

One evening, at Ferney, the converfation 
happening to turn on the genius of Shake- 
fpear, Voltaire expatiated on the impropriety 
and abfurdity of introducing low chara£lers 
.and vulgar dialogue into Tragedy ; and gave 
many inftances of the Englifli bard*s having 
offended. in that particular, even in his nioft 
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pathetic plays. A gentleman of the com- 
pany, who is a great admirer of Shakefpeaf, 
obferved) by way of palliation, that though 
thofe charafikers were low, yet they were na- 
tural (dans la nature was his cxpreffiop): 
Avec permiffion, Monfieur, replied Voltaire, 
mon cul eft bien dans la nature, et cependant 
je porte des cuiotres. 

Voltaire had formerly a little theatre at 
his own houfe, where dramatic pieces were 
reprcfentcd by fome of the fociety who 
vifited there, he himfelf generally taking 
fome important charafter ; but by all ac- 
counts this was not his fort, nature having 
fitted him for conceiving the fentiments, 
but not reprefenting the ad^ions of a hero. 

Mr. Cramer, of Geneva, fometimes affifted 

upon thefe occafions. 1 have often feen 

that gentleman a£t at a private theatre in 
that city with deferved appfaufe. Very few 
of ihofe who have made afting the ftudy and 
budnefs of their lives, could have reprefented 
the chara(^ers in which he appeared, with 
more judgment and energy. 



The celebrated Clairon hcrfclf has been 
proud to tread Voltaire's domeftic theatre, 
and to difplay at once his genius and her 
own. 

Thefe dramatic entertainments at Fcr- 
ney, to which many of the inhabitants of 
Geneva were, ffom time to time, invited, 
in all probability increafed their defire for 
fuch amufements, and gave the hint to a 
company of French comedians, to come 
every fummer to the neighbourhood. 

As the Syndics and Council did not 
judge it proper to licence their afting, this 
company have eredled a theatre at Chate* 
laine, which is on the French fide of the 
ideal line which feparates that kingdom from 
the territories of the republic, and about 
three miles from the ramparts of Geneva. 

People come occafionally from Savoy 
and Switzerland to attend thefe reprefenta- 
tions; but the company on which the 
a€lors chiefly depend, are the citizens of 
Geneva. The play begins at three or fout; 
in the afternoon, that the fpcftators may 
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hiaire time to return before the Shutting of 
the gates. 

I have been frequently at this theatre. 
Th€ performers are moderately good. The 
admired Le Kain, who is now at Ferncy on 
a vifit to Voltaire, fometimes exhibits:—' 
but when I go^ my chief inducement is to 
fee Voltaire, who generally attends when 
Le Kain ai^s, and when one of his own 
tragedies is to be reprefentcd. 

He fits on the ftage, and behind the 
fcenes ; but fo as to be feen by a great part 
of the audience. He takes as much intereft 
in the reprefentation, as if his own charafter 
depended on the performance. He feeins 
perfe<£Hy chagrined and difgufted when any 
of the a&ors commit a miftake ; and when 
be thinks they perform well, never fails to 
mark his approbation with all the violence 
of voice and gefture. 

He enters into the feigned dlftreffes of the 
piece with every fymptom of real emotioHf. 
and even fhcds tears with the profufion 
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of a girl pl-efent for the firft time at a 
tragedy. 

I have fometimes fat near him daring 
the whole cnteriaincnent, obicrving with 
aftoniChment fuch a degree of fenfibility in 
a man of eighty. This great age, one would 
naturally believei might have confiderably 
blunted every fenfation, particularly thofe 
occaiioned by the fictitious diftreiles of the 
drama, to which he has been habituated from 
his youth. 

The piece reprefented having^ been written 
by himfelf, is another circumftance which, 
in my opinion, ihould naturally tend to 
prevent their efFedl on him. "Some people 
indeed aflert that this, (o far from diminifh- 
ing, is the real caufe of all his fenfibility ; 
and they urge, as a proof of this aiTertion, 
that he attends the theatre only when fooie 
©f his own pieces are to be a6led. 

That he fhould be better pleafed to fee 
his own tragedies reprefented than any 
others, it natural ; but I do hot readily 
csomprehend, how he can be more eafily 
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moved and deceived, by diftrcfles which 
he himfelf invented. Yet this degree of 
deception feeins neceflary to make a man 
{bed tears. While thefe tears are flowing, ho 
muft believe thfi woes he weeps are real : he 
muft have beenfo far deceived by the cunning 
of the fcene, as to have forgot that he was ia 
a playhoufe. The moment he recollei^ that 
the whole is fidtion, his fympathy and tears 
fnufl ceafe. 

I {liouldbe glad, however, to fee Voltaire 
prefeQt at the reprefentation of fome of 
Corneille or Racine's tragedies, that I 
might obfervc whether he would difcover 
more or lefs fenfibility than He has done 
at his own. We (hould then be able ta 
afcerta'm this carious^ difputed point, whether 
this fympat)iy regarded the piece or the 
author. 

Happy, if this extraordinary man had 
confined his genios to its native home, to the 
walks which the mufes love, and where he 
has always been received with didlnguifhed 
i^onour, and that ho hid never deviated from 

thefc; 



thcfe, into the thorny paths of controvcrfy 1 
*or while he attacked the tyrants «nd op- 
prefibrs of mankind, and thofe wholiave per- 
verted the benevolent nature of Chriftianity 
to the moft ielfiik and malignant purpofes, 
it is for ever to be regretted, that he allowed 
the ihafts of his ridicule to. glance upon the 
C!hriiHan religion itfeif. 

By perfevering in this, he has not only 
{hocked the pkms, but even difgufted tnfidelsy- 
wboaccttfe kim of borrowing from htmretf, 
and 'repeating the &me argument iii various 
publications ; and feem as tired of the ftale 
foeer agiinft the Cfariftian do&rin&j as of 
the dttUeft tod moft tedious (ermaas in 
fapport of tbem. 

Vohanre's behaviour during fickne^ has 
been reprefented in very oppoiice lights. I 
have heard much of bis great contrition and 
repentance^ when he had reafon to believe 
his end approaching. Thefe fiories, had they 
^been true, would have proved, that bis infi- 
delity wss affeAation, and that he was a 
believer and Cfariiliaa in his heart. 

VOL. I. h 
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I own I could never give any credit t0 
foch reports; for though I have frequently 
met with vain young men, who have given 
themfelves airs of free* thinking, while in 
reality they were even fuperftliious, yet I 
never could underftand what a man like 
Voltaire, or any man of common under- 
ftanding, could propofe to himfelf byvfuch 
abfurd afl^£lation. To pretend to defpife 
what we really revere, and to treat as human 
what we believe to be divine, is certainly, 
of all kinds of hypocrify, the mod unpar- 
donable. 

I was at fome pains to afcertain this 
matter ; and I have been afiii^ed, by thofe 
who have lived during many years in 
iaihiliarity with him, that all thefe ftories 
are without foundation. Tliey declared, 
that although he was unwilling to quit the 
enjoyment of life, and ufed the means of 
preferving liealth, he feemed no way afraid of 
the confequences of dying. That he never 
difcovered, either in health or (icknefs, any 
remorfe for the works imputed, to hini' 
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againft the Chriftian religion.— That, on 
the contrary, he was blinded to fuch a degree, 
as to exprefs imeaiinefs at the thoughts 
of dying before fome of them, in which 
he was at that time engaged, were finiflied. 
. Though this condudi is not to be juftified 
upon anjr fuppoiitioji, yet there is more 
conlitlency, and, in my opinion, Ie(s wicked-^ 
nefs in i^, if we admit the account which 
his friends give, than there would be in his 
writing at once againft the eftabliihed opi- 
nions of mankind, the conviAion of his owtt 
confciencq^and the infpirations of the Deity,- 
merely to acquire the applaufe of a few 
nuftaken infidels. 

However erroneous he may have been, 
I cannot fufpeft him of fuch abfurdity. On 
the contrary, I imagine, that at;foon as he i^ 
convinced of the truths o£Obfiitianily,.he 
will openly avow his opinion, in health as in 
fickncfs, uniformly, to his laft moment 
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LETTER XXXI. 



XN obedience to yoia- requeft, I {haU 
give you my opinion freely with regard t« 

Lord 's {cheme of fending bis two torn 

to be educated at Geneva^ 

The eUeft, if I remember rig^, Vs not 
more than mne years of s^e ; and d^iey have 
^vanced no farther in their education than 
bring able to read Cngliih. tolerably well 
His Lordfhip's idea is, th^ wben they fhaU 
have acquired a perfe^ knowledge of the 
French language* they may be taught X^o 
diroQgfa At medium of that langus^^ and 
purfue any odier ftudy thai may be thongbt 
proper. 

I ha¥e attended to his LordChip*& objec 
tions againft the public fchook in England, 
and after due confideration, and weighing 
every cu-cumftance, I remain of opinion. 



that no country bat Great Britain is proper 
for the education of a Britifli fubjciSl, who 
propofes to paf& his Itie in his own country. 
The mod: important point, in my mind, 
to be fecured in the education of a young 
man of rank of our country, is to make him 
an Eng^iihman ; and this can be done no 
where To effe(£bally as in England. 

He will there acquire thofe fentiments, 
diat particular tafte and tarn of mind, which 
will make him prefer the government, 
and reliih the manners, the diverftons, and 
general way of living, which prevail in 
£nglaml. 

He will there acquire that chara&er, 
which diflinguiflics Engliflimen from the ^ 
natives of all the other countries of Europe, 
and which, once attained, however it piay 
be afterwards embelliflied or ef orraed, can 
never be entirely effaced. 

If it could be proved, that this charader 
is not the mod amiable, it doei not follow 
that it is not the mod expedient. It is fuf- 
ficient^ that it is upon the whole moft ap- 
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proved of in England. For I hold it as in- 
difpiitable, that the good opinion of a man's 
countrymen is of more .'importance to him 
than that of all the reft of mankind : Indeed, 
without the firft, he very rarely can enjoy 
the fecond. ' 

It is thought, that by an early foreign edu- 
cation, all ridiculous Engiiih prejudices wiU 
be avoided. This may be true ; — but other 
prejudices, perhaps * as ridiculous, and much 
more detrimental, will be formed. The firft 
icannot be attended with many incorive- 
iiieneies-, the fecond^ may render.the.f oung 
jpeople unhappy in their own country wheii 
they return, and difagredable to their coun- 
trymen all the reft of their lives. 

It is Irue, that the French manners are 
adopted in almoft every countty of Europe ; 
they prevail all over Germany and the nor- 
thern courts. They are gaining ground, 
though with a flower pace, in Spain, and in 
the Italian States. — This is not the cafe in 
England. — The Englifli manners are uni- 
vcrfal in the provinces, prevail in* the capital. 
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and are to be found un con laminated even at 
court. 

In all the countries above mentioned, the 
body of the people behold this preference to 
foreiga manners with difguft. But in all 
thofe countries, the fentiments of the people 
-are difregarded ; whereas, in England, po- 
pularity is of real importance ; and the higher 
a man's rank is, the more he will feel the 
lofs of it. 

Bcfides, a prejudice againft French man- 
ners is not confined to th« lower ranks in 
England : — It is flifFufed over the whole na- 
tion. Even thofe who have none of the 
ufual prejudices;— who do all manner of 
juftice to the talents and ingenuity of their 
neighbours ; — ^who approve of French man- 
ners in French people; yet cannot fufFer 
them when grafted on their countrymen. 
Should an Englifli gentleman think this 
kind of grafting at all admiiSble, it will be 
in fome of the lowcft claffes with whom he 
is connefked, as his tailor, barber, valet- 
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de-chambre, or cook ; — but never in hi* 
friend. 

I can fcarcely remember an indance ol'-an- 
Englifiiman of faihion, who has evinced in 
his drefs or ftyle of living a preference to* 
French manners, who did not lofe by it in 
the opinion of his countrymen. 

What I have faid' of French manners ti. 
applicable to foreign manners in general^, 
which are all in fome degree French, and the 
particular difFerences are not diftinguifhedr 
by the Englifh. 

Tlie fcntimcnts of the citixens of Geifeva* 
arc more analogous in many refpeftt to the 
turn of thinking in England, than to the- 
general opinions in France. Yet a Gene- 
vois in London will univexfally pafs for a. 
Frenchman. > 

An Englifhboy, fent to Geneva at an< 
early period of life, and remaining there fix 
or feven years, if his parents be not along 
with him, will probably, in the eyes of the 
Englifli, appear a kind of Frenchman all 
his life, after. This is an incovenicnce 
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wbich ought to be avoided with the greateft 
attention. 

With regard to the objedtions againd 
public fchoolsy they are^ in many refpeft^, 
applicable to thofe of every country* Bat I 
freely own, they never appeared to me fuf- 
ficienf to overbalance the advantages which 
attend that method of education; particu- ' 
culariy as it is conducted in Engliih public 
fcbbois. 

I have perceived a certain hardihood and 

.manliirefs of charafter in boys who- have 

had a public education, fuperior to whfit 

appear^ in thofe of the fame age educated 

privately. 

At a public firhooli though a general- at- 
teution is paid to the whole, in many pavti- 
ticulars each boy \s neceiEtated to decide and 
a<St for himfelf. His reputation afmbog 
bis companions dtpcnit folely on his own 
condud. This gradually flfcngthens the 
mind» inipires firmnefs and dccifion, and* 
prevents that wavering imbecility obfervaWe 
in thofe who , have been accuftoiaed . to 

L * 
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rely upon the affiftance and opinion ef 
others. 

The original: im^preifions which fink into 
the heart and mind, and form the ^arae- 
tcr, never changc.-^The ohje<£ls of our at- 
tention vary in the difierent periods of life. 
—This is fometimes miflaken for a change 
of chzntSttTy which in reality remains ef- 
fentialiy the fame. — He who is referved^ 
deceitful, cruel, or avaricious, when a boy; 
will not, in any future period of Ufe, be- 
come open, faithful, compaffionate, or ge- 
nerous. 

The young mind has, at a public fchooi^ 
the beft chance of receiving thofe fentimems 
which incline the heart to friendibip^ and 
cor reft {dMnnck. They are drawn in by 
obfeTvatton, wbich is in&nitely more power- 
ful than precept. 

A boy perceives that courage, gencro- 
lity, gratitude^ command the efteem. and 
applamfe of all his coBipanions. . H6 chc-* 
rifiies thefe qualities in his own breaft, and 
endeavours to coaaed hiMeif in friendihiip 



with thofe who poffefs them. — He fees that 
meannefs of fpirit, ingratitude, and per- 
fidy, are the objedls of deteftation. — He 
(hans the boys who difplay any indications 
of thcfe odious qualities; What is the ob- 
je£l of applaufe or contempt to his fchool- 
fellows, he will endeavour to graft into, or 
eradicate from, his own charafier, with tea 
thoufand times more eagernefs thati that 
which was applaqded and cen fared by his 
tutor or parents. 

The admonitions of thefe laft have pro- 
bably loft their eflFeft by ffcqtfent repeti- 
tion ; or he may imagine their maxims are 
only applicable to a former age, and to 
manners which arc obfolete. — Bat he feels 
the fentiments of bis companions aflFe6l hia 
reputation and fame in the moft fenfible 
manner* 

In all the countries of Europe, England 
excepted, fuch a deference is paid to boys 
of rank at the public fchooJs, that emula-* 
tion, the chief fpur to diligence, is greatly 
blunted.— *The boys in the middle rank of 
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life are deprefled by the infolence of their 
titled companions^ which they are not aJ- 

Jowed toc<»'re& or retaliate. This has. 

the worft tSkOt on the minds of both, by. 
rendering tfaefe oiore Lnfolent^ and tbofe 
more abjc£i; 

The public fchools in England difdatn^^ 
this noean partiality ;. and are, on that ac- 
county peculiaiiy useful ta boys of high: 
rank and^greatiortane^ Thefe young, people 
are exceedingly apt to imbibe falfe ideaa. 

. of their own importance, which in thofe 
impartial feminaries will be perfe^Iy. afcer- 
tained) and the real merit of- the youths, 
weighed in j^xda icales than are generally, 
to be found in a parent's hoult^. 

The yoang peer will be taught by the 

. mafters^ and ftill more eflfc^ually b^- his 
comrades, this nioft ufeful of all JeifonS) — 
to expeift diftindlion and- efteem from per- 
ibnal qualities^^ only ; becaAikfe no other carv 
make him eftimable, or even fevc him-from 
contempt*— *— He will fee a dunce of high, 
rahk. flogged with as iiule cerenaony as tbe^^ 



fen of a tailor ; and the richeft coward 
kicked about by his companions equally 
^ith the pooreft poltroon. — He will find 
that diitgenGc, genius, and fpirit, are the 
true fources of fapeponty and applaufe,. 
both within and without the fcbool. 

The adive principle of emulation when- 
allowed full play,' as- in the chief fchools in 
England, operates in variotrs ways, and al- 
ways with a good effeft. If a boy finds 

that he falls beneath his companions in 
literary merit, he will endeavour to excel 
them in intrepidity, or fome other accom- 

pliftiment. If he be brought to difgrace 

for neglefting his cxercife, he will try tO' 
feve himfelf from contempt by the firmnefs 
with which he bears his puniflmient.. 

The liftleffncfs and Indolence to be found 
fo frequently among our young people of", 
rank, are not to be imputed to their edu- 
cation at a public fchool, which in reality 
has the greateft tendency to counteraft. 
thefe habits, and often doea fo, and gives an 
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energy to the mind which remains through 
life. 

Thofe wretched qaalities creep on after- 
wards, when the youths become their own 
tnafters, and have enfeebled their minds by 
indulging in all the pleafures which fortune 
puts in their power, and luxury prefents. 

Upon the whole, lam clearly of opinion, 
that the earlieft period of every Engli/h- 
man's education, during which the mind 
receives the moft lafting impreflionsi ought 
to he in England. 

If, however, the opinion of relations, or 
any peculiarity in fituation, prevents his 
being educated at home, Geneva Ihould be 
preferred to any other place. Or if, by 
fome negkA, either of his own or his 
parents, a young Englifh gentleman of for- 
tune has allowed the firft years of youth 
to fly unimproved, and has attained the age 
of feventeen or eighteen with Y\tK\ti literary 
knowledge, 1 know no place where he may 
have a better chance of recovering what he 
has loft than in this city. He may have.ss 
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choice of men of eminence, in every branch 
of literatare, to aflift ban in his ftudies, a 
great proportion of whom are men of ge- 
nius, and as amiable in their manners as 
they are eminent in their particular pro- 
feflions. 

He will have conftant opportunities of 
being in company with very ingenious 
people, whofe thoughts and converfation 
turn upon literary fubje£ls. In fuch fo* 
ciety, a young man will feel the neceffity of • 
fomc degree*of ftudy. This will graduajly 
form a tafte for knowledge, which may 
remain through life. 

It- may alfo be numbered among the ad- 
vantages of this place, that there are few 
objedls of diiEpation, and hardly any 
fources of amutement, be&des thofe derived 
from the natural beauties of the country, 
and frbm an intimacy with a people by 
whofe converfation a young man can fcarce 
fail to improve. 

P. S. An Englifb nobleman and his lady 
having taken the refolution of educating 
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their Ton at Geneva, attended him hither,, 
and have eflFeftually prevented the incon- 
veniencies above mentioned, by remaining; 
with him for feven or eight years. 

Tlie hofpitality, generofity, and bene- 
volent difpofitions of this family had ac- 
quired them the higheft degree of popula- 
rity. I faw them Jcave the pla^e. Their 
carriage could with difficulty move through 
the mohitude, who were aiTembled in the 

ftreets. Numbers of the poorer fort, who 

bad been relieved by their fecret charity^ 
unable longer to obey the injunftions of 
their benefaflors, proclaimed their gratitude^ 
aloud. 

The young gentleman was obliged to 
come ott't again and again to his old friends 
and companions^ v/ho preffed around the 
Goarh to bid him farewell and exprefs their 
ibrrow for his departure, and theipwiihes 
for his profperity. The eyes of the parents 
overflowed with tears of happinefs j and the 
whole family carried along with them the 
affefiiohs of the greater part, and tlie efteem 
of all the citizens. 
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Gencrrt. 

Suicide is very frequent ai Geneva. I 
am told this has been the cafe ever fince 
the oldeft people in the republic can re- 
member ; and there is reafon to believe,. 
Aat it happens oftener here, in proportion 
to the number of inhabitants, than in Eng- 
hnd, or any other country of^Europe. 

The multiplicity of inflances which has 
occurred iince I have been here is aftonifh-^ 
ing. Two that have happened very lately 
are remarkable for the peculiar circum- 
ftances which accompanied them. 

The firft was occafion^d by. a fudden and 
unaccountable fit of defpair, which feized 
the fon of one of the wealthicft and moft 
rcfpefbble citizens of the republic. This 
young gentleman had, in appearance, every 
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reafon to be fatisfied with his lot. He was 
handfome, and in the vigour of youth, 
married to a woman of an excellent cha« 
ra£ler, who had brought him a great for- 
tune, and by whom he was the father of a 
fine child. In the midft of all thefe bleffings, 
furrounded by every thing which could in- 
fpire a man with an attachment to life, 
lie felt it infupportable, and without any 
obvious caufe of chagrin, determined to 
deftroy himfelf. 

Having pafled fome hours with his mo- 
ther, a moft valuable woman, and with his 
wife and child, he left them in apparent 
good humour, went into another room, ap- 
plied the muzzle of a muiket to his fore- 
head, thruft back the trigger -with his toe, 
and blew out his brains, in the hearing of 
the unfufpedling company he had juft 
quitted. 

The fecond inftance, is that of a black* 
fmith, who, taking the fame fatal refolu- 
tion, and not having any convenient inftra- 
myent at hand> charged an old gun-barrel 
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with a brace of ballets, and putting one 
end into the fire of his forge, tied a firing 
to the handle of the bellows, by pulling of 
which he could make them play, while he 
was at a convenient diClance* Kneeling 
down, he then placed his head near the 
mouth of the barreJ, and moving the bel- 
lows by means of the firing, they blew up 
the fire, he keeping his head with aftonffh- 
ing firmnefs, and horrible deliberation, in 
that pofition, till the farther end of the bar- 
rel was fo heated as to kindle the powder, 
whofe exploiioh inftantly drove the bullets 
through his brains. 

Though I know that this happened li- 
terally as I have related, yet there is 
fomething fo extraordinary, and almoft in- 
credible, in the circumftances, that perhaps 
I fhould not have mentioned it, had it not 
been^well attefted, and known to the inha^ 
bitants of Geneva, and all the Englifh who 
are at prefent here." 

Why fuicide'is more frequent in Great 
Brhain and Geneva than elfewhere, would 
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be a matter of curious inveft'^atien. For it 
appears very extraordinary, that men fhovtld 
be mod inclined to kill themfelves in coun- 
tries where the bleffings of life are beft fe- 
cured. There rtiufl. be fotne ftrong and pe- 
culiar caufe for an effect fo prepofterous. 

Before coming here, I was of opinion,- 
that the frequency of fatcide in England, 
was occafioned in a great meafure by the 
ftormy and unequal climate, which, while 
it clouds the iky, throws alfo a gloom over 
the minds of the natives. — To this caufe 
foreighen generally add, that of the ufe of 
coal, inftead of wood, for fuel. 

I refted fatisfied-with fome vague theory, 
built on thefe taken together : — But nei- 
ther can account for the fame cfFe£t at Ge- 
neva, where coal is not ufed, and where 
the climate is the fame with that in Swit*- 
zerland, Savoy, and the neighbouring parts 
of France, where inftances of fuicidc are 
certainly much more rare. 

Without prefuming to decide what arc 
the remote caufes of this fatal propenlity. 



•it appears evident ta me, that oo reafoning 
can have the fmalkft force in pre voting 
it, but what ii founded upon the faults ini<» 
mortality and a future ftate. — What effe^^ 
can the common arguiiaents have on a man 
who does not believe that necefiary and im*- 
portant doctrine ? — He may be told, that 
he did not give htmfelf life, therefore he 
has no right to tiake it avay : — that he is a 
centinel ouNa poft, and ought to remain till 
;he is relieved :— what is all this to the man 
who thinScs he is never to be queftioned for 
his violence and defertion ? 

^If you attempt to pique this man's pride, 
by afferting, that it is a greater proof of ^ 
courage to bear the Ills of life, than to flee 
from them ; he will anfwer you from the 
SLoman hiftory, and alk. Whether Cato, 
Cailius, and Marcus Brutus, were cowards ? 
The great legiflator of the Jews feems 
to have been convinced, that no law or 
argument againft fuicide could have any 
influence on the minds of people who were 
Ignorant of the foul's immortality ; and 
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therefore, as he did not think it neceffary 
to inftrufk them in the one, (for reafons 
which the Bifhop of Gloucefter has un- 
folded in his treatife on the Divine Legation 
of Mofes,) he alfo thought it fuperfluous 
to give them any'exprels law againft the 
other. 

YboCe phiilofophers, therefore, who have 
endeavoured to ihake this great and im^ 
portant conviftion fiom the minds of men, 
have thereby opened a door to fuiclde as 
well as to other crimes. — For, whoever rea- 
fons againft that, without founding upon 
the dodlrine of a future ftate, will foon fee 
all his arguments overturned. 

It muft be acknowledged, indeed, that 
in many cafes this queftion is decided by 
men's feelings, independent of reafonings 
of any kind. 

Nature has not truffed a matter of fo 
great importance entirely to the fallible 
reafon of man ; but has planted in the 
human brcaft fuch a love of life, and horror 
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of death, as feldom can be overcome even 
by the greateft misfortunes. 

But there is a dlfeafe which fometimes 
afie£ts the body, and afterwards communi- 
cates its baneful influence to the mind, over 
which it hangs fuch a cloud of horrors as 
renders life abfolutejy infupportable. In. 
this dreadful ftate, every pleafing idea is 
banifhed, and all the fources of comfort 
in life are poifbned, — - Neither fortuiie, 
honours, friends, nor family, can afford the 
fmallcft fatisfa£tion Hope, the laft pil- 
lar of the wretched, falls to the ground— 
Defpair lays hold of the abandoned fufFerer 

— Then all rpafoning becomes vain 

Even arguments of religion have no weight, 
and the poor creature embraces death as 
his only friend, which, as he thinks,^ may 
terminate, but cannot augment, his mifery. 

I am, &c. 

P^S, You need not write till you hear 
from me again, as I think it is probable 
that we fKall have left this place before your 
letter could arrive. 
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XaunuQie* 

JL NC Duke of Hamilton having a ddire to 
viiit foixie of the Oerman Courts, we bade 
adieu to our kiends at Geneva, and arc 
thus far on our intended joamey. It is 
-of peculiar advanta^ in Germany, abov« 
^11 other countries,. to be in company with 
a man of rank and high title, becaufe it 
facilitates youdT reception every where, and 
fupcrfedes die neccffity of recommendatory 
letters. 

I have met Ticre with my friend Brydone, 
wliofe company and converiation have re« 
tarded our journey, by fupplying the chief 
objefls of travelling, if amufemem and in- 
ftrudlion are to be ranked among them. 
He is here with the Marquis of Lindfay, 
a lively, fpirited young man ; — oneof thofc 

cafy, 
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«aTy, faTcleft charadlers, (b much beloved 
by thehr intrmates, and' fo regardlefs of the 
opinion of the reft of manlcind. 

Since you hold me to my promifc of 

. writing fo very regularly, you muft fomc- 
times expeft to receive a letter dated from 
three or fotjr different places, when either 
my Aort ftay in one place deprives mc of 
the leifure, or meeting' with nothing uncom- 
mon in another, deprrvcs nfie of materials 
for' fo long' a letter as you require. 

The road from Geneva to this town is 
along the fide of the lake, through a de- 
Fightful country, abounding In vineyardy, 
which produce flie vin di la cdtt^ fo much 
cfteemcdl All the little towns on the way, 
Nyon, RoHe, and Morges, are finely fitu- . 

^ated,' neatly buTIt, and inhabited by a thriv- 

ving and tontentcd people; ' '' ■ - 
Lauftnne is the capital of this chatmin|g 
country; wttch 'formerly belonged to the 
Duke of Savoy, f)\!it is now under the 

' <lortiinion' of -the tranton of Bern. 

However mortifyriVg this? 'iiiay bb to the ^^ 

VOL. I, M 
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forfncT pofTeflgir, it has certainly been 9 
happy difpenfation to the inhabit^^nu of the 
Pays de Y2iu4» whp are in every refpe^ 
more at their eafe, and in a better fituation, 
than any of the fubjei^s of his Sardini«^ 
^ajedy^ 

This city is fituated near the lake, an4 
gt the diftance of about thirty miles from 
Geneva. ^ the nobility, from the couiv- 
(ry, and fton^ fotne parts of Switzerland^ 
and the families of feyeral officers who 
have retir^ fro^ feryice, refide here, there 
is an sdr of more eafe and gaiety (perhaps 
alfo more poHtenefs) in the focieties at 
Lavifanne, fhan in thpfe of Gfeneva ; sit lead 
thi$ is firmly believed ^ ^fierted by^ aU 
the nobtes of \h\^ pl?ice, wlio confid^r 
^emJTplv^ ^s greatly fuperipr to the citi« 
zens of Geneva, Thefp, on tl^ oth^r 
hand, talk a goqd dpal pf the poverty, fri- 
▼oloufnefs, and ignorance of thofe fen^e 
pobility, atid make np fcruplc of rankii^ 
their own enlig|iten^d inecbapxcs aUo?^ thegi 
in every; effei^tiaJ quality, 
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TThe road between Laaf^ime and Vevajr 
k yery mountainous ; but the moantains arc 
€t)lcivated to the (umitilts, and covered with 
vines.-v-'^Tfais would have been iaipra<9i« 
C4»b}e on account of the fteepnefs, had not 
€)io proprietors built ftrong fione-w.»Iis at 
vroper intervals, one above the other^ 
vvhicli fupport the foil, and form little 
terraces from the bottom to the top of th^ 
fluoiintaids. 

The peafant4 afcend by narrow ftairs, 
and, before they arrive at the ground they 
iu« to cultivate, have frequently to nfiount 
higher than a mafon who is employed ia 
repairing the top of a fieeple. 

Ilie mountainous nature of this country 
fttbjeds it to frequent torrents, .which^ 
wlien violent, fweep away^vines, foil, and 
walls in one common dellru^ipn. The 
inhabitants behold the havoc with a .fteady 
concern, and, without giving way to the 
clam<^ous rage of the Ffench, pir finking 
into the gloomy defpair of the Engliflij 
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think only of the mod effe^ual meaMs cf 
repairing ihe loCs.'^At Toon as the Aorm 
has aba^Eid, they begin, with admirable pa« 
tieiice and p^fevefance* to rebuild the 
Trails, to carry freih earth ^n 1iumU«« to lbs 
top of the fttoantaifi, and to Ipread a neif 
Toil where¥er ike old has been waifaoj 
away. 

* Where property h perfeAly fiscure, and 
kncn arc allowed lo enjoy the frjiits of 
their own labour, they are capable of 
«5brts unknown in thofe eountries : where 
iefpotifm renden every thing preQiria»s» 
^ml where a tyrant rec^ what flavjes :h»v« 
ftwn. 

This part of die Pays de Vand is inhar 
\nted by d^e defctndants of thdfe unb^py 
•people, who were ^iven by the jsioft abfurd 
^ftd crtiei perfeciition from ,Ake valUes of 
Piedmont and Savoy. 

IwiH not ai&r^ that the imqutly of tfae 
perfccutors lias been vufited uppn Acir 
<*htktren ; bi&t the fofierkigs 4i>d ^e^aftnefs 
^f'&e^i^rfecuied fe^^ tx> beffifiomp^nred by 
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the kippy iitaation in whtefa theit children 
of the tfai»tand foiirA gefieratiomare now 
pbccd. 

Vevay is a pretty little town* Containing 
befwieen threie •r faar thou&nd inhabitantSt 
It' is fweetly fitofited on a plaioi neav 
the he^d of the lake of Geneva^ whend 
the Rhone enters. The moaatains behind 
the t^wn, tboBgh exceedingly bigh^ are 
entirely cultivated, like thofe on the road 
from Lao&iKie. 

There is a largb village about half-way. 
Up the mooKtamy. in a dtrefl line above 
Vevay^ whichi viov-ed. from below^ feemft 
adf^kig to the fide o£ tiie |»ecipice» an^ 
has a very fingolar and jromantic apfeai?aiice«, 

Ther pmc^at church is detached frma 
the town^ and fituated on a hUl wbict^ 
Otvertooki ir. From the terrftcey or jshurch** 
yard, diere ia a view of the Alpif tho 
Rhone, the lake, with towns and villages 
on its niargiD.-*— ^Within this diurcb the 
body of General' Ludlow is depolited. That 
fieady republican withdrew from Lau£»n&i^ 



HJO ■ TOW 09 SOCIBTT ASIB 

to this place, after the afiaffination of his 
friend Lifle, who was &ot through the 
heart, as he was going to church, by a 
ruffian, who bad come acrofs the lake for 
that purpoCb, and whb, amidft theconfa« 
fion occafioned by the murder, got fafe to 
the boat> and efcaped to the Duke of Savoy's 
territories on the other fide, where he was 
openly protefked.^— -This was a pitiful way 
of avenging the ^^ath of a monarch, wbo» 
whether juAly or not, had been publicly 
condemned and executed. . 
* There is a long Latin epitaph on Ludlow's 
monument, enumerating many circumftances 
of his life, i)ut omitting the mod remarkable 
of them all. He is called, Patriae libertatis 
defenfor, et poteftatts arbitrariae propugnator 
acerrimus,* &c.— But no nearer hint is 
given of his having been one. of King 
Charles the flrft's judges, and of his having 

' * A defender of the liberty of his native 
country^ and a determined oppofer of arbitrai^y- 
power, &c. 



figned the fentence againft that ill-fated 
Prince. 

Howevet fond the Swifs in gchel-al may 
be of liberty, and however partial to its 
aflertors, it is prefumable that thofe who 
proteiled Ludlow did not approve of this 
part of his ftory, and. on that account a 
p^rticular^ mention of it was not made dn 
his tomb. 

There is no travelling by poA through 
Switzerland: we therefore hired horfes at 
Geneva, to carry us to Bafil ; from whence 
\i^e ca,n proceed b^poft to Strafbourg^ 
Vrhich is the route we dcfign* to take. W(B 
leave Laufanne the day after to-morrow. 
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\Js myreturii from Veyaf/ tt> Lftufanne^ 
I fbuml our friend Mr» Harvey, at tb« \nn^ 
with tlie J^uke of Hamilton. Hi» Grace 
inclines to remain, fome time longer at that 
city \ but d^fired that I might, proceed wiil> 
the carriages and all the fervants» except his 
valet de-charabre and one footman, to Straf- 
bourg, which I rer^dUy ^eed to,onhis pro- 
'mifing to join me there within a few day s»^ 
Harvey at the fame time made the very 
:rgreeab!e propofat of accompanying me to 
Stra{bourg, where he will remain ttli our 
departure from thence, leaving his chaife for 
the Duke. 

We began our journey the following 
day, and were efcorted as far as Payerne by 
JUeiTrs. Brydone and Humberfton, where we 
pafled a gay evening, and proceeded next 
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moramg to the town of Avarkche, the caplul 
of Switxerbmd in Tacitus^s time.^ 

No country in the world can be more 
4|greeable to travelleraL during the fummer 
than Switzerland : for, befides the commo- 
dious roads and comfortable kins, fome of.the . 
moft beautiful objects of nature, woods, 
mountains, Jaloes, ifit^rmingkd with fertile 
fields, vineyards, amd fcenes of the.mofl per- 
fcSt cultivation^ are here preifnted to . th^ 
eye-in greater variety, andoa a larger (cale^ 
than in any other countcy. 

♦ Nearthi's town, the Heh^etiatw wtte dei 
fetted by Caacina, one of VhelJias'ft lAifHtttiBBft^ 
-» Mtfka4io^ifUim rn^Iia csfer(k,'a»uka. fob 'ci>» 
rona venumdata. Cumque direptis' omniNii 
A^nticum gentik caput joft^agmine pet^r^tur^ 
Taciti Hiftoria, lib. i. caf^fi^^ 

— Many theAfitntfe wft'e flrin, and many 
thdufadds fold as ffaVtfs; and &ftef corfiittitttn^ 
great ravage, the army marched in ordtr t>f 
battle to Aventieum tbe caj^its^ ^f the country. 



From Avanche we advanced to Murtefff 
or Murat, as tt is pronounced by the French^ 
ft neat little tbwn, fituated opon a rifing 
ground, on the fide of the lake of the fame 
name. 

The army of Charles Duke of Burgundy^ 
bcfieging this town, was defeated, with great 
flaughter, by the Swifs, in the ycJtr 1476. 
Near the road, witiiin a mile of Murat, there 
isa little building full of himian bones, wbicb 
^re faid to be thofe of the Burgundians flain 
in the battle. As this curious cabinet was 
ereAed many years dter the battle, it may 
be fuppofed, that fome of the bones of Uie 
vl&ors are here packed up along with thofe 
of the vanquiihed, in order to fwell the coU 
kAion, 

• There are federal infcriptions on the 
chapeL 

DBO OFTIM, laX. 
CAKOLI INCLITI ET PORTISaiMI BURGUNDL« 
% DUCISEXERCITUS MURATUM OBSIDENS AB 
UELYETns CJBSUS HOC 6^ MONtJMESmJM 
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Cto .another fide is the foUoimng« 

SACELLUSt 
QtJO RELIQtFIAS 

EXfiRaTus BXjRGuiroict 
*a:b helteths. a. 1476. 

WA AH^KJOTTAS CONDlTl. 
RENOVAM 

Tnsot^ puMJcis mrnm 

SCSSEKVat- 
SERUM mmC DOMINJE 
KBGPttBMGJE 
' BERNEKSIS ET FRIBURGENHS 

AHNO 1755. . 

The borders of the; Jake of Murat ;\rc en-* 
riched with gentlemen^s houfes, and villages, 
in great abandance» 

The dreTsy nfialiinersv and persons of the* 
inhabitants of tl^s country indicate a difie* 
r^t people from the Genevois, Savoyards, or 
the inhabitants of the Piys de Vaud. 

We dined at Murat, and remained feveral 
hours in the town. There was a fair, and a 
great concourfe of people. —-The Swift 
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pcafants anetbe taUeftan4 moftnibifft Itfcrre 
t^ ^^vcr fecn. Their drefs is very pauifttiar.-— ' 
They have little round hats, like thofe worn 
by the Dutch Ikip'pers^ — 'fheir coats and 
waiftcoats are all of a kiii4 cf cbarf4 black 
cloth.-^Their breec&ei - fut mifc of coarfe 
linen, fomething like iailort trowfers ; but 
drawn t^ff^ir In plaits bekn^ ^hti |rnees, 
and the /lockingi^arcaftheifenie ftuif witb 
the breec)ie»« ' . _ •^ 

The women vrt^fi 0^^ jERikets, with a 
great ^ffrpier^iiity! of bittofi^/ Tbt lintxiar- 
lied women valuiei thfei^^Ylei. on the length 
of their hair, which they fcparatc into two 
di vifiom, a^d" stlloW to hang at its full lengtbi 
bratdied with ribandi hi tlie Raimllie fefhion. 
— — — After marriage, thcfe tf cfifes sife no 
iM^^periftitttdlto hang down ^ bof, htmg 
twifted round the head in fpiitd lism, ar« 
frxed at the crown with large fikpr pUii. 
This is tbe only difference, iia {^ohKof^eft^ 
vibich matrimony loakes. 

Married apd uamarf.ied , w«af ftraw bats, 
«n>ajBentcd with -black rlbande^ &Q.iur ihc 



' women's drefs is becoming enough ; but they 
have an awkward . manner of fixing their 
petticoats fo hijgh as to leave hardly any 
walft. This eilkroachmcnt of the j^etticoats 
upon the waift, with the amazing number 
they Wtar, gives a fize and importance to 
the lower and hind ^2^ ef rbebody loi 
which it is by no means ^mitleily, and mi^h-t 
tllji defiarms the appearance ei* the whdct. 
perfon. j 

, The.ekgaiJt figorc of jihc Venn^de Medf« 
.xi^y.or of UieDuchefsof DevooiH^e^ wiiuUi 
be Impaired, or. anni[bib;ed« und^f fuch a 
prepofterotts load of drefe— ^As w^arrWei' 
only thift afternoon, I can fay nOlMiig oC 
Berm You fliall bnr^ mofe in mj.nlxr. 
Meanwhile I am, SSk* z^^- 1 ' - > 

■-,... ''■ t^Pr.-'/ "^■■- ■-■■ 
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LETTER XXXV. ^^^ 

l>Em» k a icgiuhr weiMmilt town, with 
of magiii&xnce; The houfeS 
of a fine wime frce-ftotie, aiicl pretty 
, paiticalarly in the principal Axtct^ 
they ait all t:tif6ii'j of the fame 
There are piazzas cm each fide, 
with a walk laifed four feet above the 
Jgni tii the ftreet, very commodions in 



A UbM hrandb of the Aar has been 
twmd into this ftreet, and being confined 
to a Qanow channel ^n the middle, which 
hai a confiderahle flope, it runs with great 
lapidity ; and, without being a difs^eeable 
oljeft <^ itfelf, 1% id great fervice in keep- 
ing die ftreet clean. 

Another drcumftance contributes to ren« ^ 
dor diis one of the moft cleanly towns in 



Europe :— Criminals are employed in re« 
moving rubbifh from the flreets and public 
^ walks. The more atrocious delinquents 
are chained to waggons, while thofe who 
are condemned for fmaller crimes, are em- 
ployed in fweeping the light rnhbifh into 
the rivulet, and throwing the heavier into 
the carts and waggons, which their more 
crimbaj companions are obliged to puih or. 
draw along. 

Thefe wretches have collars of iron fixed 
around their necks, with a pro]e£ling handla 
in the form of a hook to each, by which, 
on the flighted offence or mutiny, they 
/may l>e feized, and are entirely at the com- 
V mand of the guard, whofe duty is to fy 
them perform their work. — People of both' 
fexes are condemned to this labour for 
xfSonths, years, or for life, according tb the 
nature of their crimes. 

It is alledged, that over and above the de- 
terring from crimes, which is effeAed by 
this, in common with the other methodr 
c^ panifhing, there is the additional advan-s 



tage, 4^( oUigiff g tile er'fmlftal to rtpiit by 
bis ]ak>ar the it^utj whtcii be hasf <h»He t^ ^ 
the eo0»iHinity« 

I fufpect, hcJW^er, that dif$ advartt^ge i§ 
overbalanced by ibe bad effefts of habitQ-' 
atmg people td behoid the mifery of their' 
fellow-criattrrcs, which I imagine grtidtrafly 
harden^ the hearts df the fpcAatori, artd' 
rtrtdm thenr left fufceprible crtTthe* emotions' 
of compaffioH and pity ; — feelings, Adifch, * 
perh:lps, of atll. dtihers, have the heft in- 
fluence ppcm, and afe- the tritrft becomhtg,- 
htntlaii tiatuft. J\iveiiat fays, 

— — mollifliraa corda 
Humaao geneii dare fe natura fatelur, 
Qtii£ lachrymas^ed'it:. ha&c noftri pars op- 
tima fenfus,* t^ V 

. ^ Natirre ^6wt^ tfafti fM" bus b^owtd fhe 
«i«ft cW^affi^^e hearts «a the hualaft rBcm^ 
hy i^iag them tetr»; ,aii4thi» IcnfibiJity U iht; 
^il quality of •wr miads. 
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Wherever public executiont and puniib- 
ments are^'freqAient, the comiBon people 
have been lobferved to accfuire a greater, de- 
gree of infenfibility and cruelty pf dlfpoiW 
ition, than in placet Vfhere fuch fi^ne*. 
^Idom oecur. I remember, while I was at 
Geneva, where eXefHitions are very rare» a 
young man ij^as condemned to be hanged for 
RHirder, and there was i general gipom and 
«nea{ine& evident. ifn every fociety for fevefal 
days before a^^d afi^r the exec!utton. 

The publie bultdiivgf "at Bern, is^ the hof- 
j6tal, the granary, th«e gaard-^houfe, the 
arfenai^, and the churches, are itiagmficent. 
There is a very elegant building jaft com- 
pleted, with accommoiciatldns for many pub« 
lie amufements, fuch as balls, concerts, an<P 
theatrical cntertainmehls; There ate alfo 
at)a(^n)erit$ for private foci^ies and aflenr- 
felies. It was built by -a voluntary fubfcrip- 
rtoh among' the nobility; and no focieties,^ 
but of the JwtriCian ofd^j^ ^^e allowed there. 

Theatrical entertainments are fefdom pcr-^ 



znitted at Bern; none have a» yet beejril 
performeA at this new theatre. 

The walk by the great church Was for- 
merly the only public walk, and much ad^ 
imred on account of the view from it^ and 
the peculiarity of its (ituationy being on a 
level with the ftrccts on dne fide, and fome 
hundred feet of perpendicular height above 
* them on the other. But there is now another 
public walk, at fame diftatice without the 
towuy which has been lately made upon a 
high bank by, the (ide of the Aar, and is the 
luoft magnificent. I ever, faw belonging to 
this or any other town. From it there is a 
comipanding view of the. river, the town 
of Bern, the country about it, and the Gla- 
ciers of Switzerland* 

I have vifited the library, where, befidet 
the books, there are a few antiques, and 
fQme other curiotities* The fmall iigure.of 
the prieft pouring wine between the horns 
of a bull, is valuable only becaufe it iU|if« 
trates a pafiage in Virgil, and has been 
mentioned by Addifon. 
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^ An addition was btely made to this library 
by a colIeAion of Englifb books magnifi- 
cently bounds which were fent as a prefcnt 
by an Englifii gentleman ; who, though he 
has thought proper to conceal his name, has 
fufficiently difcovered his political principles 
by the, nature of the colledtiQn, amongft 
whiirhy I didinguiOied Milton's worki^ 
particularly his profe writings ; Algernon 
Si(lney on Gorernment, Locke, LudlowV 
Memoirs, Gordon's tranflation of Tacitus, 
Addifon*s works, particularly The Free- 
holder; Marvel's works, Steel's, &c.— 
Tliey w^re the largefi and fined: editipRs, 
and might be about the value of 200I.— 
This gentleman made a prefent of the fame 
nature to the public library at Geneva. 

I happened tp open the Glafgow edition 
of Homer, yhich I faw here, on a blank 
page of which was an addrefs in Latin to 
the Corfican General, Paoli, figned James 
BofwclL Thi^ very, elegant book bad been 
fent, I fuppofc, as a prefent from Mr. Bpf- 
well to his friend the General j and, v«hen 



that unfortunate chief Was oUiged to aBan-^ 
don brs Country, fell, with other of hii 
tSsStSf into the hands of the Swifs officer 
in the French fervice, who sfKuk a pnsfent 
of the Hbftier to this lihrary. 

The arfentil I couM not hare omitted 
feeing had I been fo inclined, a« tlie Ber^ 
nois value themfelvcs on the titophieg. coil^ 
fatned in if, ai^ i^oa the qiiahtity, gbod 
€onditio!/i, ind arrangement of the arme* 

Nothing" interefted ttit fo nmoh at xht 
figures of the brave S^Uzeff, ^o'firftfootl 
amis againft tyranny, jmithat of Williarti 
Tell, who , H rq[trefe»ted aiming atf the 
arppie 6n his foh^s hcald. I contemplated 
thrs with an emotion which was created 
by the circumftance of the ftory, hot hf 
flie workmanfllip ; for, at that momcfnt, I 
ihould have beheld with negIcA the moft 
6^quifite 'ftatue that ev^r was foriried of 
Augufttxs Caefar. ^ 

Surely «io ch^ra£tefs have fo juft> a claim 
to the admiration and gratitude of pofteriiy 
as thoftt who have freed thfek cotmrrymert 



firoin the xapricious infolence of tyranti ; 
and w}ietber all the incidents of Tcii's 
ftorjr be true or fabulous, the men (who- 
fv,er they were) who roufed and incited 
their fellow^citizcns to throw off the AoC- 
trian yoke, de&rve to be regarded as pa- 
triots, having undonbtedJy been aftuated 
by :that principle, ib dear to every generous 
hearty the fpirit of iodppendence, ^J 

^' Who with tbe^n*roiis nifties (ate, 
" On Uri's rock, in cWe divan, 
" Ajnd whig'd that arrow-fure as fete, 
** Whieh afcertaia?d the facred rights of 



Mr, Addifon obfcrvcs, that there is no 
great pleafure in vifiting jM-fenals, merely to 
fee a repetition of thefe magazines of war; 
yet it is worth while, as it gives an idea of 
the force of a (late, and ferves to fix in the 
mind the moft condderable parts of its 
faiilory. 

The arms taken from the Burgundians, 
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in the various battles which eftablifhed the 
liberty of Switzerland^ are difplayed here ; 
alfo the figure of the General of Bern, who, 
in the year 1536, conquered the Pays de 
Vaud from Charles III. Duke of Savoy.— 
And, ifthey haveno trophies to (heWofa 
later date, I am convinced it is becaafe 
they are loo poor and too wife to aim at any 
extcnfion of dotninioh :^^and becaufe all 
the neighbouring powers are at length become 
fenfible, that the nature of their country, 
and their- perfonal valour, have rendered 
theSwiik as unconquerable, as fiom political 
eonfiderations they ace averfe to attempt 
tpon/jiicfts. 
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LETTl^R XXXVI. 



1. H£ difierent eantons of Sirilzerlan<I» 
though unitec) together by ^ common bonj, 
and all of a repablican form of goverriment, 
difer in the ns^ture of that forip» as^^I at 
in religion. 

The Roman Catholic religion being ht^ 
vouraible to monarchy, one would naturally 
imaginei that, when adopted by a republic, 
it would gradually wind up the government 
to the higheft jmch of firiftocracy. 

The fa^ neverthelefsiSy . that thofe csui* 
tons, which ^re in the flrongeft degree de- 
mocratical, ar^. of the Pgpiih perfuaiibn ; 
and the mof^ f^vfeSt ariftocracy of them 
all iseftabliOied in this prqteftant canton qf 
Bern, whiph is alfo igdeed the moft poM^ 
isrf uL In extent qf CQuntry, aiid nui:plKr of 



inhabitants, it ts reckoned nearly -equal to all 
the others taken together. 

The nobility of Efern are Accufcd of an 
extraordinary degree of pride and ftatelinefs. 
They affcdl to keep the citizens at a great 
diftance j and it is with difficulty that their 
wives and daughters will condefcend ta 
mix with the mercantile femilifes at ball?, 
affemWieis, and fuch public occafions, where 
mimbcrs feemeffential ta^c nature of the 
^ntertamment ; by Whkh means a mobilirj' 
ball lofes in cheerfulnefs what it retains in 
dignity, and w often as lam told, as devoid of 
9mtiremeht as it is folemn. ^" 

The 'whole power of the goveronjcnr, 

and ail the honourable offices of the ftate, 

arcinthctends^of the? ^jolbillty. As it w 

-flop permitted tbem- to trade,* they would 

natoratty fill into^ poverty withdot this 

refoiirceribirt' by^ the irambcr of placed 

•wbich the '^Wes enjoy, and to v^hicli very 

<^tlfiderabtepehfi6njs ire annexed, tiie poorcft 

of tfcemareeiiabledto'fi^pQrt thcir^fartiilies 

with digiiify;' i-^^*^ * ' - 

The 
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The bailKages, into which the whole 
canton and the conquered territories are 
divided, form lucrative and honourable 
eflabltfiiments for the principal families of 
Bern. The bailiff is governor and judge in 
his own diftrift/ and there is a magnificent 
chateau in each for his accommodation. An 
appeal may be made from all fubordinate 
courts to faim ; as Mo from his decifipoi to 
the council at Bern. 

The nobility of Bern, though born to be 
judges, are not always in(lru£Led in law. 
It has therefore been thought requifite, to 
appoint a certain number of perfens, as their 
aflefibrs, who have been bred to th^^pro- 
fefiion. Bat in cafe the judge (kould difier 
from thofe aflefibrs, and retain his owa 
opinion in fpite of their remonflrances, as 
nobility has the precedency of law, the de« 
cifion muft be given according to the will 
of the judge. 

This office remains in the hands of the 
fame perfon for the term of. fix year* only 
I have been informed, that in fome of thefe 

vot, I. N 
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bailliages, the governor may live with pro- 
per magnificence, and lay up, during the 
period of his office, two or three thoufand 
pounds, without extration, or unbecoming 
parlimony. There is no law againft his 
being afterwards named to another bailliage. 

The executive power of the government, 
with ail the lucrative and honourable offices, 
being thus in the hands of the nobility, it 
may be imagined, that the middle and 
lower ranks of people are poor and opprefled. 
This, however, is by no means the cafe ; for 
the citizens, I mean the merchants and 
tradefpeople, fcem, in general, to enjoy 
all the comforts and conveniencies of 'life. 
And the peafantiy is uncommonly wealthy 
tfhroughout the whole canton of Bern. 

The Swifs have no objedion to their 
nobles being their judges, and to the prin* 
cipal offices of g^ernment remaining in 
their hands. They look upon the nobility 
as their natural fuperiors, and think, that 
they and their families dught to be fup- 
ported with a certain degree of fplendor :— 
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But the power of dire£^ taxation is a difFe- 
rent queftion, and muft be] managed with 
all poffible caution >nd delicacy. It is a 
common caufe« and the condufit of the 
nobles in this particular is watched with 
very jealous eyes. They are fufficiently 
aware of this^ and ufe their power with 
niodcu-ation. But left the nobles (hoM at 
any time forget, a very good hint is given 
in a German in(criplion iii the aifenai, im« 
plying, That the infolence and rapacity of 
high rank had brought about the liberty of 
Switzerland. 

A people who have always arms in their 
hands, and form the only military .force of 
the country, are in no danger of being op-> 
prefied and irritated with taxes. 

It has been confidered by fome as a per- 
nicious policy in the Swifs, to allow fo 
many of their inhabitants to ferve as mer- 
cenaries in the different armies of Europe. 
There are others, who confider^ this meafure 
as expedient, or lefs pernicious in the Swifs 
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cantons, than it woufd *be in any other 
country. 

They who fupport this opinion afiert, thai 
every part of Switzerland, which is capable 
of cultivation, is already itnproved to the 
higheft degree ; that, after retaining a fuffi- 
cient number of hands to keeprit always in 
this condition, and for the fupport of every 
inanufa£tory, ftill there remains a furplus of 
inhabitants, which forms the troops that are 
allowed to go into foreign fervices. They 
add, Jthat thefe troops only engage for a !!• 
mited number of years, after the expiration 
of which, many of them return ^yith money 
%Q their qa^iye pountry ; and all of tbemj^ 
by Aipulation, may be recalled by the ftate 

on any emergency. By this means, 

they retain a numerous and well-difciplined 
army on foot; which, fo 6r from being 
a burden, in reality enriches the i^ate :-7 
an advantage which no other people eve^ 
poflefTed. 

There is ftlll another ipotive for this mea- 
fure^ which, though it be not openly avowed. 



yet I fufpedl has confiderable weight: the 
council are perhaps afraid, that if the young, 
nobility were kept at home, where they could 
have but few objedls to occupy them, they 
might cabal and fpread diflfentions in the (late ; 
or perhaps^ through idlenefs and ambition^ 
excite dangerous infurredlions among the 
peafants. For, although the laws are fevere 
againfl (late crimes, and'eafily put in exe* 
cution againft ordinary offenders, it might be 
difficult and dangerous to punifh a popular 
young nobleqian. 

It may on thefe aci^ounts be thought 
highly prudent, to allow a large proportion 
of them to exhauft^ in fortie foreign fervice, 
the fiery and refllefs years of youth, which 
at home might have been fpent in faftion 
and dangerous intrigues. Very probably the 
ftates would incline to permit the officers to 
go, while they retained the private man at 
home'i but are under a necefHty of allowing 
the latter alfo, becaufe without them the of- 
ficers could not be raifed to thofe diflinguifhed 
iituations in foreign fervices which are their. 
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greateft inducemcnis to leave their own 
country. 

After having ferved a certain time, almoft 
all of thetn return to Switzerland. Some, 
becaufe they are tired of diflBpation ; others 
to inherit a paternal eAate; and many with 
penfions from the Princes they have ferved; 
•*- The heat of youth is then raoft probably 
over.— They begin to afpirc to thofe officesf 
in their own Country to which their birth 
gives tbem a claim, and which they now 
prefer to the luftre of oiilitary rank. They 
wiih to fapport thofe laws, and that go- 
vernment, which they find fo partial to their 
families ; or their defire to pafs the remainder 
of life in eafe and retirement on their pater- 
nal eftates. 

It is remarkable, that the Swifs officers, 
who return from foreign fer vices, particu- 
larly that of France, infiead of importirng 
French manners to their native mountain?, 
and infefting their countrymen with the 
luxuries and fopperies of that nation, throW 
ojfFall foreign airs with their uniform, and 



immediately refume the plain and frugsil 
ilyle of life which prevails in their own 
country. 



LETTER XXXVIL 

Bnil. 
XxAviKO, on a fol-mer oec^Hon, made a 
iDorc cxtcnfivc tQur through Switzerland, we 
determined not to deviate from the dircft 
road to Stralbourg, In purfuance of this 
refolutlon, Harvey and I, when we i«ft Bern, 
paffed by Soleurre, the capital of the canton 
of the fame name. 

Soleurre is an agreeable little town fitu* 
ated on the river Aar. The houfes are 
neatly built, and not inelegant; the meaneft 
of them have a cleanly appearance. The 
common people feem to be in eafier circum- 
flanceSy and have a greater air of content, 
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than in any Roman Catholic country I have 
ever vifited. The inn where we lodged has 
the comfortable look of an Engliih one. 
The French ambaflador to-the cantons has 
his refidence in this town. One of the 
churclies of Soleorre is the moft magnificent 
of modern buildings in Switzerland. 

The arfenai is flored with arms, in pro- 
portion to the number of inhabitants in the 
canton ; and there are trophies, and other 
monuments of the valoui of their anceftors, 
as in the arfenai of Bern. In the middle <^ 
the hall there are thirteen figures of men. in 
complete armouri reprefenting the thirteen 
Swifs cantons. 

The country between Soleurre and Bafif, 
though very hilly, is beautiful, perhaps the 
more fo on that account ; becaufe of the va- 
riety of furface and different views it prefents. 
Harvey and . I had more leifure to admire 
thofe fine landfcapes than we wifhed, for the 
axle-tree of the chaife broke at fome miles 
diftant from Bafil. 

It was the gay feafoa of the vintage.— 
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The country was crowded with peafantry 
of both fcxes and every age, all employed 
in gathering and carrying home the grapes. 
Our walk for ihefe few miles was agreeable 
and amufmg. In all countries this is the 
feafon of jo)^ and feft'tvity, and approaches 
.neareft the exaggerated defcription which 
the ancient poets have given of rural hap- 
pinefs. Perhaps there is in reality not fo 
mi)ch exaggeration in their defcription, as 
alteration in our manners. — For if the pea- 
fants were ajlowed to enjoy ihe fruits of 
their own labour, would not their lives be 
more delightful than ^hofe of any other 
people? — In fpite of poverty and oppreiBon, 
a happy enthufiafm, a charming madnefs, 
and perfeiSl obJivron of care, are diffufed 
all over France during the vintage. — Every 
village is enlivened with mufic, dancing, and 
glee ; -^ and were it not for their tattered 
clothes and emaciated countenances, one 
who viewe4 them in the vintage feafon, 
would imagine the country people of France 
in a iituation as enviable as that which^ ac^ 
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cording to the poets, was formerly enjoyed 
by the Shepherds of Arcadia. — The pest- 
£iiiiry of this country have not fo great a 
fenfibility or expreffion of joy ; and though 
bleiTed with health, freedom, and abun- 
dance, a compofed fatisfaflipn, a kind of 
phlegmatic good-huraour, mark the boun- 
daries of their happinefs* 

When we arrived at Bafil, we went di- 
redlly ta the Three Kings, This inn, in 
point of fituation, is the moft agreeable you 
can well imagine. The Rhppe waihes its 
^alls, and the windows of a large dining- 
yoom look acrofs that noble river to the 
fertile plains on the oppofite fide. 

I am juft returned from that lame dining- 
foom, where Harvey and I thought proper 
to fup. — ^There were ten or a dozen people 
at t^ble. I fat next to a genteel-looking 
man from Strafbourg, with whom I con- 
verfed a good deal during fupper. He had 
for his companion a round faced, rofy,plQm^ 
gentleman, from Amfterdam, who did not 
ipeak French ; but the Strafburger addreffci 
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him "from time to time In Low Dutch, 
to which the other replied by nod$» 

When the retreat of the greater part of 
the company had contracted the little circle 
which remained, 1 expreffed fome regret to 
my Stralboufg acquaintance, that Mr. Har- 
vey and I could not fpeak a little Dutch ; or 
that his friend could not fpeak French, that 
we might enjoy the pleafure of his conver- 
fation. This was immediately tranflated 
to the Dutchman, who heard it with great 
compofure, and then took his pipe from 
his mouth, and made an anfwer, which I 
got ou^: interpreter, with fojne difficulty, 
to explain. It was to this effcA :— That we 
ought to confoje ourfelves for the accident 
of our not underftahding each other; for as 
Ave had no conne6lion, or deal'mgs in trade 
together, our converfing could not poffibly 
anfwer any ufeful purpofe. Harvey made 
a low bow to thfs compliment, faying, that 
the juftnefs and good fenfe of that rertiark 
had certainly efcaped my obfervation, as he 
acknowledged k had hitherto done hi». 
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A man that travels, yoa fee, my frletK^ 
and tadces care to get into good company, 
is always learning fomething. — - Had I not 
Tifited the Tliree Kings at Bafil, I might 
have converfed all my lifetime without 
knowing the true ufe of language* 



LETTER XXXVIIL 

Basilr 
Jl HERE has been an interval of three 
days fince I had the converfation with my 
ingenious acquaintance from Amfterdam^ 
We are aflured that the chaife, which has 
been accommodated with a new axle-tree, 
will be ready this afternoon. In the interim^ 
I ihall write you a few remarks on this 
town. 
£a£ii is larger than any town in Swit* 
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Xerland, but not fo po{Miloiu for iti fiifi ai 
Geneva. The inhabibmts feem to be uiv- 
commonly afraid of thieves, mod of the 
i^indows being guarded by iron bars or 
grates, like thofe of convents or prifonsr 

I obferved at the lower end of many 
windows a kind of wooden box, projc^ 
ing towards the ftreet, with a round glafs, 
of about half a foot diameter, in the mid« 
die. I Wiis told this was for the conveni^ 
ency of people within ; who, without being 
feen, choofe to fit at the windows, and 
amufe themfelves by looking at the paf- 
fengers ; — that they were moftly occupied 
by the ladies, who are taught to think it 
indecent to appear at the windows. 

The inhabitants of Bafii icem to be (^ 
a rcferved and faturnihe difpofition ; whe- 
ther it is natural or afFedJed I cannot tell, 
but the* few I converfed with, had feme- 
thing uncommonly ferious and formal ia 
their manner. How an unremitting gra- 
vity and folemnity of manner, in the com- 
^mon afiairs of life, comes to be ccMifidered 
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as an indication of wifdom, or of extraor- 
dinary parts, is what I never could under- 
ftand.^^ — So many ridiculous things occur 
every day in this world, that men, who 
are endowed with that degree of fenfibility 
Which ufually accompanies genius, find it 
very difficult to maintain a continued gra- 
vity. T'his difficulty is abundantly felt 
even In the grave 3nd learned profeflions of 
law, phytic, and divinity ; and the indi^ 
vlduals who have been moft fuccefsful in 
furmounring it, and who never deviate 
from the folemnity of eftabliftied forms, 
hive not been always the mofl dlftinguifhed. 
for real knowledge or genius ; though they 
generally are moft admired by the multi- 
tude, who are very apt to miftake* that 
gravity for wifdom, which proceeds from 
a literal weight of brain, and muddinefs 
of underftanding. Miftakes of the fame 
kind are frequently made in forming a 
judgment of books as well as men. Thofe 
which profefs a formal defign to inftru^ 
and reform, and carry on the work me- 



tbodicalty till the reader is lulled into. re«* 
pofe, have pafled for deep and ufeful per- 
formances ; while others, replete with 
original obfervation and real inftru&ion, 
have been treated as^ frivolous, becaufe 
they arc written in a familiar ftyle, and 
the precepis conveyed in a fp rightly and 
indireA manner. 

"Works which are compofed with the la- 
borious deiire of being thought profound, 
have fo very often the misfortune to be 
dull, that fome people have confidcred the 
two term? as fynonimous ; and the men 
who receive it as a rule, that one fet of 
books j(re profound becaufe ihey are dull^ 
- may naturally conclude that others are . 
fuperficbl becaufe they are entertaining, 
With refpeft to books, however, matters 
are foon fet to rights ; thofe of puffed and 
falfe pretenfions die neglefted, while thofe, 
of real merit live and fiourifh. But with 
regard to the men, the cataftrophe is often 
different ; we daily fee formal aflTuming 
blockheads flouriih and enjoy the fruits of 
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their pompous impodtions, while many men 
of talents who difilain fuch arts, live in 

obicuritjy and die tiegleded« 1 aik 

you pardon, I have juft recoileded that I 
was giving you fome account of BafiL 

The library here is much efteemed.-^ 
It is reckoned particularly rich in manu- 
ictipts. They fliowed us one of a Greek 
New' Teflament, with which you may be« 
lieve Harvey and I were greatly edified. 
We are told it is above a thou(and years 
old. 

At the arfenaLis (hown the armour in 
which Charles Duke of Burgundy was 
killed* That unfortunate prince has orna- 
mented a!l the arfenals in Switzerland with 
trophies. 

•We viiited the hall where the famois^ 
Council fat fo many years, and voted fo 
' intrepidly agamfl the Pope. Not fatisfied 
with condemning his condu£i^ they ac- 
tually damned him in tfSgy. A famous 
painting, in the town-houfcy is fjuppofed to 
have been executed under theii aufpices. 
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In this piece the Devi! is reprcfented driving 
the Pope and fcveral ecclefiaflics before him 
to hell. — Why* they fhould fuppofc the 
Devil fhould be fo very a£tlve againft his 
Holinefs, I know no reafon. 

Here are many pidiures of Hans Holben^s 
(who was a native of Bafil^ »nd the favourite 
painter of Henry VIII. to whom he was 
firft recommended by Erafmus) ; particu* 
larly, feveral portraits of Erafmus, and one 
&etch of Sir Thomas More's faniily. 
Tliough portraits are in general the moft 
infipid of all kinds of paintings, yet thofe of 
fuch celebrated perfons, done by fuch a 
painter, are certainly very interefting pieces. 
The moft admired of kll Holben's works, 
is a fuit of fmall pieces in different com- 
partments, reprefenting the paflion and 
fufierings of our Saviour. In thefe, be 
colours remain with wonderful vivacity. 
- We were alfo condudled to the difmal 
gallery, upon -whofe walls, what is called 
Holben*s Death's Dance is reprefented. 
The colours having been long expofed to 
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the air, are now quite faded, which I Can 
fcarcc think is much to be regretted, for the 
plan of the piece is fo wretched, that the 
fineft execution could hardly prevent it from 
giving difguft, 

A fUeleton, which reprefents Death, leads 
off, in a danciflg attitude, people of both 
fexes, of all ages, and of every condition, 
from the emperor to the beggar. All of 
them dlfplay the greateft unwiilingnefs to 
accompany their hideous partner, who, re- 
gardlefs of tears, expoftulations, and bribes, 
draws them along. 

You will take notice, that there is a 
Death for each charaflrr, which occafions 
a naufeous repetition of the fame figure ; 
and the re1u£iance marked by the different 
people who are forced to this hated minuet, 
is in fome accompanied with grimaces fo 
v«ry ridiculous, that one cannot refrain 
from fmiling; which* furely is not the 
eflfetSt the painter intended to produce.— If 
he did, of all the contrivances that ever 
were thought of to put people in good 
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humoulv liis muft be allowed the moft ex- 
traordinary, ' 

To this piece, fuch as it is, Prior alludes 
in his ode to the memory of Colonel 
Villers : 

Nor awM by fore(ight,nor mifled by chance» 
Imperious Peathdiredb his ebon Jance, 
Peoples great Henry's tomb, and leads up 
Holben*s dance. 

In this city all the clocks are an hour ad* 
vanccd. When it is but ofte o'clock in 
all the towns and vilUges around, it is 
exadlly t>yo at Bafil, This fingularity is 
of three or four hundred years ftanding; 
and what is as Angular as the cuflom itfelf, 
the origin of it is not known. This is 
plain, by their giving quite different ac- 
counts of it. • 

The moft popular flory is, that, about 
four hundred ytars ago, the city was 
threatened with ao"affault by furprife. 
The enemy was to begin the attack when 
the large clock of the tower at one end 
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of the bridge {hould (Irike one after mid<« 
nighr. The artift who had the care of the 
clock, being informed that this was the ex* 
pe£led fignal, caufed the clock to be altered^ 
and it ft ruck two inftead of one ; fo the 
enemy thinking they were an hour too late, 
gave up the attempt j and in commemo- 
ration of this deliverance j aJI the clocks irt 
Bafil have ever fince ilruck two at one 
o*clock, and foon. 

In cafe this account of the matter (hould 
not be fatisfaiftory, they (how, by way of 
confirmation, a head* which is placed near 
to this patriotic clock, with the face turned 
to the road by which the enemy was to 
have entered* This fame head lolls out 
its tongue every minute, in the moft infult- 
ing iDanner poflible. This was originally 
a piece of mechanical wit of the famous 
clock maker's who faved the town. He 
framed it in deriiion of the enemy, whom 
he had. fo dexteroufly^ deceived. It has 
been repaired, renewed, and enabled to 
thruft out its tongue every minute, for^hefe 
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four hundred years, by the care of the ma* 
glftratesy who think fo excellent a joke can^ 
not be too often repeated. 
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Strasbourg, 

INoTHiNG can form a finer contraft with 
the mountains of Switzerland, than the 
plains of Alface. From Bafil to Strafbourg 
is a continued, well cultivated plain, as flat 
almoft as a bowling- green. We few great 
quantities of tobacco hanging at the pea- 
fants' doors, as we came along, this herb 
being plentifully cultivated in thefe fields. 

We have pafled feme days very agreeably 
ill this town. One can fcarcely be at a lofs 
for good company and amufement in z 
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place where there is a numerous French 
garrifon. Marechal Contades reildes here 
at prefent, as commander of the troops, and 
governor of the province. He lives in a 
magnificent manner. The Englifh who 
happen to pafs this way, as well as the of- 
ficers of the garrifon, have great reafon to 
praife his hofpitallty and politenefs, 

After dining at his houfe with feveral 
Englifh gentlemen, he invited the com- 
pany to his hox at the playhoufe. Vol- 
taire's Enfant Prodigue was iadled ; and for 
the Petite Piece, le Fran9ois k L,ondres. 
Our nation is a little hantered, as you 
know, in the laft. The eyes of the fpec- 
tators were frequently turned towards the 
Marechal's box, to obfcrve how we bore 
the raillery. We clapped heartily, and 
fliewed the mod perfe£k good-humour. 
There wai indeed no reafon to do other- 
wife. The fatire is genteel, and not too 
fevere ; and reparation, is made for the li- 
berties taken^ for in the fame piece, all 
manner of jufiice is dgne to the real good 
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qualities belonging to the Englifh national 
chara<£ter. 

An old French oflBccr who was in the 
next box to us, feemed uneafy, and hiirt 
at the peals of laughter which burft from 
the audience at fome particular paflages : 
he touched my (hpulder, and aflured me 
that no nation was more refpe<Sled in France 
than the Englifh ; — adding, * Hanc veniam 
damus, petimufque viciffim.' 
. It were to be wiihed that French' cha- 
rafters when brought on the Engliili Rage, 
had been always treated with as little fe- 
* verity, and with equal juftice '; and not fo 
often facrificed to tlie illiberal and abfurd 
prejudices of the vulgar. 

I have feen the greater number of the 
"regiments perform their exerdfe feparately, 
and there has been one general field day 
fince I came hither. T^c French troops are 
infinitely better cloathed, and in all refpefls 
better appointed than they were during the 
laft war. For thii reformation I am told 
they are obliged/to the Due do Choifeul, 
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who, tfaoagh now in difgrace, ftill retains 
0iany friends in the army. 

There are, befides the French, two Ger- 
man regiments in this garfifon. Thefe ad- 
mit of the difcipline of the cane upon every 
flight <xxafion^ which is never permitted 
among the French troops. Notwithftanding 
their being fo pJentifally provided with 
thofe fevere flappers to roufe their attention, 
I could not perceive that the German regi- 
ments went through their exercife with 
mote predfion or alertnefs than the French ; 
and any diflference woald, in my opinion, 
be dearly panchafed at the price of treating 
€Mie foldier like a fpaniel. 

Perhaps what improves the hardy and 
phlegmatic German, would have a contrary 
t£k& on the more deUcate and lively French- 
man ; as the fiune feverity which is requifite 
to train a pointer, wQuld render a greyhound ^ 
good fer nothing. 

After all, I queftion very mucb, whether 
this Shocking cdlom is abfolutely neceflary 
in the armies of any nation ; for, let our 

Martinets 
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Martinets fay what they pleafe, there is 
fiirely fome diflFerence between men and 
dogs. 

With refpeft to the French, I am cojtw 
vinced that great feverity would break their 
fpirity and impair that fire and impetuofity 
in attack, for which they have been dif- 
tinguifhedy and which makes French troops 
more formidable than any other quahty. 
they poflefs. 

I muflTown I was highly plcafed with the 
eafy, familiar air, and appearance of good 
will, with which the French officers in ge- 
neral fpeak to the common foldiers. — This, 
I am told, does not diniinifh the refpe(S and 
obedience which foldiers owe to their fupe« 
riors, or tliat degree of fubordinaVion which 
military difcipline exa£ls. On the con- 
trary, it is afferted, that to thefe properties^ 
which the French poflefs in common with 
other foldiers, they join a kind of grateful 
attachment and a(Fe£tlon. 

In fome fervices, the behaviour of the 
officers to the private foldiers is fo morofe, 
VOL, I. o 
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Sefertf and onrelenting, that a mati in^Irt 
be led to bdieve that one of their principal 
enjoyments was to render the lives of the 
€ommoii men as nnferabte as poffiUe. 

If a certain degree of gentlenefs does no 
harm in the great articles of obedience and 
ftibonfination, it is furely worth while to 
pay fosne attention to the feelings of fo large 
a proportion of mankfnd, as are by modern 
policy neceffitated to foUow a militairy life. 
To pot ibeir happinefs entirely out of the 
fiieftioD, in the gorernoient of the armies 
of which they form infinitely the major part, 
IS rather hajd treatment of creatures who 
are erf* the feme fpecies, employed in the 
fame caufe> and ezpofed to the fame dangers 
with their "officers. 

' When I began this, I intended to have 
told yoa a few things about Strafbourg, in-^ 
(lead of which I have been led oat of my 
way by French and German foidiers.*-* 
Digreffing is a trick to which I am wery 
fubjefti and rather than not be indulged in 
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It, I would throw away my pen ^Itogtxhtr, 
The Duke df Hamilton afrit ed heffe ex^ 
swaiy at the tJme he propofed. 
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X HE cathedral of Strafbourg is a very 
fine buildirrg, and nfevcr fails to attract the 
attention of ftrangers. 

Our Gothic anceftors, like the Greeks and 
Romans, baiit for pofterity. Their ideas in 
architefture, though different from thofe of 
the Greckh irtifts, were Vaft, foblime, and 
generous, far fuperior to the felfifh fnugnefs 
of modern tafte, which is generally confined 
to one or two generations ; the plans of our 
^nceftors with a niotc cxtcnfivc bctrcv6kncd 
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fwiwart diftant ages. Many Gothic buildings 
ftill liabitad>le eriiice this, and ought to 
in^irc (Icntinicnts of gratitude to thofe who 
hare ncft grac^cd fudi labour and expence 
for die acxommodation of their remote poC- 
tcrky. 

The mmiber and magnitude of <jothic 
duucfacs, in the diflerent countries of Eu- 
rope, fonn a pfiefainptiony that the clergy 
were not devoid of public /pint in thofc 
dxys ; for if die powerful eccle(iaftics had 
dien been entirely aAuated by motives of 
ictf-intereft, they would have turned the 
ezocfive influence ¥rhich they had acquired 
over the minds of their fellow-citizens, to 
piirpofes more immediately advantageous to. 
diemfelvcs ; inflead of encouraging them to 
laife ooagnificent churdies for the ufe of the 
public, they might have preached it up as 
ftill more meritorious to build fiiie houfes 
and palaces for the immediate fervants and 
ambafladors of God — ^But we find, very few 
ccdcfiaftical palaces, in comparifon with 
the number of churches which ftill remain 
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for the public convcniency. This fofficiently 
fhews the injuftice of thofe indifcriminating 
fatirifis, who afiert that the clergy, in all 
ages and countries, have difplayed a fpirit 
equally proud and interefted. 

No fpecies of architeilure is better con- 
trived for the dM^elling of heavenly penfiue 
contemplation^ than the Gothic ; it has a 
powerful tendency to fill the mind with 
fublime, Colemn, and religious (entiments ; 
the antiquity of the Gothic churches con- 
tributes to increaCe that veneration which 
their form and fize infpire. We naturally 
' feel a refpe6t for a fabric into which we 
know that our forefathers have entered with 
reverence, and which has flood the aflaults 
of many centuries, and of a thoufand dorms. 
That religious melancholy which ufually 
poflfefles the mind in large Gothic churches, 
is however confiderably counteradled by 
certain fatirical has reliefs, with which the 
pillars and cornices of this church of 
Strafbourg were originally ornamented.— ^ 
The vices of monks are here expofed under 
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theallegorieal figure of hogs, afib, monkeyf, 
and foxes, which being drefled in monkifb 
habits, perform the moft venerable ftinf^ions 
of religion. And for the edification of thofe 
who do not comprehend allegory, a monk, 
in the robes of his order, is engraved on 
the puJpit in a moA indecent pofture, with 
a nun lying by him. 

Upon the whole, the cathedral of Straf- 
bourg is confidered by fome people as the 
moft impious, and by others as the merrieft 
Gothic church in Chriftendom, I leave 
you to folve the problem as you plcafe.— • 
As for me, I am a very unconcerned 
paflenger. 

I fay nothing of the great clock and its 
various movements. Though it was an 
objeft of admiration when firft conftrufted, 
it i$ beheld with indif^rence by modern 
artifts; 

I had the curiofity to afcend the fteeple 
of this cathedral, which is reckoned one of 
the higheft in Europe, its height being 574 
feet. You may cafily form an idea of the 



View fi om it, when I tell yoa It compre- 
hends the town of Straftourg, the extenfive 
plains, of Alfece, with the Rhine flowing 
through them. Such views are not un- 
common: they are always agreeable, but 
do not aftonifh and elevate the mind, lik^ 
the wild, irregular, and fublime fcenes ill 
Swit3&erland. 

One forenoon as I was fauntering through 
the ftreets with,fome of our countrymen-, 
we were informed that the niufic-of fomc 
of the regiments had been ordered to a 
particular church, where the Count de — , 
fpn of Lewis the XVth by Madame de 
Pompadour, was expe6led to be at mafs.— 
We all immediately went for the fake of thie 
military mufic, and found a very numerous 
and genteel company attending. After 
haying waited a confiderable time, it ftruek 
twelve, upon which the whole company 
.retired without hearing the mufic or mafs. 
— After mid- day the ceremony could not 
have been performed, although the Courit 
had come. Something very important muft 
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have intervened to prevent a Frenchman, 
and one of his chara£ler for politenefe, froai 
attending on fuch an occafion. There wras 
however a murmur of difapprobation for 
this want of attention, and the pried was 
not applauded, who had hazarded the fouis 
of a whoJe churchful of pevaple, out of com- 
plaifance to one man ; for thofe who imagine 
that a mafs can fave fouls, mud admit that 
the want of it may he the caufe of damnation. 
Mr. Harvey whifpered me, ** In England 
•* they would not have had half the com- 
•* plaifaace for the king himfelf, accom- 
** panied by all his legitimate children, that 
** thefe people have fhewn to this fon of 
« a w— e/' 

To indemnify myfelf for this'difappoint- 
ment, I went the fame afternoon wiih a 
French ofEcer to hear a celebrated preacher; 
The fubje<a of his difcourfe was the mife- 
rahle fituation of men who are under the do- 
minon of their paffions. — Do you wi(U for 
a fample of his difcourfe ? — Herejit is : 
" A Have in the galleys (cried the preacher) 
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4s happier, and more free, than a man un- 
der the tyranny of his pailions ; for though 
the body of the ilave is in chains, his mind 
may be free . — Whereas the wretch who is 
under the government of his paffions, has his 
mind, liis very foul In chains. — Is his paffion 
luft ? — He will facrifice a faithful fervant to 
• gratify it ; — David did fo.-^Is it avarice ?— • 
.he will betray his mafter', — ^Judas did fo. 
— Is he attached ' to a miftrefs ? — he will 
murdfer a faint to pleafe her ? — Herod 
didfo." 

As vre returned from the church, the 
French officer, who had been fpr fome time 
in a reverie, faid, Ma foi, cet homme parle 
avec beaucoup d*on(^ion ; je vais proHter de 
fon fermon. — Ofi cft-ce que vous allez? 
faid L — Je m'en vais chez Nanette, replied 
he, pour me debarafier de ma paffion do- 
minante. 

Among the carioGties of the cathedral, I 
ought to have mentioned two large bells, 
which they fhow to ftrangers. One is of 
brafs, and weighs ten tons ; the other *of 

Q * 
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liKer, wbicb tbej fay weighs above two.-w 
They alfo (how a brge French horn, whofir 
hiflory is as Mlows :^^ Abouf four hundred 
yeare ago, the Jews formed a confpiracy to 
betray the city» and with this identical hornt 
they intended to give the enemy notice when 
to begin the attadc. 

Is it not amazing that fach a number of 
firange f^ories have been circulated concern- 
ing thefe fame Jews ? 

The plot, however, was difcovered ; many 
of the Jews were burnt alive, the reft were 
plundered of their money and efiefls, and 
banifhed the town. And this born is 
founded twice every night from the battle- 
ments of the fteeple^ in gratitude for the de- 
liverance. 

The Jews^ as yo« wooid expeil,^ deny 
every circumftance of this ftory, except the 
mttidering and pilfering their countrymen*. 
Xhey (ay the whole ftory was &bricated to 
fumUh a pretext for thefe robberies and 
mivrders, aad aflert that the fteepl^ of StraC- 
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Raftadt is the capital of this prince*sdomt- 
nions. — ^The town is but fmall, and not very 
jp<^ulous: — The Margrave's palace, how- 
ever, is fufl5ciently large. — We made only a 
ihort (lay to examine it, being impatient to 
get on to Karlfcruch» 

There is another very magnificent palace 
at Karlfcruch, build in good tafle. It wa& 
begun many years ago, and has been lately 
finifhed by the reigning prince. • 

The town of Karlfcruch is built on a re- 
gular plan. It confifts of one principal ftreet 
of above an Englifti mile in length* This- 
fireet k at a confiderable didance in front of 
the palace, and in- a parallel .dire£tion with 
it. All the other ftreets go oflF at dtfferent 
angles Crom the principal one» in (^uch a 
manner as that whichfoever of them you 
enter, walking from it, the view is termi- 
nated by the front of the palace. The length 
of thefe fmaller ftreets is afcertained, none 
o£ them being allowed to encroach on the 
/paciou^ ai:ea, which is k^t clear before the 
palace. 
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The principal ftreet may be extended to 
any length, and as many additional ftreeu 
as they pieafe may be built from it, all of 
which, according to this plan» will have the 
palace for a termination. 

The houfes of this town are all as uniform 
as the ftreets» being of an equal fize and 
height; fo that one would be led to imagine 
.that none of the inhabitants are in any c(mi« 
fiderable degree richer or poorer than their 
neighbours. There are indeed a few new 
houfes, more elegant than the others, be- 
longing to fome of the officers of the court, 
built at one fide of the palace : but they are 
not, properly fpeaking, in the town. 

Having announced in the ufual form, that 

we wifhed to have the honour of paying oor 

• court to the Margrave, an officer waited on 

the Duke of Hamilton, and coududied us to 

.the palace. 

There were at dinner the reigning Prince 

». and Princefs; — three of their fons, theeldeft 

of whom is married to a Princefs of Heflfe 

• Darmftadt. — She, with one of her fifter% 
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prefint, alfo the Princei^ Dowager of 
Buckb, draghier to the Duke of Branf^ 
wick; two genenl officers in the imperial 
iervioe, and other ladies and gentlemen; 
naking in all a company of above thirty 
attdile. 

The entertainment was fplendid.'— The 
Maigrave behaved with the politeft attention 
to the Duke q£ Hamiliony and with afiabi* 
iiy to every body. 

The Princefs of Bateidi is of a gay, lively, 
:^peeable charafler* After dinner the Dake 
took a view of the different apartments of 
die palace, and afterwards walked with the 
Mai]g;nive in the gardens till the evening. 

The iame company were at fupper; a 
band of mufic played during the repaft> and 
the day went off in a more eafy, agreeable 
manner than I could have expeSed, coti« 
fidering the number of Princes and Prin« 
ceSes. 

The Margrave of Baden Durlach is be« 
tween forty and fifty years of age. He is a 
^10 of Ic^irhtngi good fenfe/and benevolent 



difpofition. I had heard mach, long before 
I faw him, of his humanity and attention to 
the well-being of bis fubjefh. This made 
nie view him with a cordial regard^ which 
his rank alone coold not have commanded. 
He fpeaks the EngVifh language with con- 
fiderable facility, and is well acquainted with 
our heft authors. Solicitous that his fori 
flioutd enjoy the fame advantages, he has en« 
gaged Mr. Cramer, a young gentleman from 
Scotland, of an excellent chara^r, who has 
been for feveral years at this court, as tutor 
and companion to the young Prince. 

The German Princes are minute obferven 
of form. The fame eftablifhment for their 
houfehold, the fame officers in the palace, are 
to be found here, as in the court of the moft 
powerful monarch in Europe, — The dif- 
ference lies more in the falaries than in the 
talents requifite for thefe places ; one Pay- 
mafter for the forces has greater emoluments 
in England, than a Grand Marechaf, a Grand 
Chamberlain, two Secretaries of State, arid 
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half a dozen more of the chief ofl5cer$ of a 
.German court, all taken together. 

The Margrave of Baden has body guards 
who do duty in the palace, foot guards who 
parade before it ; aifo horfc guards and huf- 
fars, all of whom are perfe£lly well equipped, 
and exa£tly difcipiined ; — a piece of magni* 
ficence which (eems to be adopted by this 
Prince, merely in conformity with the 
cuftooi long eftablifbed in this country* 

He keq)s on foot no other ^oops befides 
the few which are neceffary for this duty 
at the palace, though his revenue is more 
confiderable, and his finances are in much 
better order, than fome Princes in Germany 
who have little (landing armies in conftant 
pay. He has too juft an underftanding not 
to perceive thai the^reateft army he could 
poflibly maintain, could be no defence to his 
dominions, fituated as they are between the 
powerful dates of France and Auftria ; and 
probably his principles and difpofition 
prevent him from thinking of filling his 
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coffers by hiring his fubjedts to foreign 
powers. 

If he were fo inclined, there is no man- 
ner of doubt that he might fell the perfons 
ot his fubje£ts as foldierSy or employ them 
in any other way be (hould think proper ; 
for he, as well as the other fovereign Princes 
in Germany, has an unlimited power over 
his people. If you Tafk the queflion, in 
diredl terms, of a German, he will anfwer 
in the negative, and will talk of certain 
rights which the fubje£ts enjoy, and that 
they can appeal to the great council or 
^general diet of the empire for relief. But 
after all his ingenuity and diftindiions, yoa 
find that the barriers which proteft.the 
pea (ant from the power of the prince, are 
fo very weak, that they are hardly worth 
keeping up, and that the only fecurity the 
peafant has for his perfon or property, muft 
proceed from the moderation, good fenfc, 
and juftice of his fovereign. 

Happy would it be for mankind if this 
junlimited power were always placed in as 
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equitable hands as thofe of the Margrave of 
Baden, who employs it entirely for the good 
of his fubje^s, by whom he is jadored I 

This Prince endeavours, by every means 
he can devife, to introduce induftry and ma- 
nufa£iures among his people, -*- There is a 
confiderable number of £ngli£b tradefmen 
here, who make Birmingham work* and 
in{lru£fc the inhabitants in that bu/in^fs.. He 
has alfo engaged many watch-makers from 
Geneva to fettle here, by granting them en- 
couragements and privileges of every kind* 
and- allovvs no opportunity to flip unimr- 
proved, by which he can promote the comfort 
and happinefs of his people ; a prince of 
fuch a chara(5ler is certainly a public bleifing, 
and the people are fortunate who are born 
under his government : but far more fortu- 
nate they who are born under a government 
which can prpte6l them, independent of the 
virtues, and in fpite of the vices, of their 
fovereign. 

When we left Karifcruch, the Margrave 
. ffive orders that we m^ght be allowed to 
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pafs by a road lately finifhed, through a 
noble foreft, feveral leagues in length. 
After having traverfcd^this, we fell in with 
the common podlng road, entered the bifhop 
of Spires'$ territories^ pafled by the town of 
that name, proceeded to the Electorate of 
Palatine, and arrived the fame night at 
Manheim. 

All th« countries I have mentioned form 
one rich fertile plain ; there are few or no 
gentlemen's houfes to vary the fccne ; no- 
thing but the palace of the pr'mce and the 
cottages df the peafants, the gentry living 
in dependance at court, and the merchants 
and manufaAurers ht the towns. 
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LETTER XLn. 



Manlieim* 

J. HIS is generaUy reckoned one of the 
moft beautiful dries in Germany. The 
ftreets are all as ftraight as arrows, being 
what they call tirees au cordeau, and in- 
terTeft each other at right angles. This 
never fa Is to pleafe at firft, but becomes 
fooner tirefome than a town built with lefs 
regulanty. When a man has walked 
through the town for half a forenoon, his 
eyes fearch in vain for variety ; the fame 
obje6b feem to move along with him, as if 
he had been all the while a fhip-board. 

They calculate the number of inhabitants 
at 24,000, including the garrifon, which 
confifts of 5000 men. This town has three 
noble gates, adorned with bafib relievos very 
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beautifully executed. The Duke and I 
walked round the ramparts with eafe in the 
fpace of an hour. The fortifications are 
well-contrived and in good order, and the 
town accoutres great additional ftrength from 
being almoft Ten tire! y furrounded by the-- 
Neckar and the Rhine, and fltuated in a 
flat, not commanded by any.rifing ground. 
Yet perhaps it would be better that this 
city were quite open, and without any for- 
tification. An atteoapt to defend it might 
prove the deftrudlion of the citizens' houfes, 
and the eledioral palace. A palace is inju- 
dicioufly fituated when built within a for- 
tified town, becaufe a threat from the enemy 
to bombard it, might induce the garrifon to 
furrender. 

The eledtoral palace is a moft magnificent 
ftrud^ure> 'fituated at the jundtion of the 
Rhine and the Neckar.— ^The cabinet of na- 
tural curiofities, and the colle6lion of pic- 
tures, are much vaunted. To examine them 
was amufing enough : — to defcribe them 
would, I fear, be a little tedious. 
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The ElciSor himfelf is ai man of taftc 
and magnificence, circuiflftances in his 
diarader, which probably, afford more plea- 
furc to himfelf, and the ftrartgers who pafs 
thii^way, than to his own fubjeits. 

I accompanied the Duke to one of the 
officers of the court, whofc bufiitcfs it is to 
prefent flrangers. This gentleman is re- 
markable for his amazing knowledge in all 
the myfteries of etiquette. He entertained 
his Grace with much erudition on this fub- 
jcd.— I never obferved the Duke yawn (b 
very much. — ^When our vifit was over, he 
afferted that it had lafted two honrs.--^Upon 
examining his watch, he difcovered that he 
had made a miftake of one hour and forty 
minutes only. 

We were prefentcd the following day to 
the EIe<aor and the Eleflrefs. He was 
drefied in the uniform of his guards, kems to 
be on the borders of fifty, and has a fenfible 
manly countenance, which I am told is the 
true index of his chara6ter. 

The Hereditary Prince is a' young man of 
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knowledge and good fenfe. He furprifcd 
me by talking of thd party difputes and ad- 
- ventures which have happened of late years 
in England, of which I found him minutely 
informed.— — Many people in Germany 
have the Englifh neWs-papers and political 
pamphlets regularly tranfmitted to them. 
The acrimony and freedom with which the 
higheft charadlers are treated, aftonifliand. 
amufe them, and from thcfe they often form 
very felfe and extraordinary conclufions with 
regard to the ftate of the nation. 

As the Elector intends foon to vifit 
Italy, great numbers of oflScers have 
come hither to pay their duty to their 
fovereign before he departs for that coun* 
try. He is much efleemed by his officerst 
'with whom he lives in a very affable 
manner. There are generally thirty covers 
every day at his table for them, and the 
ftrangers who happen to be at the court of 
Manheim, 

One day at dinner a kind of buffooti came* 
into the room. He walked round the table 
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and converfed in a familiar manner with 
every body prefent, the princes not ex- 
cepted. His obfervations were followed by 
loudburftsof applaufe from all whom be 
addre&ed. As he fpoke in German, I could 
not judge of his wit, but flared around witli 
the anxiety of countenance natural to a man 
who fees a whole company ready to die 
with laughter at a jefl which he cannot com- 
prehend. An old officer, who fate near me, 
was touched with compafiion for my ,fitua«- 
tion and explained in French fome of the 

moft brilliant repartees for my private ufe. 

t 
As this good-natured officer did not feem 

to have a great command of the French lan- 
guage, the whoJe fpirit of the jeft was al- 
lowed to evaporate during the tranfiatioh : — 
at leaft I could not fmell a particle when 
the procefs was over- However^ as thefe 
tranflations evidently coft him a good deal 
. of trouble, I thought my felf obliged to feexri 
delighted with his performance ; fo I joined 
in the mirth of the company, and endear 

voured 



voiirel to laugh »t mucb as any perfen at 
the table. 

My interpF^er. afterwards informed me 
that this genius was ftom the Tyrol, that ho - 
£pokethe German with To peculiar an accervt, 
that whatever he faid never failed to fet th^ 
whole table in a roar ; c*e(l paarquoi/added 
he^^il pfk en poflef&on d'entrer toi^unaveo 
le deflect,*^ 

This is the only example that I know^ 
remaining of a court fool or licenced j^fter; 
to ofiee formet'ly in all iJie courtg of 
Europe. 



' YV ^ made a iftiort jauttt to Heidelberg a 
few days fince. That town is about fimr 
leagues from Manrheim. 

Heicfelberg t» fittuated in a hoUbw on the 

▼OL. I. p 
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banks of the Neckar, and is furrounded bj- 
charming hills perfeftly cultivated. 

More cheerful fcenes of exuberant fertility 
are to be feen ho where than along the fiirc 
chain of hills which begin near this town. 
The fummits of thefe hifls are crowned with . 
trees, and their fides and bottoms are cloathed 
with vines, : . - : 

The £le£tor's caiUe is placed on an emi* 
nence, which commands the town, and a 
view of the valley below; but the caftleit-* 
felf unfortunately is commanded by another 
eminence too near it, from which tins noble 
building was cannonaded when the whole 
Palatine was pillaged and burnt, in confc- 
quence of that cruel order of Lewis XIV. 
too literally executed by Turenne. 

The particulars of that difmal fcene have 
been tranfmitted from father to fon, and are 
ftill fpoken of with horror by' the peafantry 
of this country, among whom the French 
nation is held in deteftation to this day. 

While we were in the cattle we did not 
/# •mit vifiting the renowned Heidelberg tup; 



ktft as it \^as pevk&\y empty, it. made but 
a dull an'! unintercfting appearancei 

The inhabitants of the Palinalc are partly 
Proteftants, and partly - Roman Catholics, 
who live here in hafmony with each other^ 
The grfeat church at Heidelberg- f$ divided 
into two apartments, in one of which the 
Proteftants, and in the other the Papift«p9r-- 
form public worfhip:— A fiugular proof 
erf moderation and coolnefs of people's 
minds with regard to a fubje^ that inflamed 
them fo violently in the days of their an- 
ceftors. 

We remained only one day at Heidelberg, 
afnd returned in the evening to this place*. 
The lives and manners of the inhabitants of. 
this city feem to be as tmiform and formal as 
the-ftreets and buildings. No noife, mobs 
or buftlc ; at mid-day every thing is as calm: 
and quiet as the flreets of London at mid«; 
night. This gives one the -notion that the 
citizens are under the fame reftraint and 
difdpline with the troops. 

I have feen thcfe^ laft perform their tx^ 
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^cife every morning on the parade. I was 
a good 4cal farprUedi to obferve^ that not 
only the mavements of the fibers* niu&cts, 
3^ the attUu4es of their bodies, but alfo 
^ir devotions, wer^ v^i^d^r the cUre^on of 
the major's cadcC.. The following motions 
are performed i^ p^n, of the milil^ry ma* 
nmUvrez eveiy day before die troops are 
marched to thfir difiei^ent guards, 

1^ majof ftouriihejs h^a «ane ;-r^liie drum 
^ives a fingle tap, and every men vnder arips^ 
raifes his^'hand to hU hat; — ai a (e<^nd 
ftroke on the drum, they take of their hats 
a^d are fiipipofed. to pray ; ^^at a third, theji 
finiih their petitions* and put their hats oa 
their heads, rr? If any man has the aiTuraoeo 
ta probng his prayier. a minute longer than 
the dram indioates, ho is ponift^d oa the 
fpot, apd taiiglbtt to be Ids d^v^u^ for die 
future. . ' 

The ingesMOijkp inyeoior o(4kv^s certsunly 
peyer dreamt of tHeii hecjiMning th^ cegula- 
'tors of people's piety^ B^t the mpdera im-,. 
pnoveiiKmv w IJf mililMy wt a»5 U-qly 
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Wonderful !— 'and we heed not defparr, after 
this, of feeing a whole reghncnt, by the 
progrefs of difcipline, fo modelled as to eat, 
drinks and perform other animal fonftiorts, 
uniformly together^ at the word of com- 
mand, as they poife their firdocks. 



LETTER XLIV. 



Manlieidf^ 

JtIaving left orders at Geneva to forward 
^11 our letters of a certain datd to Manhelm, 
and to direft thofe which (hould come after- 
ward^, to Frankfort on the Maine, I had 
tfhe good fortune to reoei^ yours laft night. 
1 feel as ihuch indignation as you poffibly 
can, agdinft thofe who endeavour to hurt 
the peace of families by malignant publica- 
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tions, and I enter fully into Lord •^^•»— 's on 
fo unmerited an attack. Yet I fhoald b& 
heartily forry to fee thefc evib remedied by 
any reftridion on the freedom of the prefs ;. 
becaufe I am every day more and more con- 
Yinced that its unreftrained produSions, the 
licentious news- papers tbemfelves not ex- 
ceptedy have conveyed ta every corner of 
Great Bnuin, along with m uch impertinence 
and fcurrihty, fuch a regard for the confti- 
tution, fuch a fcnfe of the rights of the fub- 
jed»and fuch a degree of general knowledge^ 
as neYer were fo univecfaliy diffufed over 
any other nation. Such a law as your friend 
propofes might, nodouht^proted individuals 
from unjuft attacks in print ; but it would 
at the fame time remove one great means of 
clearing their innocence, and making known 
their wrongs, when injured in a more effen- 
tial manner. It would limit the right which 
every Briton has of publicly addrefling his. 
countrymen, ^h^n he finds himfelf injured 
or oppreffed by the perveiCon of law, or the 
infolence of office.: . 



BfAlOTEaS tCT fAAKC£. 



SiS 



Examples might be given of men of great 
integrity being attacked in the moft cruel 
and ungenerous manner by people high in 
office, and guarded by power. Such men 
had no other means of redrefs tliah that of 
appealing to the candour and good fenfe of 
the public, which they ufed with fuccefs. 
Every man's obfervation may fuggeft to him 
many kinds of injuftice and oppreffion; 
which the rich, the infxdious, or the power- 
'ful, can commit in fpite of law, or perhaps 
by the aid of law, againft the poor, the un- 
fufpeding, and the friendlefs.— Many, who 
can filence confcience and evade law, tremble 
at the thoughts of their injuftice being pub- 
iifhed ; and nothing is, nothing can be, a 
greater check to the wanton nefs of power, 
than the privilege of unfolding private grie- 
vances at the bar. of the public. For thu$ 
the caufe of individuals is made a public con-^ 
cern, and the general indignation which their 
wrongs excite, forms at once one of the fe- 
vereft puniihmenls which cart be inflifked on 
the opprcffor, and one of ibe ftrbngeft buk 
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warks that can be raifed ia drfence of thc- 
unprotefled. 

By this means alfo the mod fpeedy and: 
ffFedlual alarm is glven^ all over the nation 
Vrhen any great public mi fcondudl happens, 
or upon any appearance of a defign againfl: 
the cpnftitution i^ndmany evils are deteSei^ 
and prevented^ which otherwife might have 
been wyobCervedf till they i>ad become too^ 
flroRg for reme%. And though this liberty. 
]prod«ces m^ch filly advice, and maligrnant' 
cenfors wuhout numberi it hkewiCe opens, 
the door to- fbme. of a different chara^ler^. 
who give nfeful bints ta mihifters,. which.; 
would have been loft without the freedooE^ 
of anonymous pubticarion. 
, The temporary and partial diferders^. 
which are the con(e(|uences of poablic free^ 
dom., have been greatly exaggerated by fom^. . 
people^ nxti reprefented a$ mor^ than, eq^ii*^ 
valetit to all tht advantdg^ refuttin|; from a. 
free government B«e if fucb perfons had 
Qpportutritie»0f obferving the nafufeof thofo: 
evils which ^^ri^^g ^? in >bfoiute govern-* 



mfehts, they \^oiirld fooiT be edftvinced of 
their ertot. 

The greateft evil that cart ai ife ffdih thfe 
licentioufriefs which accompanies civil liberty 
IS, that people may ramTy take a diflike to 
liberty herfelf, from the teafing impertinence 
and abfurdlty of forrie of her re^l or affected 
well-wifliers; as a man migh| become lefs 
fond of the company of his beft friend, if he 
found him always attended by a fnappifh 
cur, which without provocation was always 
growling and barking. 

But to prove the W^ealcnefs of fuch con- 
duft, we have only ro call to mind, that the 
ftream of licentioufnefs perhaps never rofe 
higher than it did fome years fince In Eng- 
land.^ — 'And what Were the mighty evils 
that followed?^ — Many rclpedlahle charac- 
ters Were giofsly mifreprefented in printed 
publications..— Certain daring fcribblers 
evaded the punifliment they deferved: — 
many windows were broken^ and the chariots 
of a few members of parliament were befpat- 
tered with dirt by the mob. What are 
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thefe frivolous diforders when cornered 
to the gloomy regularity produced by de- 
fpotifm ; in which men are obliged to the 
snoft painful clrcumfpedtion in all their 
actions ; are afraid to fpeak their fentiments 
on the moil common occurrences ; fufpicious 
of cheri(hing government fpies in their houfe- 
hold fervants ; diftruftful of their own rela- 
tions and mofE intimate companions, and at 
all times expofed to the oppreiSon of men in 
power, and to the infolence of their favou- 
rites ?— No confuiion, in my mind, can be 
more terrible than the fiern difcipliaed 
regularity an^ vaunted police of arbitrary 
governments, where every heart is deprefled 
by fear, where mankind, dare not affume 
their natural charadlers, where the free fpirit 
muil crouch to the ilave in office, where 
genius mud reprefs her e£Fufions, or, like 
the Egyptian worfhippers, offer them in 
facrifice to the calves of power ; and where 
the human mind, always in ffiackles, (hrinks 
from every generous effort. 
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LETTER XLV. 



VV ^ 'eft Manhcim five or fix days ago. 
It is very eafy travelling through ibis part of 
Germaoy^ the roads being perfeAly good^ 
and the country a continued plain. From 
Bafil, to within a few miles of Mentz, the 
pofiing road does not make even the mofi: 
gentle afcent ; a vaft length of country to be 
all along a perfedl level. 

By the great numbers of -Monks and 
Friars, of all colours and conditions, that 
are to be met near this city, we were ap- 
prifed of our entrance into an «cclefiaftical 
ftate, while the plump perfons .and rofy 
complexions of thefe Fathers fufl&cicnly 
proved, that ihey did- not Jive -in the, fer ile 
land of ^henifli for nothing. ., : 

However good Chriftians' they might b e 
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maiiT of tbem had much the appearance of 
paying occafional homage to the ancient.' 
heathen deity Bacchus, without being re- 
firaincd in their w^rihip hke the foldiers. 
on the parade at Manheim.^— One of thent* 
in particular apfieared to have juft arifen* 
from bk devotion. — ^He moved along in 
tilt moft oAconcerBcil manner ima^nable^ 
without joiilerruig. any direA courfe, qr re^ 
gttrding^whedirT he went to the rig&t harnt 
or to the ieft« He imaeced to kiiftfdf a#^ 
be weiit.-^Does he repeat Ms paier- iK>fter ^ 
fiud L-«*I Hither imagine he prays fromC: 
Horace, replied the Duke, 

' ' Q go nac, Kiccbe, rapis tui 
f ienumf Quao n^mdra,,aut <j^qs agor m 

(pecus. - 
Velojc n^pnte nova ?^ ■ 

.♦ O Bacchus^ when by thee poffe(!, 
What facrcd fpirit fills my ravingbre^ft 
How, am I rapt to dreary glades, 
To gloomy caverns, imfrequented fliad^ 

FitAKCtsk 



Oh'bcrth &les of the Rhrne the grlHind 
bere begins to become hiWj aiid irregular^ 
forming banks finely expofed to the fi*n*. 
Here the beft Rhenifli wine li produced, and' 
^even a very fnaaU portion of thefe exuberant 
^mk& b of coniiderable value. A chain of. 
weli-inhabfted vilbgesr runs along frorat 
Mcntz^ by Bachayach, all the way to^ 
Goblentz,. where, the Rhific is joined by 
the Mofelle. 

Bacharach is faid to derive its name from* 
an altar of Bacchus (Bacchi Ara) fuppofed 
tp have been ereflcd by the Romans in 
gratitude for the quantity, and quality of the- 
wine produced in the neighbourhood, A 
little before we entered Mentz, we paffed by 
the Favorita, a beautiful palace belonging 
to the Elcdlor, fituated where the Rhine is 
joined by the Maine. • 

Mentz is finely fituated; builf in arV 
irregular manner, and moft plentifully {pro- 
vided with churches. The Cathedral is but^ 
a.^obtny fabric. In this thete is what 
they call a treafury, which contains a 
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namber of clumfy jewels, fome reKcs, and 
a mighty rich wardrobe of priefts* veft- 
ments. 

There are fome troops in this capital, 
but I do not think the oflBcers hSve that 
fmart prefumptuous air which generally 
accompanies men of their profeiBon. They 
fccm confcious that the clergy are their 
matters ; and, I have a notion, arc a little 
.out of countenance on that account. 

The. ftrcets fwarm with ecclefiaftics, fome 
of them in fine coaches, and attended by 
a great number of feryants. I remarked 
alfo many genteel airy abbes ; who, one 
could eafily fee, were the moft faihionable 
people, and give the ton at this place. 

Though it is moft evident that in this 
deflorate the clergy; have taken exceeding 
good care of themfelves ; yet in jufticc to 
them, it muft be acknowledged, that the 
people alfo feem to be in an eafy fituation. 

The peafantry appear to be in a ftate of 
far^ greater abundance tlian thafe of Fiance^' 
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.or .even thofe in the dcdior of Manhei^A^ft. 
dominions. 

I have feme defire to fee an Ecclefiaftical 
court, and would willingly vifit this of 
Mentz, but the Duke of Hamilton, ,who 
ieems to have no exceflive fondnefs'for any 
court, fays, a court of clergymen mull be 
more difmal and tedious than any other^ 
and I fear will not be prevailed on to ap- 
pear at this ; in which cafe we (hall leave 
this place to-morrow morning 6arly, with* 
out further ceremony. 



LETTER XLVI. 

Frankfort on tke Maine* 

We have been here two weeks; — ^To 
form a proper judgment of the genius 
and manners of any. nation; it is necef* 
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6ry to live fktniliarJy with the inhabitants " 
for a confiderable time ^ but a fmaller degree 
of obfetvatioti will fyfl&ce to give a pretty 
jaft idea of the nature of its government. 
Th<5 chiHing eflfedXs of defpofic oppreffion,- 
or the benign influence oJ^ freedom and- 
commerce, ffrike the eye of the moft carc- 
Ms traveller. 

The dreets of Frankfort are fpacious and 
VfcH paved; the h6\ifes ftately, clean, and 
convenient ; the Hiops welt furriilhed ,, the 
drefs, the numbers, the air, and general 
manners of the inhabitants, fufficiently 
(how, without other infbrmation, that there 
is no little defpor within their waik,to im- 
povcrifli them in fupport of his grandeur, 
and to put every a£iion of their lives, every 
movement of their bodiei, under reftraint 
by his caprice. 

The houfes are of bricl^, but have ^ 
belter appearance than brick houfes in ge- 
neral, owing chiefly to theif being covered 
with a kind bf reddifh ftucbo, wTiich is 
come into ufe here of late,^ and, it is 



believed, will render the buildings nioTc 
durable. The fronts of many ofthefineft 
are alfo adorned with bas reliefs of white 
ftuccoy in imitation of marble. Thefe. 
white ornamentSi on the red ground, form 
too ftronga contraft, and do not pleafe an 
eye fond of £impricity. But the Germany, 
in general, have a tafie for (howy orna- 
ment, in their drefs, ftirnicure, and houfee^ 
Franckfort is a free im];>erial city, having a 
ftnall territory belonging to it, and . is go- 
verned by its own magifftracy. 

All religions ate tolerated here, under 
certain* reftric^ions ; .but Lutheraniim is the 
eftabiiihed faith, as the magiftrates are of 
that communion. 

The principal church is in the pofieiCon 
^f the Roman Catholics, bat no public 
proceffion of the hoft is permitted through 
the (Ircets. All the ceremonies of their 
religion are confined to the houfes of indi- 
viduals, or permitted within the walls of 
this church. In it there is a chapel, to- 
which the emperor is condu<^d. inune*^ 
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diatcly after the ele&lon, in order to be 
crowned by the eleftor of Mentz.- 

The Jews have a lyiiagogae in this city, 
where they perform their reiigioas rites; 
but the Calvinifts have never been allowed 
any public hoafe of worihip within the 
territory of Frankfort. They attend'divine 
farvice at a place called Bockenheim in the 
county of Hanao, where they have built a 
diurch. 

This is but unkind treatment ; and it 
fcems at firft fight a little extraordinary, 
that Martin Luther ihould &ow more in- 
dulgence to his old enemy Lord Peter, and 
even to Judas Ilcariot himfelf, than to his 
fellow-reformer John Calvin. 

Though Frankfon is thought a fine town, 
and the efieft produced by the whole is 
magnificent, yet there are no buildings in 
particular worthy attention. It is ex- 
peAed, however, that all ftrangers fhould 
vifit the town-houfe, and fee the chamber 
where the Emperor is eleded. And it 
would be reckoned a great want of curiofity. 



sot to fee the famous golden bull which is 
kept there with the utmoft care« A fight 
of this cofts a golden ducat; a fufficient 
price for a glance of an old manufcriptf 
which not one perfon in a hundred can read, 
and ftill fewer can underftand. 

A countryman of ours, who ezpe£led 
more amufement for his money, com* 
plained loudly of this as an impofition ; and 
on hearing a German talk of the high price 
which every thing bore in England, he re- 
tbrted on him in thefe words : — U n'y a 
jricn en Angleterre fi cher que votre taureau 
d*er a Frankfort. 

There is a cuftom obferved here, which 
I ihall mention on account of its fingularity, 
though I enquired in Vain for its origin. 
Two women appear every day at noon on 
the battlements of the principal fteeple, and 
play fome very folemn airs with trumpets* 
TKis mufic is accompanied by vocal pfaU 
mody, performed by four or five men, who 
always attend the female trumpeters fot 
that purpofe. 
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The people here have a violent tafte fat 
pfaliH-finging. There are a confiderable 
number of men arid boys, who have this 
fcr their only profeffion. They are engaged 
by fome families to officiate two or three 
times a week in the morning, before the 
maftef and nlifirefs of the family get^ out 
of bed. 

When any perfon in tokrable circom^ 
ftances dies, a band of thefe fweet fingers 
aflembles in the (Irects before the houfc^ 
and chaunt an hour every day to the corpfe^ 
till it is interred. The fame band accom- 
panies the funerals, finging hymns all the 
way. ' ' 

Funerals are conduif^ed with an uncom- 
mon degree of folemnity in this town : — 
A man clothed in a blaek . cloak, and car- 
rying a crucifix, at the end of a long pole,, 
leads the proceflion : — A great number of 
hired mourners in the fame drefs, and each 
with a lemon in^ his hand, march after 
him : — tlieii come the fingers^ . followed 



MAiTNZRS 127 TJIANC2. SS^ 

by the corpfe in a hearfe ; and laflly, the 
relations in mourning coaches* 

The crupiftx is carried in this manner at 
all f^meralsy whether the decea&d has die4 
^ Hoa^aa Catbolk, a Luthejran, or a C4i 
vinift.. That this cijrftoni fliould ^^ Uri- 
lowed by the two latter, (iirf»rifed n|^.a 
good deal. I Should have imagined that 
the Calvinifts in particular^ whatever they 
did with the lemons, would never have 
li^een sj^le to d.igeft the crucifix. 

There i$ a yery confider^bW p.ui»ber o£ 
GalvinMls in thi§ pl^ce ;, it is gcwrally 
thought th^y 9re th|5 m(^ iiiduftrious. 
Tbpy w<|\ieftiDoabty a;e the rich^ft part 
of the inhabitants. This may be partly 
awiug to a ciiTcumftance that fomie of them 
. coiifider as ^ hardihip ^ their beijog ex- 
cluded frpm any fhare ia. the gov^nment 
of the city. --^ Many of the Cal vinift fami- 
lies are defcendawts of French Proteftants^ 
who left their country U the revocation of 
t^ie ^ii^ of Nant&. 
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There arc fotne villages near Frankfort 
confiding entirely of French refugees ; who, 
deferting their country at the fame time, 
have fettled here in a cl after. Their de- 
fendants fpeak French in their common- 
converfatiohy and retain many of their ori- 
ginal cuftoms to this hour. 

Two or three families now living, at 
Frantfort are of Englifli origin. Their 
predeceffors fled firft to Hojiland, during 
the perfecutions in the reign of Mary, and 
being afterwards driven out -of that country 
by the cruelty of the Duke of Alva, they 
at length found an afylum for themfelves, 
and their jiofterity, in this free imperial 
city. 

The number of Jews in Frankfort is 
prodigious, confidering one di&nal incon- 
venience they are fubjdifted to, being' 
obliged to live all together in a fingle ftreet 
built up at onfc end : — There is a large gate 
at the other, which is regularly fliut at a 
certain hour of the night, after which no 
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Jews dare appear in the ftrects ; but the 
whole herd muft remain cooped and 
crowded together, like fo many black 
cattle, till morning: As this (Ireet is nar- 
row, the room allotted for each family 
fmall, and as the children of Ifrael were 
never remarkable for their cleanlinefs, and 
always noted for breeding, the Jews* quar- 
ter, you will believe, is not the fwceteft 
part of the town. I fcarce think they could 
have been worfe lodged in .the land of 
Egypt. • 

They have fcveral times made offer of 
confiderable fums to the magiftrates of 
Frankfort for liberty to build or piircliafe 
another flreet for their accommodation ; 
but all fuch propofals have hitherto been 
rqefted. 

The Jews in Frankfort are obliged to 
fetch water when a fire happens in any 
part of the city; and the magiftrates, in re- 
turn, permit them to choofe judges out of 
their own body for deciding difputes anaong 
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tbemiclvcs ; but if cither party rcfufcs tor 
fubmit to this, an appeal 18 open to the 
magiftratet. 

They muft unqueftionaWy enjoy fomc 
great advanuges by the trade they carry 
oily to eompeniace &r Tuch inconveniencies. 
Daring die day-time Aey m^ allowed the 
liberty of walking all over the town ; a 
privilege which they inaprove with e^ual 
a0)dvdty and addrefs. They attack yoia in 
the ftreety ply at the gate of your lo<^ir)gSy 
and even glide mto your apartments, offer- 
ing to fupply you with every commodity 
you can have occafion for. And if you. 
happen to pa(s by the entrance of their . 
flreet, they intreat- your cuftom with the 
violence and vociferation of fo many 
Thames watermen. 

I vm twice at their fynagogue. There " 
is nothing inagniticent in their worAi^; 
but much apparent zeal and fervour* I ^ 
faw one of their mod important rites per- 
formed on two children. It was impoffible 
not to feel compaffion for the popr infants, 

thus 



Hint cruelly initiated into a community,. 
^ who had formerly the misfortune of being 
4efpifed by the Heathens^ and now arc 
execrated by all pious Chridiaos^ 



LETTER XLVII. 

^'rankfort on tli« Main«« 

X ou will be furprifcd at our remJiining fo 
long at a place where there is no court, and 
few of thofe entertainments which allure 
and detain travellers. The truth is, the Duke 
of Hamilton feems fond of this place ; and 
as for my own part^ I have formed an ao 
quaintance with fome very worthy people 
here, whofe friendfhip I fhall take every 
Qccafion to cultivate. 

Society here is divided into Noblcfle and 
the Bourgeois* The firft condfts of fomf 

VOL. I. <l* 
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noble families from various parts of Ger- ' 
caany, who have chofen Frankfort for their 
rcfidence, and a few original citizens of* 
Frankfort, but who have nuw obtained the 
rank of nobility, Tlie citizens who connedl 
themfelves with (Irangers^ have made their 
fortunes by commercey which fowe qf Jtheii^ 
ftill follow, 

There is a public afTembJy for the nobility 
once a week, at which they drink tea, con-.^ 
verfe, or play at cards from fix to ten. On 
the other nights, ,the fame company meet 
alternately at each other's houfes, and parfs 
the evening in the fame manner. None of 
the Bourgeois families are invited to thefe 
parties ; bat they have aflemblies of the fame 
kind among themfelves, and often entertain 
their friends, and the ftrangcrs with whom 
they are acquainted, "in a very hofpitable 
manner at their tables. The nobfemen 
who refidein Frankfort, and the nobility of 
all degrees, and of every nation, who acci- 
dentally pafs through it, -cheerfully accept of 
tiiefe invitations todine with the citizen s, bat 
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none ofthe Gernian ladies of quality coride- 
fcend fo far. "While their fathers, hufbands^ 
and brothers, are entertained at a Bourgeois 
table, they chufe rather to dlne^at home 
by themfclves ; and tbey certainly jqdge 
-•vifely, if they prefer a fparc diet to good 
cheer. 

The didin^lioD of ranks is obferved in 
Germany, with all the fcrupulous precifion 
that a matter .of that importance deferves. 
There is a public concert in this place fup- 
ported by fubfcription. One would imagine 
that the fubfcribers would take their feats as 
they entered the room, that thofe who came 
jearlieft would have their choice. — No fuch 
matter.^ — The two .firfl: rows are kept for the 
Jadies of quality, and the wives and daugh- 
ters ofthe citizens muft be contented to fit 
Jbehind, Jet them come at what hour, and 
pay what money they pleafe. — After all, 
this is not fo bad as in an aiTembly of 
hobiliy, where commons are not, permitted 
to fit, even in, the lobby, whatever pricp 
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they- may have futid for their feat in pai^ 
liaaiem. 

Since we arrived^ the theatre has been 
opened for the winter^ by a troop of Ger- 
Oian comedians. I was there the firft night ; 
previoQS to the play, tliere was a kind q£ 
allegorical prologue, intented as a compH* 
nacnt to the magiftrates of Frankfort. This 
was performed by Juftice^ fVifdom^ and 
Plenty^ each of whom appeared in perfbn, 
with the ufual attribfites. The laft was very 
properly perfonated by a large fat woman^ 
big with child. As to the two former, I 
hope, for the fake of the good people of 
Frankfort, that they are better reprcfented 
in the tawrt*counciI, than they were on the 
ftage. This prologue was concluded by a 
long harangue, pronounced by the plumpeft 
Apollo, I dare venture to fay, that ever 
appeared in the heavens above, or on the 
earth beneath. 

After this the play began, whidi was a 
German tranflation of the EngRfli play of 
George BarnweN^ v^ith confiderahle ahenu 



Irons. Barnwell is rcprcfented as an impra- 
dent yonng man ; but he docs not murder 
his uncie, as in the Englifli play ; or com- 
mit any grpfs crime ; the Germ *^ ' — 
therefore, inftcad of hanging, 
-him at the end of the piece. , 

Mod of the pla^s reprcfentf 
man llage, at^e tranilations froj 
or French ; for Germany, fo 
ters in divinily, jurifprudel 
chyraiftry, and other parts of 
fbphy, has produced lew p 

Jam nova prog^fi4escaeIo < 

iind the German mufe is n^., 

over Europe. Her beauties ssc &it and ap^ 
]ilau<ied by men of genius, even through the 
medium of a tranitatioo, which is a flrong 
proof of b^ original energy* Jt muft, liow^- 
tver, be a great difcouragemenc to Ger mait 
poetry in general, and to the dramatic in- 
particular, thai the French language prevaij^ 

Now a new progeny from heaven defcend. 
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in all the coarts, and that French plays are 
reprefented there in preference to German. 

The native language of the country is 
treated like a vulgar and provincial dialec^ 
while the French is treated as the only 
proper language for people of fafliion, — 
Children of the fifl families are in(lru£ted 
in French, before they acquire their mother- 
tongue, and pains are taken to keep them 
ignorant of this, that it may not hurt their 
pronunciation of the other. I have met with, 
people who confidered it as an accomplifh- 
ment to he unable to cxprefe themfelves in 
the language of their country, and who have 
pretended to be more ignorant in this partN 
cular, than they were in reality. 

1 have been affured by many who undcr- 
ftand the German language well, that it rs 
neiVous, copious, mofl expreffive, and ca« 
pable of all the graces of poetry, The truth 
of this appears by the works of feveral late 
writers, who have endeavoured ta check this 
unnatural prejudice in their countrymen, 
and to reftore the language of their anceftors 



to its native honors.-^But what are the 
eiForts of good fenfertade, and genius, iri 
bppofition to fafhion^ and the influence of 
courts ? 

Among the winter amufements of this 
piaee, traineau parties may be reckoned^ 
Thefe can take place in the time of frofl: 
only, and when there is a conflderable 
quantity of fnow upon the ground. I had 
ati apportunity of feeing a very fplendid 
.entertainment of this Eind lately, which 
-was given by fotne young gentlemen to ail 
equal number of ladies* 

A traineau is a machine ih the 9iape of a 
liorfe, lion, fwan ; or in that of a griffin, 
unicofHi or fome other &nciful form, with- 
out wheels ; but made below like a fledge, 
for the convcniency of Aiding over the fnow* 
Some are gilded, and otherwife ornamented 
according to, the whim, of the proprietor.-— 
A pole (lands up from one fide, to which an 
enfign or flag is fadened, which waves over 
the heads of thofe placed on the machine, 
The lady wrapped in. fur, te before, and 
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the gentleman (bnds behind on a k)ari£ 
made for that purpofe. 

The vrbole is drawn by ^o horfcs^ whicht 
are either conducted by a pod illion, or driven: 
by the gentfcman. — The horfes are gaudily 
t>rnamented^ and have bells hanging fron>. 
the trappings which cover them. 

This party confifted of about thirty- 
traineaus^ each attended by twa or three 
fervants on horfeback with flambeaux ; for 
this amufenient wat taken^heti it began to^ 
grow dark.-i^One traincatt- took the lead ;-— 
the reft followed at a convenient difiance itv 
a line, and drove for two or three hours. 
through the principatftrccts and fquaresof 
Frankfort. — ^The horfes goat a briflttrot of 
Canter; the motion of the traineau ii eafy 
and agreeable ; the beils^ enfigns» and; 
torches, make a very gay. and fliowy ap- 
pearance^ which feemcd to be much reh'flied 
by the parties immediately. coi»cerned, aiul: 
admired by the fpefta^ots.. 

A few days after this exhibition, as 
we were pr^^ring to fct Oiit for Hanau in 



a traineau, Mr. Stanley, brother to Lord 
Stanley, arrived at the inn. Thougl^ he had 
traveled for two days and nights, with- 
out having been in bed, he was fo little 
fiitig«ied, that he went along with us. Ha- 
«au is feme leagvei diftant from Frankfort. 
We had a fuH proof of the fmooth move- 
ment of the traineau, which, in the time 
offroft, and when there is a proper quan- 
tity of fnow oiv the ground, is certainly 
Ac moft del^htful way of traveling that 
can poflibly be imagined. 

Hanaa is the refidence of the Hereditary 
Prince of Heffe Caflel. As we entered the 
tow«i we met the Princefs, who is 4ifter-iii- 
liaw to the Kiog of Denmark'. She, with 
feme of the ladies of the cornet, was taking 
the ak alfo in a traineau! 

Befides the itroops of Hattan, two regi- 
ments of Hanoverians are there at pfefeiit. 
The Hereditary Prince is not on the beft 
terms with his father. He lives here, how- 
ever, in a ftate of independency, poirefled 
of the revenues of this country, which is^ 
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gaaranteed to him by the Kings of Britaiit^ 
Denmai k, and Pruflia : bat there is no 
intercourfe between this htile court and that 
of Heffe CafleK 

After dinner we returned to Frankfort. 
The Duke ptevailed with Mr. Stanley to re* 
main. a longer time at Frankfort than he had 
intended. He js a fenfible young man of fpi* 
xit and ambition. Hts gran<ifather, the old 
£^rl of Derby, endeavours to feduce hiiH 
into holy orders, promiiing him a living of 
20CX) 1. a year, which is in the gift of the 
£uniiy. This you wiU acknowledge to be 
•a temptation which few younger brothers 
could withftand. Nature, however, feems 
to have deftined this young ^ntleman for 
another Une in life. My own opinion is, 
he would rather have the command of a 
ttoop of dragoons, than be promoted to the 
See of Canterbury. 
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LETTER XLVIII. 

FrankforN 

C5oME of the nobility \Vho tcfide in tht^ 
city, take every opportunity of pointing out 
the crfehtial diflererice that thfere is, and the 
difiini^iohs that ought to be made, between 
their families arid thofe 6f the Bourgeois ; 
Who, though they have, by commerce, or* 
fome profeffion equally igooble, attainc*d 
great wealth, which Enables them to live in 
a ftyle of rtiagnificenee unbecoming their 
rank ; yet their noble neighbours inlinuate, 
that they alwiiys retain a vulgarity of fenti- 
ment arid manners, unknown to thofe whdfe 
blood has flowed pure through fcveral gene- 
rations, unmixed with that puddle which 
ftagnares in the veins of plebeians; 

The Duke of Hamilton does not feem to 
have ftudicd natural philofopby with accn- 
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racy fufficient to enable him to obferve tbiss 
diftin£^jon.. He mingles iii the focieties o^ 
the citizeos, with as much eafe and alacrity,, 
as in thofe of the nobility ; dining with the- 
one, and drinking with the othef, in the 
mod impartial manner; and between the: 
two, he contrives to^ amufe himfelf tdk- 
rably wclL 

The two fcmjlies with which w-e are in % 
die greateft degree of tntlmacy, are thofe of 
Monf. Barkhawfc, and Monf. P. Gogle*, 
, The former is a principal perfon in the ina- 
'gdlracy^ a man of learjiing and worth. His^ 
lady is of a noble family in the dukedom of. 
Brunfwick^ a woman of admirable good: 
feafe and many accomplifhments. She is^ 
well acc|uainted with Englifh and French li- 
terature.. The French language flie fpeaks 
like a native, and though fhe cannot con-- 
verfe in £nglij9i without difficulty, £he un- 
derflands and reli&^s the works of foine o£' 
our bed authors. 

r Mr*, (i^qgle has travelled over t}ie greateft 
part of Europe^ and is eq^^ually acquainted 



HAKNXRS IN FRANCE. 3^5^ 

With men and books. He has made a plen- 
tiful fortune by commerce, and lives in at 
very agreeable and hofpitable manner^ 

In thefe two houfes we occafionally meet 
with th^bell company of both the claffcs of 
fociety in this place, and in one or other,, 
when there is no public affembly, we gene- 
ralfy pafs the afternoon. — The former .part 
of the day Ql thaw having lately diffolvcA 
the fnowj we often pafs in jaunts to the 
environs of this place, which are very 
beautiful. 

As the Duke of Hamilton and I were 
riding one day along the banks of the Maine,, 
near the village of Heix, which is in the 
territories of the Eleftor of Mentz, we ob- 
ferved a building, which feemed to be the- 
refidence of fome prince,, or bifhop at feaft^ 
We were /urprifed we never had heard it 
fpoken- of, as it had a more magnificent ap- 
pearance than any modern building we hadl 
fecn fince our arrival in Germany. We 
rode up, and upon entering it,, found that 
the apartinents within, though not laid: 
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oat in the bed tafte, feemed to correfpond, 
in point of expence, with the external ap-« 
pearanc^* 

We were informed by the workmen, who 
were employed iu £ni{hing thefe apartments^ 
that this palace belonged to a tobalconifi in 
Frankfort, where he flill kept {hop, and had 
accumulated a prodigious fortune by making 
and felling fnutf. 
' Near to the principal houfe, there ig 
another great building, interned for a work* 
houfe, in which tabacco is to be nianu-« 
fadured, with many apartments for the 
workmen, and vaulted cellars, in which the 
various kinds of fnuff are to be kept moid, 
till fent for inland fale to Frankfort, or 
ihipped on the Maine for foreign markets. 

The owner informed us, there were. eJt* 
aftly three hundred rooins in both build- 
ings, and the greater number of thefe be- 
longed to the dwelling- houfe. We did not 
, chufe to puzzle the man by difficult "quef- 
tions, and therefore refrained from enquir- 
ing, what ufe he intended to make of fuch 



an amazing number of rooms, which 
feemed rather contrive.d as barracks for twe 
or three thoufand foidiers, than any other 
purpofe* 

On our return to town, we ^crc informed 
that this perfon, who is not a native of 
Frankfort, though he has been many years 
eftablKhed there, bad applied to the ma^ 
giflratcs for liberty to purchafe a certain fpot 
of ground, on which he propcfed to build a 
dweliing-houfe^ Uc. which cannot be done 
by any but citizens, without the confent of 
the council. This being refufed, be bought 
a little piece of land in the territory of 
Mentz, immediately beyond that of Frank* 
fort, and on the banks of the Maine ; and 
being highly piqued by the refufal he had 
met with from the magiftrates, he had 
reared a building greatly larger and mofe 
exteniive than was neceflary, or than he at 
firft had intended, in the full perfuafion that 
the remorfe of the mngiftrates would be in 
proportion to the fize of this frbric. 

The^tobacconift has already expended fifty 
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thoaiand poands on this temple of ven^ 
geance, and his wratf) agai nft the maglftrattis 
feems to be yet anappeafed — ^for be ftill la- 
Yifhes his money with a rancoar againil 
thefe nnfimunate meiiy that is tery onbe- 
eoQiiog a Chriftian, The inliabitants q£ 
FrankfMt, wBtIc they acknowledge the im- 
pradence of the magiftratesr do not applaud 
the wtidom of their antagonid, in whofe 
brain they aflbrt there mail be fooie apart- 
ments as empty as any \n the vaft ftiu£hire 
he is building. 

Another day liis Grrace and J. rode to 
Bergen, a iknall village which has been ren* 
dcred eminent by the atleropC made there 
by Prince Ferdhnod on the French army in 
the year 1759- 

We were accompanied by die Medh. de 
Lefiener, two gentkmeii, now retired fbom^ 
tJie ferrice, aod living at Frankfort, who 
had been in the a^ion, one a Caiptain in 
tlie Hanoverian army, tl|e c^her of tlie 
fame rank in the French* 

During the winter of that oaemorable 
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year, you may remember that the French^ 
with moFc policy than |uftice, had feized 
upon this neutral city, and eftabliihcd their 
head-quartCFs here. This was attended by 
great advantages, fecurinj»^to them the courfe 
of the Maine and Upper Rhine, by which 
they received fupplies from StraflxKirg, anil 
all the intermediate cities. 

Prince Ferdinand having formed the dc- 
fign of drivmg them from this advantageous 
fituation, before they could be reinforceJ^ 
fuddenly aflemblcd his army, which was can- 
toned about Munfter, and after three day». 
of forced marches, came in fight of the: 
French army, at that time commanded by 
the Duke de Broglio^ who, having received 
intelligence of the Prince's fcheme, had made 
a very judicious difpofition. 

On the afternoon of the 13th of April, the 
Prince began his attack on the right wing of 
the French army, which occupied the ^illaga 
of Bergen.— This was renewed with great 
vivacity three feveral times. The Prince 
of Ifembourg^ and about 1500 of the AHics^ 
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fell in the aflion, which was prolonged till 
the evening; Prince Ferdinand then deter- 
mining to draw off h'\s troops, made fuch a 
difpodtlon as perfuaded the enemy he in- 
tended a general attack next morning — and 
by this means he accomplifhed his retreat in 
the night, without being harafied by the 
French. 

I have heard oi&cers of great merit aScrtg 
that nothing could be more judicioufly 
planned and executed, than this enterprife^ 
the only one of importance, however, in 
which that great General failed during the 
whole war. 

By this misfortune the allied army were, 
reduced to great dtdScultieSf and the progreft 
of the French, with the continued retreat 
of the Alliesi fpread fuch* an alarm over the 
Ele(£lorate of Hanover, that many in- 
dividuals fent their moft valuable effeifls to 
Stade, from whence they might be con- 
veyed to England, The affairs of the 
Allies were foon after re-eftabliflied by the 
deciilve victory of Minden, whicli raifed 
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the military charafler of Prince Ferdinand 
higher than ever; though qfficers^bf pe- 
netration, .who were at both anions, are ftill 
of opinion, that his talents were to the fall 
as confpicuous at Bergen, where he was 
repulfed, as at the glorious field of Minden, 
by which Hanover and Brunfwick were pre- 
ferved, and the French obliged to abandon 
almoft all Weft{)halia. 



LETTER XLIX, 

^ Frft»kfof tf 
X returned a few days fince from-Darm* 
ftadt, having accompanied the Duke of Ha^^ 
mihon on a vifit which he made to that 
court. 
The reigning Prince of Hefie Darmiladi 
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not being there, we were ^Ireffced to ^y 
our A((k vifit to the Princefs MaxtiBilian , 
his aunt.— .She invited us the fome eveninff 
to play at cards and fop with her, — -There 
were about ten p<»>ple at tabic.*— ^Thc Prin*-. 
ccfs was gay, af&ble, and talkative— The 
Duke confefled he never had pafled an 
evening fo agreeabJy with an old woman- 
in his life. 

Next morning we went to the parade,, 
which is an obje£k of great attention at this 
place. The Prince has a mod enthufiaAic 
paffion for military manoeuvres and evolu-*^ 
lions.— Drilling and excrcifing his foldiert^ 
are his chief amufements, and almofl: his 
foie employcment. That be may enjoy this 
in all kinds of weather, and at every feafon 
oftheyear, he has built a room fufficienrly 
capacious to admit ijoo men, to perform 
their cxcrcife in it all together. 

This room is accommodated with fixtccn 
ftoves, by which it niay be kept at the exa6^ 
degrees of temperature which fuits hi^ 
Highne&'s conftitution^— On the morning. 
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^at we were prefcnt, there Ivas only the 
ordinary guard, confiding of three hundred . 
men, who having peiforraed their exercifes, 
and marched for an hoar up and d6wn thtf 
fpacloiis Gymnafium, were divided into par« 
ties and detached to thek refpediive pofts. 

The Darmftadt foldiers are tall, tolerably 
clothed, and above all things remarkably 
well powdered. They go through their 
manoeuvres with that dexterity 'which may 
be expcded of men who are continually 
employed in the fame aftion, undqr the 
eye of their prince, who is an admirable 
judge, and fevere crkic in this part of the 
military art. 

There is no regular fortification round 
this town; but a very high ftone-wall, 
which is not intended to prevent an enemy 
from entering^ being by no means adequate 
to fuch a purpofe ; but merely defigned tor 
hinder the garnfon from deferting, to which 
they are exceedingly inclined ; thefe poor 
mea taking no delight in the warlike amufc- 
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ments which conftltute the fupreme joy of 
their fovereign. 

Centinels are placed at fmall diftances all 
round the wall, who are obliged to be eaf- 
ceedlngly alert. One foldier gives the words 
all is well in German, to his neighbour on 
the right, who imtnediately calls the fame to 
the centinel beyond hioi, and fo it goes 
round till the firil foJdier receives the w^rds 
from the left, which he tranfmlts to the 
right as formerly, and fo the call circulates, 
without any intermiffion, through the whole 
night. 

Every other part of garrifon duty is per- 
formed with equal exa<Slnefs, and all ne- 
jglciSls as feverejy puni/hed as if an enemy 
were at the gates. 

The men are feldom more than two 
nights out of three in bed. This, with the 
attention requlflte to keep their clothes and 
accoutrements clean, is very hard duty, efpe* 
cially at prefent, when the froft is uncom- 
monly keen, and the ground covered with 
fnovv. 
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There is a fmall body of cavalry at Darm- 
ftadt juft now. They are drilled in bufF 
coats, and magnificently accoutred. — Thefe 
are the horfe-guards of the Prince.^— Few as 
they are, I never faw fo ipany rnen together 
of fuch a height in my life, none of them 
being under fix Englifli feet three inches 
highland feveral of them conftderably above 
that enormous ftature. 

The Prince of Heffe Darm ftadt formerly 
kept a greater number of troops : at prefent 
his whole army does not exceed five thou- 
fand men. But as the condudl of princes, 
however judicious it may be, feldom paffes 
uncenfured, there are people who blapie 
him for entertaining even this number. 
They declare that this prince's finances, 
being in very great diforder, cannot fupport 
this eftablifhmeht ; which, though fmall, 
may be counted high, confidering the extent 
of doniinions. They infift alfo upon the 
lofs which agriculture and manufa(9:ure$ 
muft fuftain, by having the ftouteft men 
taken away from thefe neceffary employ- 
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mentSy and their ftrength exhaufted in ufe« 
lefs parade. For thefe rigid cenfors have \he 
afluranee to afiert, tliat an army of £ve 
thoufand men, tliough burdenfotne to the 
country, is not fuflScient to defend it ; that 
the number is by far too great for amufe- 
xnent, and infinitely too (xnall for any man^ 
ncr of ufc. 

The fame day, we dined with the Pi in* 
cefs Maximilian, and in the afternoon were 
prefented to Prince George's* family. Ho 
is brother to the reigning Prince^ He hap-» 
pened to be indifpofed ; but his Piincefs 
f eceived the Duke with the utmoft polite-* 
tiefs. 

Their two youngeft fons and three daugh- 
ters were at (upper. The former are ftill 
very young ; the latter arc well-looking, re- 
markably accompliftied, and do much credit 
to the great pains their mother has beftowed 
on their education. 

Next morning we were invited to break* 
fad, by the Baron Riedefal^ at a pleafant 
country-houfe he has - near Darmftadt.*— 

His 



His Grace went with him, in a carriage of 
a very particular conftruiSion.' The Baron 
fat on a low feat next the horfes, and drove ; 
the Duke in a higher place behind him. 
Each of thefe is made for one perfon only ; 
but behind all, there was a wooden feat, in 
the (hape (^ a little borfe^ on which two 
fervants were mounted. The ufual pofting^ 
chaifes in this country hold fix perfons with 
eafe ; and people even of the firft riank 
generally have two or three fervants in the 
chaife with them. In point of oeconomyt 
thefe carriages are well imagined; and, in 
the time of froft, not inconvenient; for 
here travellers take fpecial care to. fortify 
themfelves againft cold by doaks lined with 
fur. But when it rains hard, two of the 
company at leaft muft be drenched, for the 
Germain chaifes are never entirely covered 
above. 

I went with Coant Cullemberg in his 
coach. We pa£^ the forenoon very agree- 
ably at this houfe, which feems to be ad* 

▼01. J. % 
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vantag^oufly fituated; bm in its prcfent 
fnowy drefs, one can no more judge of the 
natural comple;xion.of the country, than 
of that of an adrcfs heW-pa'mted for the 

flage. ^ - 

• We dined with Prince George, who was 
fuflicicntly recovered to be at table. He is 
a handfomc man, of a foldier-like appearance,, 
and has all the eafe and bpenefs of the mk- 
litary charafter. 

^ His fecond fon, who had been ab.fent for 
fome weeks, arrived while we were at table. 
He is a fine young man, about eighteen 
years of age. It was pleafing to obferve the 
fatisfa(5lioh which this fmafl incident difFufed 
over the faces of father, mother, and the 
whole family, which formed a groupe wor- 
thy the pencil of Greufe. 

Do not fufpeft that I am prejudiced in 
favour of this family, merely becaufe they 

belong to a prince. An appearance" of 

domeftic happincfs is ahvays agreeable, whe- 
ther we find it in a palace or a cottage'; and 
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the fame fymptoms of good humour, though 
they would not have furprifed me fo much, 
would have delighted me equally in the fa- 
mily of a peaCant. 
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